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Abstract

Aceasta cercetare analizeaza disparitatile
spatiale ale sardciei multidimensionale in Regiunea
de Sud a Republicii Moldova, aplicind metoda
Alkire-Foster pe baza datelor agregate la nivel de
unitate administrativ-teritoriala din 2023. Studiul
utilizeaza 12 indicatori distribuiti egal in patru
dimensiuni esentiale: sandtate, educatie, conditii de
trai §i protectie sociald. Rezultatele indicd un model
alarmant al sardaciei multidimensionale: incidenta
(H) este de 55,5%, intensitatea deprivarilor (4) de
0,681, iar Indicele Multidimensional al Saraciei
(IMS) agregat atinge 0,378, reflectind o vulnerabi-
litate structurald ridicata. Valorile IMS variaza sem-
Nificativ intre raioane, de la 0,166 Unitatea Terito-
riala Autonoma Gagauzia la 0,830 (Cantemir). Cinci
din cele noua raioane (Cantemir, Leova, Stefan Vodd,
Taraclia, Cimislia) sunt clasificate ca ,,sarace” (Scor
IMS > 0,333), fiecare prezentind o structurd spe-
cifica a deprivarilor. Studiul ofera o perspectiva
teritoriald relevanta pentru planificarea regionald si
argumenteazd necesitatea utilizarii IMS in elabo-
rarea unor politici publice locale si regionale
adaptate particularitdtilor fiecarui teritoriu.

Cuvinte-cheie: disparitati spatiale, sardcie,
metoda Alkire-Foster, Indicele Multidimensional al
Saraciei, Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova.

Clasificare JEL: 132, R12, 018.

Introducere

Saracia este un fenomen social complex, care
depaseste simpla insuficientd a veniturilor monetare,
avand un impact direct asupra accesului la servicii
esentiale precum educatia, sanatatea si conditiile de
trai decente. In pofida abordarilor traditionale, axate
exclusiv pe aspecte financiare [1,2,3,4], teoria capa-
bilitatilor a lui Amartya Sen a introdus o paradigma
noud. Potrivit acesteia, sardcia este o deprivare de
capabilitati — adica lipsa libertatii reale de a alege si
de a-si realiza potentialul [5]. Din aceastd perspec-
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Abstract

This research analyses the spatial discrepan-
cies of multidimensional poverty in the Southern
Region of the Republic of Moldova, by applying the
Alkire-Foster method to aggregated data at the level of
the administrative-territorial unit (ATU) from 2023.
The study employs twelve indicators that are evenly
distributed across four essential dimensions: health
care, education, living conditions, and the social
protection. The results indicate a pattern of alarming
rate of multidimensional poverty: the incidence (H)
stands at 55,5%, and the intensity of the deprivations
(A) at 0,681, and the aggregated Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) reaches 0,378, reflecting a high
structural vulnerability. The values of the MPI vary
significantly between districts, from 0,166 Autonomous
Territorial Unit of Gagauzia (ATU Gagauzia) to 0,830
(Cantemir). Five of the nine districts, (Cantemir, Leova,
Stefan-Voda, Taraclia, and Cimislia), are classified as
“poor”, (score of MPI > 0,333), each one presenting a
structure that is specific to deprivation. The study pro-
vides a relevant territorial perspective for the regional
planning, and emphasizes the necessity of using MPI
in the local and regional public policy formulation
adapted to the specific needs of each territory.

Keywords: spatial disparities, poverty, Alkire-
Foster method, Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI),
the Southern Region of the Republic of Moldova.

JEL Classification: 132, R 12, 018.

Introduction

Poverty is a complex social phenomenon, which
goes beyond the mere insufficiency of monetary
income, having a profound and direct impact on access
to essential services such as education, healthcare, and
decent living conditions. In contrast to traditional
approaches, which are focused exclusively on financial
aspects [1, 2, 3, 4]. Amartya Sen’s capability theory
introduced a new paradigm. According to this theory,
poverty represents a deprivation of capabilities — that
is, the lack of real freedom to choose and realize one’s
potential [5]. From this perspective, an individual can
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tivd, o persoana poate dispune de venituri adecvate,
dar sa fie totusi saracd multidimensional, daca {i
lipsesc aceste servicii si conditiile de bazd. Aceasta
abordarea a stat la baza dezvoltarii Indicelui
Multidimensional al Sardciei (IMS) de catre Alkire
si Foster, un instrument utilizat pe scard largad la
nivel global [6,7,8,9].

In timp ce viziunile traditionale tratau siricia
ca pe o fatalitate individuald — cauzatd de decizii
gresite sau de lipsa de oportunitati economice — Cer-
cetarile recente aratd ca aceasta reflecta, mai de-
grabd un esec structural, perpetuat de la o generatie
la alta prin acces limitat la educatie de calitate si
oportunitati inegale pe piata muncii. Sdracia nu re-
prezinta doar lipsa de bani, ci si o limitare sistemica
a libertdtii si a potentialului uman. Prin urmare,
combaterea eficientd a saraciei necesita interventii la
nivel structural si comunitar, nu doar transferuri
monetare individuale. Aceasta intelegere fundamen-
tala a ghidat selectarea metodologiei de cercetare
pentru prezentul studiu, concentrat pe captarea
acestei complexitati. Astfel, masurarea sardciei prin
prisma IMS oferd o imagine mult mai nuantatd decat
statisticile traditionale bazate pe venit. Acest indice
cuantificd lipsurile si deprivarile simultane in dome-
nii critice, oferind o perspectiva holistica asupra mo-
dului in care oamenii isi trdiesc efectiv viata. De
altfel, aplicabilitatea sa a fost confirmatd in diverse
contexte, de la Asia si America Latina pana in Europa
Centrala si de Est, inclusiv in Republica Moldova, unde
a fost publicat recent primul raport oficial pe acest
subiect [10, 11]. IMS constituie un instrument esential
pentru identificarea grupurilor si zonelor mai vulne-
rabile, care altfel ar putea raméne invizibile n datele
strict monetare. Din aceste considerente, cercetarea de
fatd aplica metodologia Alkire-Foster pentru a evalua
disparitatile structurale si teritoriale specifice Regiunii
de Sud a Republici Moldova.

