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Rezumat

Scopul prezentului articol constd in apreCie-
rea socio-economicd si evolutivd a satelor mici si
mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova.
Obiectivele lucrarii sunt: a) sistematizarea §i carac-
terizarea generald a satelor mici si mijlocii din regiu-
nea de studiu; b) evaluarea dinamici satelor mici si
mijlocii intre anii 1959-2024; c¢) analiza particula-
ritatilor regionale si zonale ale acestei categorii de
asezdri umane in aria de cercetare; d) identificarea
problemelor si oportunitdtilor actuale de dezvoltare a
satelor mici si mijlocii, pe exemplul Regiuni de Sud a
Republicii Moldova.

Lucrarea are la baza consultarea literaturii
de specialitate, precum si prelucrarea datelor statis-
tice referitoare la dinamica efectivului populatiei
asezarilor umane din Regiunea de Sud, pe baza re-
censamintelor populatiei realizate pe teritoriul Repu-
blicii Moldova intre anii 1959-2024. Cercetarile rea-
lizate demonstreaza ritmuri mai accelerate de dimi-
nuare a efectivului populatiei in comparatie cu satele
mari §i localitatile urbane.

Cuvinte-cheie: populatie, sate mici si mijlocii,
recensamdnt, Regiunea de Sud.

Clasificarea JEL: J11, R12, O18.

Introducere

Populatia reprezintd elementul fundamental
al progresului oricarui sistem socio-economic si
spatial, indiferent de dimensiunea si structura aces-
tuia. Aceasta joacd un rol esential, fiind, in acelasi
timp, producator si consumator de bunuri si servicii.
Insuficienta resurselor umane, in special a celor apte
de muncd, poate sd genereze dificultiti majore in
dezvoltarea socio-economica [10, p. 42]. Populatia
rurald a fost prima, care a creat localitati, a dezvoltat
si a raspandit cultura plantelor si cresterea anima-
lelor [16, p. 98], extrem de importante pentru exis-
tenta umana.
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to assess the socio-
economic and developmental status of small and
medium-sized villages in the Southern Region of the
Republic of Moldova. The objectives of the study are as
follows: a) systematisation and general characterisation
of small and medium-sized villages in the study region;
b) evaluation of the dynamics of small and medium-
sized villages between 1959-2024; c) analysis of the
regional and zonal peculiarities of this category of
human settlements in the research area; d) identification
of current problems and development opportunities
for small and medium-sized villages, using the example
of the Southern Region of the Republic of Moldova.

The study is based on a review of the specia-
lized literature, as well as processing and analysis of
statistical data regarding the dynamics of the popu-
lation of human settlements in the Southern Region,
based on the population censuses conducted on the
territory of the Republic of Moldova during the pe-
riod 1959-2024. The results of the research indicate
more accelerated rates of population decline in small
and medium-sized villages compared with large villa-
ges and urban localities.

Keywords: population, small and medium-
sized villages, census, Southern Region.

JEL Classification: J11, R12, O18.

Introduction

Population represents the fundamental element
of the progress of any socio-economic and spatial
system, regardless of its size and structure. It plays an
essential role, acting simultaneously as both a produ-
cer and a consumer of goods and services. The shor-
tage of human resources, particularly of the working-
age population, can generate significant difficulties
for socio-economic development [10, p. 42]. Histori-
cally, rural populations were the first to establish
settlements and to develop and spread crop cultiva-
tion and animal husbandry [16, p. 98], activities that
remain extremely important for human existence.
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Situatia geo-demografica si socio-economica
tot mai dificild a satelor mici si mijlocii (SMM) din
Republica Moldova, in special, a celor situate la
periferia raioanelor administrative, reprezintad o pro-
blemd majora pentru admninistratia publicd centrala
si locald (APC si APL), care necesita resurse finan-
ciare majore, dar absolut necesare. Importanta unui
studiu complex al acestei categorii de localitdti pro-
blematice rezulta si din practica frecventd de alocare
a resurselor financiare si de aprobare a finantarii
proiectelor regionale si locale pe directiile prioritare
stabilite, fara a tine cont de situatia geo-demografica
si de evolutia acesteia in viitorul apropiat, mai ales de
migratia tot mai intensa a tinerilor si de imbatranirea
demograficd mai accelerata a satelor mici si mijlocii.
Aceste procese demografice nefavorabile reduc sem-
nificativ capacitatea APL de a gestiona problemele
comunitare actuale, precum aprovizionarea cu apa
potabila de calitate, evacuarea conforma a deseurilor
si a apelor reziduale, rezilienta la schimbarile si
riscurile climatice etc.