Prezenta lucrare urmareste sa contribuie la o
intelegere mai profundd a vulnerabilitatilor socio-
economice din regiune, oferind un suport analitic util
pentru procesul decizional in domeniul politicilor
publice. O abordare bazatd pe dovezi, care depaseste
simpla analiza, statistica, este cruciala pentru elabo-
rarea unor politici eficiente si tintite. Astfel, prezenta
cercetare evalueazd sdrdcia multidimensionald din
Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova prin apli-
carea metodei IMS, testind urmatoarele ipoteze:

1. Aplicarea IMS va evidentia profiluri de depri-
vare mai nuantate decat masurile monetare
traditionale, dezvaluind disparitati semnifi-
cative la nivel intra-regional si oferind o baza
solida pentru politici sociale tintite.

2. Se anticipeaza existenta unei corelatii inverse
intre nivelul capitalului uman (reflectat de
indicatorii de educatie, sanatate, conditii de
trai si protectie sociald) si scorul IMS.

3. Calculul IMS va permite cartografierea dis-
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have an adequate income but still remain multidi-
mensionally poor if they lack these basic services and
living conditions. This multidimensional approach was
the foundation for the development of the Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index (MPI) by Alkire and Foster,
an instrument that has proven to be extremely useful at
the global level [6, 7, 8, 9].

While the traditional visions viewed poverty as
an individual fatality, caused by poor decisions or lack
of economic opportunities, recent research shows that
this rather reflects a structural failure, perpetuated from
one generation to another through limited access to
quality education and unequal opportunities in the
labour market. Poverty, therefore, should not be
understood just a lack of money, but also a systemic
limitation of freedom and human potential. Con-
sequently, effectively combating poverty requires
interventions at the structural and community levels,
rather than individual monetary transfers. This fun-
damental understanding guided the selection of the
research methodology for the present study, which
focused on capturing this complexity. Thus, measuring
poverty through the lens of the MPI provides a far
more nuanced picture than traditional income-based
statistics. This index quantifies simultaneous depri-
vations in critical areas, providing a holistic perspec-
tive on how people actually live their lives. Moreover,
its applicability has been demonstrated in diverse
contexts, from Asia and Latin America to Central and
Eastern Europe, including the Republic of Moldova,
where the first official report on multidimensional
poverty was recently published [10, 11]. The MPI
represents as a powerful tool for identifying the most
vulnerable groups and areas, which might otherwise
remain invisible in monetary aggregate data. For these
reasons, this research applies the Alkire-Foster
methodology to assess the structural and territorial
disparities specific to the Southern Region of the
Republic of Moldova.

The presented research aims to contribute to a
deeper understanding of the socio-economic vulnera-
bilities from the region, providing a useful analytical
tool and support for policymakers. An evidence-
based approach, which goes beyond simple statistical
aggregations, is crucial for the development of an
effective and well-targeted public policies. Thus, the
present paper aims to assess multidimensional
poverty in the Southern Region of the Republic of
Moldova through the application of the MPI method,
testing the following hypotheses:

1. The application of the MPI will reveal more
nuanced deprivation profiles than traditional
monetary measures, highlighting significant
intra-regional disparities and providing a solid
foundation for targeted social policies.

2. An inverse correlation is expected between the
level of human capital (as reflected by the
indicators of education, health, living condi-
tions, and social protection), and the MPI score.

3. The calculation of the MPI will demonstrate
the ability to map the intra-regional distribu-
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paritatilor intra-regionale semnificative, com-
pletand, astfel, informatia oferita de indica-
torii monetari.

Prin combinarea metodelor cantitative cu
interpretari geografice la nivel de unitate ad-
ministrativ-teritoriala (UAT), studiul va oferi o
intelegere holistici a vulnerabilitatilor si
nevoilor specifice regiunii analizate.

Metode de cercetare

A. Abordarea metodologica si adaptarea la
context. Pentru estimarea sardciei multidimensio-
nale in raioanele din Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Mol-
dova, studiul a aplicat metoda Alkire-Foster, o0 meto-
dologie standard global recunoscutd de Programul
Natiunilor Unite pentru Dezvoltare (PNUD) [12] si
Reteau de Politici privind Saracia Multidemensionala
(RPSM, engl. — MPPN) [13]. Aceasta a fost ajustata
la specificul local, utilizdnd date statistice agregate la
nivel de UAT pentru anul 2023.