Ocupatia predominant agricold, dependenta de
conditiile si riscurile naturale, cu o rentabilitate eco-
nomicd mai redusid decat in industrie sau servicii,
oferd oportunitati mai modeste de dezvoltare si de
finantare a unor proiecte majore de infrastructura.
Totodata, in lipsa unor resurse industriale abundente
si in conditiile unui deficit tot mai pronuntat de
resurse de apa pentru agricultura, este necesard iden-
tificarea unor activititi economice alternative si
sigure, care ar putea creste veniturile populatiei sate-
lor mici si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud (RS), care
include 2 Regiuni de Dezvoltare (RD): Regiunea de
Dezvoltare Sud (RDS), din care fac parte 8 raioane
administrative  (Basarabeasca, Cahul, Cantemir,
Causeni, Cimislia, Leova, Stefan Voda si Taraclia) si
RD UTA Gagauzia (tabelele 1-5).

Materiale si metode de cercetare

Lucrarea are la bazd consultarea literaturii de
specialitate, precum si prelucrarea unui bogat mate-
rial statistic extras din rezultatele publicate ale recen-
samintelor populatiei realizate pe teritoriul Republicii
Moldova in anii 1959, 1970, 1979, 1989, 2004, 2014
si 2024. Pentru elaborarea prezentului studiu au fost
consultate, in mod special, lucrdrile autorilor autoh-
toni privind evolutia si caracteristicile de baza ale
populatiei in perioada recentd, printre care men-tio-
nam monografiile: ,Populatia rurald a Republicii
Moldova: cercetdri geodemografice” de M. Hachi si
M. Mitcu (2008) [12], ,,Formarea populatiei Repu-
blicii Moldova (studiu istorico-demografic)”, coor-
donator C. Matei (2017) [11], ,,Tranzitia demogra-
fica” de A. Grozav (2012) [9]. De asemenea, deosebit
de valoroase sunt studiile regionale elaborate in ca-
drul Institutului de Ecologie si Geografie in anii
2020-2024 [1, 2, 7, 10].

Pentru elaborarea prezentului studiu au fost
aplicate urmatoarele metode de cercetare:
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The increasingly difficult geo-demographic and
socio-economic situation of small and medium-sized
villages (SMSVs) in the Republic of Moldova, espe-
cially of those located on the periphery of admi-
nistrative districts, represents a major problem for both
central and local public authorities (CPA and LPA),
which requires major, but absolutely necessary, finan-
cial resources. The importance of conducting a com-
prehensive study of this category of vulnerable locali-
ties also results from the frequent practice of allocating
financial resources and of approving the financing of
regional and local development projects according to
pre-established priority directions, often without taking
into account the geo-demographic situation and its
evolution in the near future. This is particularly rele-
vant in the context of increasingly intense migration of
young people and the more accelerated demographic
aging of SMSVs. These unfavourable demographic
processes significantly reduce the capacity of LPA to
manage current community problems, such as the
supply with quality drinking water, the proper disposal
of waste and of wastewater, and resilience to climate
change and associated risks, etc.

The predominantly agricultural nature of eco-
nomic activity in these settlements, which is highly
dependent on natural conditions and environmental
risks and generally less profitable than industrial or
services-sector activities, offers more modest oppor-
tunities for development and for financing major
infrastructure projects. At the same time, in the ab-
sence of significant industrial resources and under
conditions of an increasingly pronounced deficit of
water resources for agriculture, it becomes necessary
to identify alternative and sustainable economic
activities that could increase the incomes levels of the
population in small and medium-sized villages of the
Southern Region (SR). This region includes two
Development Regions (DRs): the South Development
Region (SDR) which includes eight administrative
districts (Basarabeasca, Cahul, Cantemir, Causeni,
Cimislia, Leova, Stefan Voda and Taraclia) and the
Development Region of the Autonomous Territorial
Unit of Gagauzia (DR UTA Gagauzia (tables 1-5).

Materials and Research Methodology

The study is based on a review of specialised
literature, as well as on processing of extensive statis-
tical data extracted from the published results of po-
pulation censuses conducted on the territory of the
Republic of Moldova in 1959, 1970, 1979, 1989, 2004,
2014 and 2024. For the preparation of this research,
the works of local scholars concerning the evolution
and main characteristics of the population in the
recent period were consulted. Among these, parti-
cular reference should be made to the monographs:
“Rural Population of the Republic of Moldova:
Geodemographic Research” by M. Hachi and M.
Matcu (2008) [12], “Population Formation of the
Republic of Moldova (Historical-Demographic Study)”,
coordinated by C. Matei (2017) [11], “Demographic
Transition” by A. Grozav (2012) [9]. In addition,
particularly valuable are the regional studies conduc-
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1. Statistico-matematice — pentru procesarea ba-
zei de date privind evolutia efectivului satelor
mici si mijlocii din regiunea de studiu;

2. Istorica — la analiza evolutiei populatiei si ase-
zarilor umane din Regiunea de Sud;

3. Analiza sistemicd — pentru identificarea situa-
tiillor problematice si relatiilor cauza-efect si
abordarea sintetica a temei de cercetare expuse
in prezentul articol;

4. Analizei SWOT (Strenghts, Weaknesses,
Oportunities, Threats) — la elucidarea si ana-
liza problemelor si oportunitatilor de dezvol-
tare a satelor mici si mijlocii din Regiunea de
Sud (tabelul 5);

5. Comparativi — la analiza diferenteor si simi-
litudinilor intraregionale privind evolutia nu-
marului populatiei si caracteristicilor geode-
mografice acesteia in SMM.

Rezultate si discutii

Satul, ca ecosistem rural, rezultd din relatiile
dintre om si mediul inconjurator prin interactiunea
componentelor sale materiale §i naturale. Satul are
nevoie de o astfel de organizare, care sa satisfaca ne-
cesitatile sociale, economice si pe cele de relatie cu
mediul. Asezarea rurald are o functie de baza, cea eco-
nomica, care determind modul de utilizare a teri-
toriului, pe care populatia isi desfisoard activitatea.
Totodata, satul are si o functie sociala, deoarece repre-
zintd spatiul pe care se desfasoard intreaga activitate
a societatii.

In privinta clasificarii satelor, conform dimen-
siunii demografice, in diferite surse gasim aceleasi
limite populationale de delimitare in Republica Mol-
dova: 1001-2000 locuitori — mijlocii; 201-1000 locui-
tori — mici; sub 200 de locuitori — foarte mici [1,
p. 45,7, 12]. In contextul sciderii numarului popula-
tiei rurale, am considerat mai oportund urmatoarea
tipologie: sate mijlocii — localitatile rurale, care au un
numar de locuitori intre 501 si 1500 locuitori; sate
mici — 201-500 de locuitori; sate foarte mici — cu mai
putin de 200 de locuitori.