B. Structura Indicelui Multidimensional al
Sariciei (IMS). Indicele Multidimensional al Saraciei,
la nivel de unitate administrativ-teritoriala, a fost
construit pe baza a patru dimensiuni fundamentale ale
bunastarii: sanatatea [14,15], educatia [16,17], conditiile
de trai [18] si protectia sociala [18,19]. Fiecérei dimen-
siuni i s-a atribuit 0 pondere egala de 25% in scorul final
si fiind operationalizata prin cate trei indicatori (in total
12), fiecare indicator avind o pondere egala de 1/12.
Structura detaliata este prezentata in tabelul 1.

tion meaningful, thus enriching and comple-
menting such a perspective traditional mone-
tary indicator on poverty.
By combining quantitative methods geogra-
phical interpretations at Administrative Terri-
torial Unit (ATU) level, the study will provide
an understanding of the holistic and in-depth
of the vulnerabilities and the needs specific to
the analyzed region.
Research methods
A. Methodological approach and adapta-
tion to the context. To estimate multidimensional
poverty in the Southern Region districts of the
Republic of Moldova, this study applied the Alkire-
Foster method, a globally recognized standard metho-
dology endorsed by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) [12] and Multidimensional
Poverty Policy Network (MPPN) [13]. The method
was adapted to the local context, using aggregated
statistical data at the Administrative Teritorial Unit
(ATU) level for the year 2023.

B. Structure of the Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI). The Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI) at the administrative-territorial unit level, was
constructed on the basis of four fundamental dimen-
sions of well-being: health [14,15], education [16,17],
living conditions [18] and social protection [18,19].
Each dimension has an equal weight of 25% in the
final score and is operationalised through three
specific indicators (total 12), each indicator having an
equal weight of 1/12. The detailed structure is pre-
sented in table 1.

Tabelul 1/ Table 1

Indicele Multidimensional al Siraciei — dimensiuni, indicatori, praguri de deprivare si ponderi/

Multidimensional Poverty Index dimensions,

indicators, deprivation thresholds and weights

Dimensiune/ Indicator/ Prag de deprivare/ Pondere/
Dimensions Indicator Deprivation thresholds Weights
1 2 3 4
Mortalitatea infantila/ o
Infant mortality 2 10% 112
Malnutritie/ > media nationala (6,1%o)/
Sanatate (1/4)/ Malnutrition > national average (6,1%o) 1/12
Health (1/4) Asigurarea cu medici/ < media nationali de 21,2/10.000 loc/ <national
Access to physicians average of 21,2/10.000 inhabitants 1/12
Abandonul scolar/ o
School dropout 2 %o 1/12
B e | amakwcunae o <
0 L
Educatic (1/4)/ results > 20% of the pupils with grades below < 6
Education (1/4 - ni i .
(W4 | Rezultate - nivel liceal/ > 20% elevi cu note 6 < / 1112
g results > 20% of the pupils with grades below < 6
Apa potabild/ > 30% dintre localitati fard acces/ 1/12
Potable water > 30% of its localities without access
Conditii de trai Sanitatie/ >20% dintre localitati fard acces / 1/12
118/ Sanitation > 20% of its localities without access
Livin
conditi(?ns Gazificare/ > 30% dintre localitati fard acces / 112
(1/4) Gasification > 30% of its localities without access

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.3(133) 2025




ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

Continuarea tabelului 1/ Continuation of table 1

1 2 3 4
Rata somajului/ > media nationald (4,8%) / 112
Unemployment rate > national average (4,8%)
Protectie sociala Venit salarial/ <75% din valoarea salariului mediu/ 112
a4/ Salary income < 75% of the national gross average monthly wage
Social protection P_e1_151a mlnlm.a/ > cu 30% din numarul total
(1/4) Minimum pension : :
(Minimum retirement al pensionarilor / 1/12
benefit) > 30% of the total number of pensioners

Sursa: adaptat de autori dupa metodologia Alkire-Foster/ Source: adapted by the authors from the

Alkire-Foster methodology

C. Algoritmul de calcul:
Calculul IMS respecta pasii metodologici
standard ai metodei Alkire-Foster [20]:

1. Identificarea deprivarii: Pentru fiecare UAT
si fiecare indicator se stabileste un statut binar
(1 deprivat, 0 non-deprivat) pe baza
pragurilor din tabelul 1.

Scorul de deprivare (c;): Se calculeaza pentru
fiecare UAT ca suma ponderata a indicatorilor
pentru care este deprivat.

Identificarea sdrdciei multidimensionale: O
unitate administrativ-teritoriala este clasificata
ca saracad multidimensional dacd scorul sau
de deprivare (c;) depaseste pragul k = 4.

4. Calculul indicatorilor agregati:

e Incidenta (H): Proportia de UAT-uri sarace,
calculatd ca H=q/n, unde q este numarul de
UAT-uri sarace, iar n este numarul total de
UAT-uri.

e Intensitatea (A): Scorul mediu de deprivare al
UAT-urilor sarace, calculat ca A=Y, ¢; (K)/q,
unde c;(k) reprezintd scorul de deprivare pen-
tru UAT -urile sérace.

o lndicele Sardciei Multidimensionale (IMS):
Acesta este indicatorul sintetic principal al
studiului, calculat ca IMS = H x A.