Evolutia numéarului de sate mici si mij-
locii

Conform datelor Recensamantului populatiei
din anul 2024, din 307 de localitdti rurale recenzate in
Regiunea de Sud, 249 sau 80%, sunt satele mici si
mijlocii, inclusiv 110 (44%) sate mijlocii, 77 (31%)
sate mici si 62 (25%) sate foarte mici (tabelele 1-2).

ted by the Institute of Ecology and Geography during
the period 2020-2024 [1, 2, 7, 10].

For elaboration of this study were applied the
following research methods:

1. Statistical and mathematical analysis — used
for processing the database regarding the evo-
lution of the population in small and medium-
sized villages within the study region;

2. Historical analysis — applied in order to exa-
mine the evolution of population and human
settlements in the Southern Region;

3. Systemic analysis — employed to identify pro-
blematic situations and cause-effect relation-
ships, as well as provide a synthetic approach
to the research topic presented in this article;

4. SWOT analysis (Strenaths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, Threats) — used for elucidating
and analysing the problems and opportunities
for the development of small and medium-sized
villages in the Southern Region (table 5);

5. Comparative analysis — applied for analysing
intra-regional differences and similarities re-
garding the evolution of the population num-
ber and its geodemographic characteristics in
the SMSVs.

Results and Discussions

The village, as a rural ecosystem, results from
the interaction between humans and the environ-
ment through the interrelation of its material and na-
tural components. The village needs an organisational
structure capable of satisfying social, economic, and
environmental needs. The rural settlements perform
a fundamental economic function, which determines
the way in which land resources are utilised by the
population in carrying out their activities. At the
same time, the village also has an important social
function, as it represents the space in which the daily
life and activities of the community take place.

Regarding the classification of villages accor-
ding to their demographic size, various sources provide
similar population thresholds for the Republic of
Moldova: 1001-2000 inhabitants — medium-sized villa-
ges; 201-1000 inhabitants — small villages; and fewer
than 200 inhabitants — very small villages [1, p. 45; 7;
12]. In the context of the decline in the rural population,
the present study considers the following typology to be
more appropriate: medium-sized villages — rural loca-
lities with a population between 501 and 1500 inhabi-
tants; small villages — with 201-500 inhabitants; and
very small villages — with fewer than 200 inhabitants.

Evolution of the Number of Small and
Medium-Sized Villages

According to the 2024 Population and Housing
Census (PHC), out of 307 rural localities recorded in
the Southern Region, 249 localities (approximately
80%) are classified as small and medium-sized villa-
ges. These include 110 medium-sized villages (44%),
77 small villages (31%), and 62 very small villages
(25%) (tables 1-2).
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Figura 1. Repartitia spatiali a satelor mici si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud, 2024 [4]/
Figure 1. Spatial distribution of small and medium-sized villages in the Southern Region, 2024 [4]
Sursa: Recensamantului populatiei si locuintelor din anul 2024/

Source:The 2024 Population and Housing Census

Cele mai multe sate mici si mijlocii se atesta
in raioanele Cahul (41), Cantemir (36), Leova (31) si
Cimislia (27) (tabelul 1). Satele mari se afla
predominant in luncile raurilor Nistru si Prut, precum
si in Unitatea Teritoriald Autonoma (UTA) Gagauzia
(figura 1), iar satele mici si mijlocii predomind in
zonele deluroase, cu fragmentare mai accentuata a
reliefului. In plus, un numar semnificativ de sate mici
si mijlocii sunt populate de minoritati etnice (nemti,
cehi, rusi, ucraineni), cu un potential turistic deosebit
de valoros, mai ales pentru vizitatorii straini. Dintre
satele foarte mici, 32 sunt extrem de mici, cu un
numar mai putin de 100 de locuitori, iar 18 sate au
mai putin de 50 de locuitori, unele dintre care vor
disparea in curand. Astfel, satul Zviozdocica (Cau-
seni) are 10 locuitori, Artimonovca (Cimislia) — 18
locuitori, Pitesti (Leova) — 11 locuitori, Popovca
(Cantemir) — 6 locuitori, Dermenji (Taraclia) — 13
locuitori, Orehovca (Taraclia) — 15 locuitori.