Rezultate si discutii

Aplicarea metodologiei Alkire-Foster pe da-
tele din 2023 a evidentiat un model alarmant al
sdraciei multidimensionale in Regiunea de Sud a
Republicii Moldova. Conform rezultatelor, incidenta
saraciei (H) este de 55,5%, ceea ce Inseamna ca 5
dintre cele 9 raioane (Cantemir, Leova, Stefan Voda,
Taraclia, Cimislia) sunt clasificate ca fiind ,,sarace”
(cu un scor IMS > 0,333). Intensitatea deprivarilor
(A) este de 0,681, indicand faptul ca raioanele sarace
se confruntd, in medie, cu o deprivare pe doua treimi
din totalul indicatorilor. Valoarea agregata a IMS de
0,378 reflectd o vulnerabilitate structurald ridicata
la nivelul intregii regiuni, necesitand interventii pu-
blice adaptate la particularitatile locale. Aceste valori
constituie punctul de plecare pentru o analizd
detaliatd a profilurilor teritoriale ale saraciei, pre-
zentatd in tabelul 2.
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C. Calculation algorithm:
The MPI calculation follows the standard
methodological steps of the Alkire-Foster method [20]:

1. Identification of deprivation: For each ATU
and for each indicator, a binary status is
established (1 = deprived, 0 = non-deprived)
based on the deprivation thresholds presented
in table 1.

. Deprivation score (c;): Calculated for each
ATU as the weighted sum of the indicators for
which deprivation occurs.

Identification of multidimensional poverty:
An Administrative Territorial Unit is classified
as multidimensionally poor if its deprivation
score (c;) exceeds the threshold & = %.

4. Calculation of aggregate indicators:

e Incidence (H): The proportion of poor ATUs,
calculated as H=qg/n, where q is the number of
poor ATUs and n is the total number of ATUs.

e Intensity (A): The average deprivation
score among poor ATUs, calculated as
A=Y", c;(k)/q, where c¢;(K) represents the de-
privation score for poor ATUs.

e Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): This
is the main synthetic indicator of the study,
calculated as MPI = H x A.

Results and discussions

The application of the Alkire-Foster methodo-
logy based on data from 2023 revealed an alarming
pattern of multidimensional poverty in Southern
Region of the Republic of Moldova. According to the
results, the poverty incidence (H) is 55,5%, meaning
that 5 out of 9 rayons, (Cantemir, Leova, Stefan
Voda, Taraclia, Cimislia) are classified as “poor”
(with an MPI score of = 0,333). The intensity of
deprivations (A) is 0.681, indicating that, on average,
poor districts face deprivation in approximately two-
thirds of the total indicators. The aggregated MPI
value (0,378) reflects a high level of structural vulne-
rability accross the entire region, underscoring the
need for policy intervention adjusted to the specific
characteristic of each rayon. These values serve as a
starting point for a detailed territorial analysis of
poverty profiles presented in table 2.
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Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Profilul teritorial al sariciei multidimensionale in Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova/
The profile of the territorial division of the poverty line are multi-faceted in the Region,
to the South of the Republic of Moldova

Numirul de indicatori Status de deprivare
N/a UAT/ deprivati/ Scor de deprivare ci/ k = 0,333/
ATU Number of deprived Deprivation score ci Deprivation status
indicators/ k =0,333
1. |Basarabeasca 4 0,332 non-siarac/non-poor
2. | Cahul 4 0,332 non-sarac/non-poor
3. |Cantemir 10 0,830 sarac/poor
4. |Causeni 4 0,332 non-sarac/non-poor
5. |Cimislia 7 0,498 sdrac/poor
6. |Leova 9 0,747 sarac/poor
7. |Stefan-Voda 9 0,747 sdrac/poor
8. | Taraclia 6 0,581 sarac/poor
9. |UTAG/Gagauzia (ATU) 2 0,166 non-sarac/non-poor

Sursa: elaborat de autori/ Source: prepared by the authors

Heterogenitatea semnificativd a saraciei multi-
dimensionale, observatd intre unititile administrativ-
teritoriale din Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova,
demonstreaza necesitatea unor analize la o scard
geograficd mai detaliata (Figura 1). Pasha A. in studiul
sdu, argumenteaza ca politicile de reducere a saraciei
trebuie adaptate la realitatile locale [21]. Aceastd
constatare este confirmatd de o analizd ampld a
disparitatilor regionale la nivel european, realizatd de
Balakrishnan si colaboratorii sai (2022), care argu-
menteaza importanta 1intelegerii  particularitatilor
teritoriale pentru elaborarea unor politici eficiente de
coeziune la nivel continental [22]. Mai mult, prezenta
unor structuri de proximitate si a dependentei spatiale
in cadrul disparitatilor economice regionale, docu-
mentatd de Cartone, Panzera si Postiglione (2021),
sugereaza ca strategiile de reducere a sariciei trebuie
sd ia in considerare si interactiunile spatiale dintre
unitatile administrative vecine [23].

The significant heterogeneity of the multidi-
mensional poverty observed in the ATU in the Southern
Region of the Republic of Moldova confirms the
necessity of the analysis at a more detailed geographical
scale (Figure 1). This approach aligns with the per-
spective proposed by A. Pasha in his own study, which
shows that the poverty reduction policies, need to be
adapted to the local realities [21]. This finding is re-
inforced by a comprehensive analysis on the regional
disparities at the European level, conducted by Bala-
krishnan et al. (2022), which suggests the importance
of specificities understanding the sub-national to the
policy development, the efficient of the cohesion
policy at the continental level [22]. Moreover, the
presence of spatial proximity structures and spatial
dependence in the context of economic regional dis-
parities, as documented by the Cartone, Panzera, and
Postiglione (2021), suggests that poverty reduction
strategies should also be considered among the adja-
cent Territorial Administrative Units [23].