In perioada 1959-2024, numarul satelor mici
si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud inregistreazda o
evolutie oscilanta, pe fonul unei tendinte generale
pozitive. In anii 1959-1970 se observa o dinamica
generald negativa, cauzatd de cresterea numarului
populatiei si de trecerea unor sate mijlocii In
categoria satelor mari, ca urmare a sporului natural
inalt si urbanizarii mai putin intense si mai tardive
fata de celelalte regiuni ale Republicii Moldova.
Dinamica negativa se manifestd mai pronuntat in anii
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The largest number of small and medium-sized
villages is located in the districts of Cahul (41),
Cantemir (36), Leova (31), and Cimiglia (27) (table 1).
Large villages are predominantly situated near the
Dniester and Prut rivers, as well as within the Auto-
nomous Territorial Unit (ATU) of Gagauzia (figure 1),
whereas small and medium-sized villages are more
common in hilly areas characterised by a more
fragmented relief. Furthermore, a significant number
of small and medium-sized villages are inhabited by
ethnic minorities (Germans, Czechs, Russians, and
Ukrainians), which represent an important cultural and
tourism potential, particularly for international visitors.
Among the very small villages, 32 are extremely
small, with fewer than 100 inhabitants, while 18
villages have fewer than 50 inhabitants, some of which
are likely to disappear in the near future. For example,
the village of Zviozdocica (Causeni district) has 10
inhabitants, Artimonovca (Cimislia) — 18 inhabitants,
Pitesti (Leova) — 11 inhabitants, Popovca (Cantemir) —
6 inhabitants, Dermenji (Taraclia) — 13 inhabitants,
and Orehovca (Taraclia) — 15 inhabitants.

During the period 1959-2024, the number of
small and medium-sized villages in the Southern
Region displayed an oscillating evolution, against the
background of an overall positive trend. Between
1959-1970, a general negative dynamic was observed,
primarily due to population growth and the transition
of some medium-sized villages into the category of
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1970-1980 la satele mijlocii si la satele foarte mici
(tabelele 1-2), iar la satele mici intre 201-500
locuitori, se observa o evolutie oscilanta, cu fluctuatii
minore, care S-a pastrat pana in 2014. Dupa anul
1979 se manifestd o dinamica generala pozitiva, cu
ritmuri mai lente intre sub-perioadele 1979-1989,
2004-2014 si ritmuri mai rapide Intre anii 1989-2004
si, mai ales, 2014-2024, la satele mici si foarte mici.

large villages, due to natural population increase and a
relatively slower process of urbanisation compared
with other regions of the Republic of Moldova. The
negative dynamics became more pronounced during
1970-1980, in medium-sized and very small villages
(tables 1-2), while in small villages with 201-500
inhabitants the is observed an oscillating evolution,
with minor fluctuations that persisted until 2014. After
1979, a general positive dynamic can be observed,
with slower growth rates during the sub-periods 1979-
1989 and 2004-2014, and more pronounced during
1989-2004 and especially 2014-2024, in small and
very small villages.

Tabelul 1/Table 1

Evolutia numarului de sate mici si mijlocii in raioanele din RDS si UTA Gégiuzia, unitati/ Evolution
of the number of small and medium-sized villages in the districts of the SDR and Gagauzia ATU, units

Raioane Total SMM/ S and Medium-Size Villages Sate mijlocii/ Medium-Sized Villages
si regiuni/ (0-1500) (501-1500)
District
and regions 1959| 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024 | 1959 | 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024