Stetanivodas

Basarabeasca

20 km

Legendi/Legend

Indicele Multidimensional al Séaricici/
Multidimensional Poverty Index

Nivelul de deprivare/Level of deprivation
- 0,700 - 0,830 (Foarte ridicat/Severe)
[ 0,500 - 0,699 (Ridicat/Acute)

[] 0,333 - 0,499 (Moderat/Moderate)
[ 0,166 - 0,332 (Sciazut/Low)

A

Figura 1. Distributia geografica
a Indicelui Multidimensional
al Saraciei (IMS) in Regiunea
de Sud a Republicii Moldova/

Figure 1. Geographic
distribution of the
Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI) in the Southern
Region of the Republic
of Moldova
Sursa: elaborata de autori/
Source: prepared by the authors
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Pentru a identifica cauzele subiacente si a for-
mula interventii publice tintite si eficiente, este esen-
tiald o iIntelegere aprofundatd a specificului fiecarui
raion sarac, avand in vedere ca fiecare prezintd o
combinatie unicd de deprivari care necesitd solutii
adaptate contextului local. Contributia fiecarei dimen-
siuni la scorul IMS individual al fiecdrei unitati
administrativ-teritoriale este detaliatd in tabelul 3.

In order to identify the underlying causes and
to formulate effective public interventions it is
essential to an understanding in-depth the specifics of
each poor rayon, having in view that each and every
pose a unique combination of deprivation that require
tailored solutions. The contribution of each dimen-
sion to the MPI score, the individual score of MPI is
detailed in table 3.

Tabelul 3/ Table 3

Contributia dimensiunilor la Indicele Multidimensional al Saraciei (IMS) in profil teritorial din
Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova, anul 2023/ The contribution of the dimensions to the Index
of the Multidimensional nature of Poverty (MPI) in the profile of territorial division of the Region,

to the South of the Republic of Moldova, in the year of 2023

Dimensiuni/ Dimensions
LX;I’J/ Sanatate/ Educatie/ Conditii de trai/ | Protectie sociala/ II\I>I/I PS I/
Health Education Living conditions | Social protection
Basarabeasca 0 0,166 (50%) 0,166 (50%) 0 0,332
Cahul 0,083 (25%) 0,083 (25%) 0,083 (25%) 0,083 (25%) 0,332
Cantemir 0,249 (30%) 0,166 (50%) 0,249 (30%) 0,166 (50%) 0,830
Causeni 0,083 (25%) 0 0,166 (50%) 0,083 (25%) 0,332
Cimigslia 0,083 (16,7%) 0,166 (33,3%) 0,083 (16,7%) 0,166 (33,3%) 0,498
Leova 0,166 (22,2%) 0,6249 (33,3%) ]0,249 (33,3%) 0,083 (16,7%) 0,747
Stefan Voda 0,249 (33,3%)  |0,166 (22,2%) | 0,166 (22,2%) 0,166 (22,2%) 0,747
Taraclia 0,166 (28,5%) 0 0,166 (29,5%) 0,249 (42,9%) 0,581
gfcﬁ’ Gagauzia| ; g3 (5006) 0 0 0,083 (50%) 0,166
k > 0,333 0,1014 (26,8%) | 0,083 (22%) 0,1014 (26,8%) 0,0922 (24,4%) 0,378

Sursa: calculat si prelucrat de autori, pe baza datelor agregate de la Biroul National de Statistica,
Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii si Agentia Nationalda pentru Sandtate Publica, 2023/ Source: calculated
and processed by the authors based on aggregated data from the National Bureau of Statistics, the Ministry of
Education and Research, and the National Public Health Agency, 2023.

in functie de gravitatea si configuratia depri-
vérilor, unitatile administrativ-teritoriale din Regiu-
nea de Sud pot fi grupate in patru categorii distincte,
fiecare cu un profil specific de vulnerabilitate:

1. UAT-uri cu scoruri de deprivare foarte
ridicate (IMS > 0,700)

Aceastd categorie include raioanele Cantemir
(0,830), Leova (0,747) si Stefan Voda (0,747). Valo-
rile indica o crizd multidimensionala profunda, carac-
terizatd prin deprivari in majoritatea dimensiunilor
analizate. Un profil alarmant este cel al raionului Can-
temir, unde deprivarile sunt aproape universale, aco-
perind 10 din cei 12 indicatori. O analizd detaliata a
contributiei fiecdrei dimensiuni la scorul IMS al aces-
tor raioane scoate in evidentd multiple deficiente
structurale. in raionul Cantemir, sindtatea (0,249) si
conditiile de trai (0,249) contribuie cel mai mult la
scor, urmate de educatie (0,166) si protectie sociala
(0,166). In cazul raionului Leova, educatia si condi-
tille de trai au cea mai mare contributie (cate 0,249
fiecare), In timp ce in cazul raionului Stefan Voda,
sanatatea reprezintd principala sursd de deprivare
(0,249). Asadar, in aceste unitati administrative, este
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Based on the severity and the configuration of
deprivations, the ATU from the Southern Region can
be grouped into four distinct categories, each with a
specific vulnerability profile:

1. ATU with very high deprivations scores
(IMS > 0,700)

In this category can be incluided Cantemir
(0.830), Leova (0,747) and Stefan Voda (0,747)
rayons. These figures indicate a profound multidi-
mensional crisis, characterized by the deprivations in
most of the dimensions analysed. In the case of the
Cantemir rayon, the deprivations are alarming, co-
vering 10 of the 12 indicators. An in-depth analysis of
the contribution of each dimension to the MPI score
reveals multiple structural deficiencies. Regarding
Cantemir, health (0,249) and living conditions
(0,249) contribute more to the overall score, being
followed by education (0,166) and the social pro-
tection (0,166). In case of Leova education and living
conditions are the main source of deprivation (0,249
each), while in the case of Stefan Voda rayon, health
represents the most critical dimension (0,249). There-
fore, in these administrative units, it is essential to
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esentiald implementarea unui pachet integrat de ma-
suri care sa cuprinda atdt modernizarea infrastructurii
de baza (apa, canalizare, gaz), cat si programe educa-
tionale, de formare profesionala si sprijin social, adap-
tate nevoilor specifice ale comunitatilor. Strategiile de
interventie trebuie sa fie holistice, vizdnd simultan mai
multe sectoare pentru a genera un impact cumulativ.

2. UAT-uri cu scoruri de deprivare ridi-
cate (IMS 0,500-0,699)

Raionul Taraclia (0,581) se incadreaza in
aceastd categorie si necesitd, de asemenea, o abor-
dare strategicd. Analiza detaliata a datelor releva ca
raionul Taraclia se confruntd cu deprivari semni-
ficative, unde protectia sociald are cea mai mare
contributie la IMS (42,9%), urmatd de conditiile de
trai (29,5%) si sanatate (28,5%). Un aspect notabil
este absenta deprivarilor In domeniul educatiei.
Acest profil socio-economic este sustinut de defi-
ciente pe sapte indicatori cheie: mortalitate infantila,
deficit de cadre medicale, lipsa serviciilor de sani-
tatie, nivel redus de gazificare, somaj ridicat, venituri
salariale scazute si pondere ridicatd a populatiei cu
pensie minima. In consecinti, interventiile trebuie sa
vizeze, in special, imbunatatirea serviciilor medicale,
programe de stimulare a ocuparii fortei de munca si
majorarea prestatiilor sociale, pentru a raspunde
nevoilor specifice ale populatiei.

3. UAT-uri cu scoruri de deprivare mode-
rate (IMS 0,333-0,499)

Raionul Cimislia (0,498) inregistreaza defi-
ciente care, desi mai reduse ca numar (sase indica-
tori), necesita interventii specifice pentru a preveni
agravarea situatiei. Contributia la IMS indica depri-
vari semnificative in educatie (33,3%) si protectie
sociala (33,3%), in timp ce sanatatea si conditiile de
trai participd cu cite 16,7% fiecare. Pentru raionul
Cimislia, prioritatile de politica publica ar trebui sa
includd investitii In modernizarea unitatilor medi-
cale, extinderea retelelor de canalizare si programe
de sustinere a grupurilor vulnerabile. O abordare
preventiva este cruciald, in acest caz, pentru a evita
alunecarea spre o deprivare mai accentuata.

4. UAT-uri cu scoruri de deprivare scizute
(IMS < 0,332)

Aceastd categorie include raioanele Basara-
beasca, Cahul, Causeni si Unitatea Teritoriala
Autonomd Gagauzia (UTAG), care indicd un nivel
general mai bun al bunastirii multidimensionale.
Chiar daca nu sunt clasificate ca fiind sarace, aceste
raioane 1inregistreaza totusi deficiente pe patru
indicatori, necesitdnd interventii specifice pentru a
impiedica adancirea deprivarii.

e Raionul Basarabeasca se confruntd cu
deprivari exclusiv pe dimensiunile educatiei si con-
ditiilor de trai, fiecare contribuind cu 50% la scorul
sdu. Sdnatatea si protectia sociald nu reprezinta surse
de deprivare in acest raion. Din acest motiv,
prioritatile de interventie includ imbunatatirea cali-

implement an integrated package of measures that
includes both the modernization of basic infrastruc-
ture (water supply, sewage, gas), as well as targeted
educational, vocational training and social support
programs, adapted to the specific needs of the com-
munities. Intervention strategies must be holistic,
targeting multiple sectors simultaneously to generate
a cumulative and sustainable impact.

2. ATU with high deprivation scores (MPI
0,500-0,699)

The Taraclia rayon (0,581) falls into this cate-
gory and also requires a strategic and coordinated
approach. Detailed analysis of data shows that
Taraclia rayon faces significant deprivations, where
the social protection, is one with high contribution
to the MPI (42,9%), followed by health care (28,5%),
and the living conditions (29,5%). No deprivations
are recorded in the field of education. This socio-
economic profile is characterized by deprivations for
7 key indicators: infant mortality, shortage of medical
staff, inadequate sanitation services, low gasification
rates, high unemployment, low income, and high
share of retired population with minimum pension. In
consequence, interventions must particularly aim at
improving medical services, employment incentive
programs, and increasing social benefits, to meet the
specific needs of the local population.

3. TAU with moderate deprivation scores
(MP1 0,333-0,499)

Cimislia rayon (0.498) records deficiencies
that, although fewer in number (6 indicators), require
specific interventions to prevent the deprivation
deepening. The contribution of the MPI, indicates
significant deprivations in education (33,3%), and the
social protection (33,3%), while health and living
conditions contribute equally by (16,7%) each. For
Cimislia public policies priorities should include
investments in the rehabilitation of healthcare faci-
lities, the expansion of sanitation systems and sup-
port programs for vulnerable groups. A preventive
approach is crucial in this case to avoid sliding into
deeper deprivation.