Caugeni/ Causeni | 25 | 23 24 23 23 23 26 11 9 10 9 9 7 8
Stefan Voda/
Stefan Voda 8 8 8 9 8 8 12 4 5 4 6 6 5 5
Cimiglia/ Cimislia| 27 24 23 24 27 29 39 15 13 10 12 16 15 17
Basarabeasca/
Basarabeasca 6 5 5 5 5 5 7 3 2 2 2 2 2 2
Leova/ Leova 31 33 29 29 41 40 35 18 20 15 14 26 23 12
Cantemir/ Catemir| 36 | 35 35 34 36 39 49 20 19 18 18 19 22 24
Cahul/ Cahul 41 | 34 30 32 33 35 45 26 | 22 | 17 | 20 | 22 | 23 | 27
Taraclia/ Taraclia | 21 22 19 19 24 24 22 10 12 9 9 13 11 8
RDS/ SDR 195| 184 | 173 | 175 | 197 | 203 | 235 | 107 | 102 | 85 90 | 113 | 108 | 103
UTA Gagauzia/
Gagauzia ATU 13 12 12 11 10 12 14 7 7 7 7 5 7 7
Regiuneade Sud/) yng | 196 | 185 | 186 | 207 | 215 | 249 | 114 | 109 | 92 | 97 | 118 | 115 | 110
South Region

Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Evolutia numarului de sate mici si foarte mici in raioanele din RDS si in UTA Gagauzia, unitati/
Evolution of the number of in the districts of the SDR and Gagauzia ATU, units

Raio_ane_/ Sate mici/ Small Villages (201-500) Sate foarte mici/ Very Small Villages (1-200)
si regiuni

District a?,d regions|1959| 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024 | 1959 | 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024
Causeni/ Causeni 10 11 9 7 7 8 7 4 3 5 7 7 8 11
Stefan Voda/

Stefan Voda 2 3 3 2 1 2 6 2 0 1 1 1 1 1
Cimislia/ Cimislia 8 8 10 8 8 8 14 4 3 3 4 3 6 8
Basarabeasca/ 1l 11 1] olol2]2|2]2]21]3]3]s3
Basarabeasca

Leova/ Leova 6 9 8 8 9 9 10 8 4 6 7 6 8 13
Cantemir/ Catemir 10 | 10 11 12 13 13 15 6 6 6 4 4 4 10
Cahul/ Cahul 10 6 7 7 6 7 12 5 6 6 5 5 5 6
Taraclia/ Taraclia 8 6 9 7 8 7 5 3 4 1 3 3 6 9
RDS/ SDR 55 54 58 52 52 54 71 34 28 30 33 32 41 61
UTA Gagauzia/

Gagiuzia ATU 5 4 4 3 4 5 6 1 1 1 1 1 0 1
Regiuneade Sud/ | o4 | 58 | g7 | 55 | 56 | 59 | 77 | 35 | 20 | 31 | 34 | 33 | 41 | 62
South Region

Sursa: Recensamintele populatiei si locuintelor [4-6, 17-19]/ Source: Population and housing censuses [4-6, 17-19]
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Evolutia efectivului populatiei satelor mici
si mijlocii

Dinamica numarului populatiei este un proces
demografic complex, care se manifesta sub influenta
sinergica a factorilor naturali (clima, resurse de apa,
soluri fertile, resurse de hrana vegetald sau animald),
socio-economici, etnico-confesionali, politici sau
ecologici etc. Evolutia efectivului populatiei rurale a
fost determinatd de actiunea sinergica a factorilor
naturali si socio-economici, dar si de politicile pro-
movate in perioada analizatd, marcata de modificarea
semnificativd a comportamentului reproductiv si
migrational [10, p. 20].

Populatia rurald a Regiunii de Sud, dupd o
crestere rapida in anii '50-60 ai secolului trecut, in-
cepe sa scada, spre deosebire de populatia totald a
regiunii, deja in sub-perioada 1970-1979, fapt datorat
intensificdrii urbanizarii in anii 1970-1980 (tabelul
3). Numarul total al populatiei SMM din Regiunea de
Sud inregistreaza o reducere cu cca 17,0 mii persoane
intre perioadele intercenzitare 1959-1979, fapt ce se
explica initial prin cresterea efectivului populatiei
SMM si trecerea unor sate din aceastd categorie in
categoria satelor mari intre anii 1959-1970, iar intre
1970-1979, fiind influentata si de intensificarea pro-
ceselor de urbanizare. Intre anii 1989 si 2014, efecti-
vul populatiei SMM s-a modificat nesemnificativ.