4, ATU with
(MDI < 0.332)

This category includes Basarabeasca, Cahul,
Causeni and, in particular, Autonomous Territorial
Unit of Gagauzia (ATU Gagauzia), which indicates a
generally high level for the multidimensional well-
being. Even though they are not classified as poor,
these rayon’s still register deficiencies on 4 indica-
tors, requiring specific interventions to prevent
deepening deprivation.

e Basarabeasca rayon records significant
deficiencies in education (50%), and the living con-
ditions (around 50%), health and social protection are
not sources of deprivation in this district. For this
reason, intervention priorities include improving the
quality of education and reducing school dropout

low deprivation scores
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tatii educatiei si reducerea abandonului gcolar, alaturi
de dezvoltarea infrastructurii de baza pentru apa pota-
bila si canalizare.

e Cahul prezinta o contributie echilibratd a
deprivarilor, cu cate 25% din fiecare dimensiune:
sdnatate, educatie, conditii de trai si protectie sociala.
Interventiile esentiale vizeaza reducerea mortalitatii
infantile, combaterea abandonului scolar, extinde-
rea serviciilor de sanitatie si masuri de sustinere a
paturilor social-vulnerabile.

o Causeni inregistreaza cele mai mari contri-
butii din conditiile de trai (50%), urmate de sanatate
(25%) si protectie sociald (25%), in timp ce educatia nu
reprezintd o sursd de deprivare. Astfel, interventiile
esentiale vizeaza consolidarea programelor de nutritie si
sanatate publica, extinderea infrastructurii de sanitatie si
gazificare, precum si masuri de protectie sociala.

o Unitatea Teritoriala Autonoma Gagauzia
(UTAG) este cel mai putin deprivat (scor IMS de
0,166), o constatare semnificativi pentru intreaga
regiune. Profilul sdu de deprivare se distinge de al
celorlalte raioane, deoarece deficientele sunt izolate la
doar doi indicatori specifici: sdndtatea si protectia
sociala. Fiecare dintre aceste dimensiuni contribuie in
mod egal (50% fiecare) la scorul total al unitatii
administrativ-teritoriale, cu un scor de 0,083 pentru
sanatate si 0,083 pentru protectie sociala. Faptul, ca
deprivarile sunt limitate la doar doud domenii, demon-
streazd o bund capacitate de rezilientd, care se distinge
clar de celelalte unitati administrative din sud. Prin
urmare, interventiile pentru UTAG ar trebui sa fie
strategice si preventive, vizdnd, in mod direct, reduce-
rea mortalitatii infantile si imbunatitirea veniturilor
salariale, pentru a consolida progresele obtinute si a
preveni adancirea vulnerabilitatilor in viitor.

Asadar, analiza detaliata a profilurilor teritoriale
de saricie multidimensionalda in Regiunea de Sud
scoate in evidenta o realitate fragmentata si complexa,
care necesitda o departajare clara de abordarile
uniforme si generalizate. Heterogenitatea sem-
nificativa a scorurilor IMS, de la criza profunda din
raioanele precum Cantemir, Leova si Stefan Voda,
pand la vulnerabilitdtile relativ izolate din UTAG,
subliniazd imperativul strategic de a trece de la politici
universale la interventii diferentiate si hiper-localizate.
Aceasta cartografiere a deprivarilor nu numai ca
identifica punctele critice, dar si oferd un plan tacto-
logic precis pentru actiune, evidentiind ca solutiile
eficiente trebuie sa fie calibrate pe baza configuratiei
specifice a nevoilor si a potentialului fiecarui teritoriu.
Astfel, decidentii publici sunt pusi in posesia unui
instrument analitic, esential, pentru alocarea eficienta
a resurselor si pentru elaborarea de politici sociale
care sd vizeze nu doar simptomele, ci si cauzele
structurale ale saraciei in fiecare comunitate.

Concluzii

1. Indicele Multidimensional al Saraciei
(IMS), calculat prin metoda Alkire-Foster pentru
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rates, along with developing basic infrastructure for
drinking water and sanitation.

e Cahul rayon presents a well-balanced con-
tribution of the deprivations (25%), in each dimen-
sion: health, education, living conditions, and the
social protection. Essential interventions aim to
reduce infant mortality, combat school dropout,
expand sanitation services, and support measures for
socially vulnerable groups.

e Causeni rayon registers the highest con-
tribution in terms of living conditions (50%), follo-
wed by health (25%), and social protection (25%),
whereas education is not a source of deprivation.
Thus, essential interventions aim to strengthen nutria-
tion and public health programs, expand sanitation
and gasification infrastructure, as well as social pro-
tection measures.

e Autonomous Territorial Unit Gagauzia
(ATU Gagauzia) is the least deprived (IMS score of
0,166), a significant finding for the entire region. Its
deprivation profile stands out from the other districts,
as the deficiencies are isolated to only two specific
indicators: health and social protection. Each of these
dimensions contributes equally (50% each) to the
total score of the administrative-territorial unit, with a
score of 0,083 for health and 0,083 for social
protection. The fact that deprivations are limited to
only two areas demonstrates a good capacity for
resilience, which clearly distinguishes it from the other
administrative units in the south. Therefore, interven-
tions for ATU Gagauzia should be strategic and
preventive, directly targeting the reduction of infant
mortality and the improvement of wage incomes, in
order to consolidate the progress achieved and prevent
the deepening of vulnerabilities in the future.

Therefore, the detailed analysis of the territorial
profiles of multidimensional poverty in the Southern
Region highlights a fragmented and complex reality,
which requires a clear departure from uniform and
generalized approaches. The significant heterogeneity
of the MPI scores, from the deep crisis in rayon’s such
as Cantemir, Leova and Stefan Voda, to the relatively
isolated vulnerabilities in ATU Gagauzia, underlines
the strategic imperative to move from universal
policies to differentiated and hyper-localized inter-
ventions. This mapping of deprivations not only
identifies the critical points, but also provides a precise
tactical plan for action, highlighting that effective
solutions must be calibrated based on the specific
configuration of needs and potential of each territory.
Thus, public decision-makers are put in possession of
an essential analytical tool for the efficient allocation
of resources and for the elaboration of social policies
that target not only the symptoms, but also the struc-
tural causes of poverty in each community.

Conclusions

1. The Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI), calculated using the Alkire-Foster method for
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Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova, a atins
valoareca de 0,378, semnaldnd o vulnerabilitate
structurald majora. Mai mult, 55,5% dintre raioane (5
din 9) au fost clasificate ca fiind sarace (IMS > 0,333).
In aceste zone, populatia se confrunti, in medie, cu
privatiuni pe 68,1% dintre dimensiunile analizate
(intensitatea A=0,681), ceea ce oferd o baza empirica
solida pentru intelegerea fenomenului.

2. Studiul a scos 1n evidentd o heterogenitate
pronuntata, cu valori ale IMS cuprinse intre 0,166
(UTAG) si 0,830 (Cantemir). Acest ecart semnifi-
cativ, de aproape cinci ori, demonstreazd esecul
abordarilor uniforme. Analiza contributiei dimension-
nale a dezvaluit profiluri radical diferite: de la pri-
vatiuni pe 10 dimensiuni in Cantemir la deficiente pe
doar 2 dimensiuni (sdndtate si protectic sociald) in
UTAG, impunand interventii calibrate precis pe
specificul fiecarei unititi administrativ-teritoriale.

3. Confirmand ipoteza, dimensiunile sanatate
(26,8%) si educatie (22%) au avut cea mai mare
contributie la IMS-ul agregat. Acest lucru este vizibil
in profilul raionului Leova, unde educatia contribuie
cu 33,3% la scorul sdu ridicat de 0,747, sau in Cahul,
unde sdnatatea este una dintre cele patru dimensiuni
deficitare. Investitiile in aceste domenii sunt, prin
urmare, esentiale pentru a rupe ciclul saraciei.

4. Faptul ca raionul Cimislia (IMS=0,498) se
afla la limita de clasificare in categoria ,,sarac”,
subliniaza oportunitatea urgentd a unor politici pre-
ventive. Alocarea strategicd a resurselor, pentru a
impiedica aceste teritorii sa alunece intr-o privatiune
profunda, este mai eficientd si mai putin costisitoare
decét interventiile curative ulterioare.

Harta detaliata a privatiunilor oferitd de IMS,
care identificd punctele critice (de exemplu, protectia
sociala contribuie cu 42,9% la IMS 1in Taraclia, iar
conditiile de trai cu 50% in Causeni), oferd autorita-
tilor un instrument analitic esential de planificare.
Acesta permite directionarea resurselor si actiunilor
catre problemele specifice ale fiecarei comunitati,
sprijinind o guvernanta bazata pe date si dovezi.

the Southern Region of the Republic of Moldova,
reached the value of 0,378, signalling a major struc-
tural vulnerability. Moreover, 55,5% of the rayons (5
out of 9) were classified as poor (MPI > 0,333). In
these areas, the population faces, on average,
deprivations on 68,1% of the analyzed dimensions
(intensity A=0,681), which provides a solid empirical
basis for understanding the phenomenon.

2. The study highlighted extreme hetero-
geneity, with MPI values ranging from 0,166 in
Autonomous Territorial Unit Gagauzia (ATU Gagau-
zia) to 0,830 in Cantemir. This significant difference,
almost fivefold, demonstrates the failure of uniform
approaches. The analysis of the dimensional con-
tribution revealed radically different profiles: from
deprivations on 10 dimensions in Cantemir to
deficiencies on only 2 dimensions (health and social
protection) in ATU Gagauzia, requiring interventions
precisely calibrated to the specifics of each admi-
nistrative-territorial unit.

3. Confirming the hypothesis, the dimensions
health (26,8%) and education (22%) had the greatest
contribution to the aggregate MPI. This is particularly
visible in the profile of Leova rayon, where education
accounts for 33,3% to its high score of 0,747, and in
Cahul, where health is one of the four deficient
dimensions. Investments in these areas are, therefore,
essential to break the cycle of poverty.

4. The fact that Cimislia rayon (MPI1=0,498)
is on the verge of being classified as “poor” high-
lights the urgent need for preventive policies. Stra-
tegic allocation of resources to prevent these terri-
tories from slipping into deep deprivation is more
effective and less costly than subsequent curative
interventions.

The detailed deprivation map provided by the
MPI, which identifies hotspots (social protection
contributes 4,9% to the MPI in Taraclia, and living
conditions 50% in Causeni), provides authorities with
an essential planning tool. It allows resources targe-
ting and actions towards the specific problems of
each community, promoting data and evidence driven
governance.
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