Evolution of the Population of Small and
Medium-Sized Villages

Population dynamics represent a complex de-
mographic process, which manifests itself under the
synergistic influence of various factors, including natu-
ral factors (climate, water resources, fertile soils, and
plant or animal food resources), as socio-economic,
ethnic-confessional, political and ecological factors,
etc. The evolution of the rural population has been
determined by the synergistic action of natural and
socio-economic conditions, as well as by the policies
implemented during the analysed period, which was
characterised by significant changes in reproductive
and migratory behaviour [10, p. 20].

The rural population of the Southern Region,
following a rapid increase during the 1950s and 1960s,
began to decline, in contrast to the total population of
the region, already in the sub-period 1970-1979, caused
by the intensification of urbanisation during the 1970s
and 1980s (table 3). The total population of small and
medium-sized villages in the Southern Region recorded
a decrease of approximately 17,0 thousand people
between the 1959 and 1979 census periods. This can
initially be explained by the growth in the population of
small and medium-sized villages and the reclassification
of some villages from this category into the category of
large villages between 1959 and 1970, while between
1970 and 1979 the decline was also influenced by the
intensification of urbanisation processes. Between 1989
and 2014, the population of small and medium-sized
villages changed only insignificantly.

Tabelul 3/ Table 3

Evolutia numarului populatiei din Regiunea de Sud pe categorii, mii locuitori/
Evolution of the population of the Southern Region by categories, thousands of inhabitants

. X Anii recensamintelor populatiei/
Cgtegolr‘;!e de Pt"P“l‘j‘E‘e/ Population Census Years
opulation categories

P J 1959 | 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024
Populatia totald/ Total population 519 | 645 | 685 | 721 | 680 | 590 | 410
Populatia rurala totala/ Total rural population 445 | 498 | 509 | 505 | 501 | 434 | 285
Populatia satelor mici si mijlocii/
Population of small and medium-sized villages 130 | 123 | 113 | 124 | 124 | 121 | 129
Ponderea SMM din efectivul total al populatiei rurale/
The share of SMSV from total number of rural population 29 | 2 | 23 25 | 25 28 | 45

Sursa: elaborat de autori in baza datelor RPL [4-6, 17-19]/ Source: developed by the authors based

on RPL data [4-6, 17-19]

Cresterea maximala a populatiei in perioada
1959-1989 se observda in urmatoarele sate mici si
mijlocii: Viisoara (de 16,4 ori, de la 51 pana la 834
de locuitori) din raionul Stefan Voda, Nicolaevca (de
7,9 ori) si Pagcani (de 3,0 ori) din raionul Cahul,
Salcia (de 7,8 ori), Novosiolovca (de 5,4 ori) si
Vinogradovca (de 4,8 ori) din raionul Taraclia, Sarata
Noua (de 4 ori) din raionul Leova, Marienfeld (de
3,7 ori) si Ivanovca Noua (de 3,0 ori) din raionul
Cimislia, Svetlii (de 3,8 ori) din UTA Gagauzia,
Plopi (de 3,4 ori) din raionul Cantemir.
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The highest population growth during the
period 1959-1989 was recorded in the following
small and medium-sized villages: Viisoara (16,4-fold
growth, from 51 to 834 inhabitants) in Stefan Voda
District, Nicolaevca (7.9-fold) and Pascani (3,0-fold)
in Cahul District, Salcia (7,8-fold), Novosiolovca
(5,4-fold) and Vinogradovca (4,8-fold) in Taraclia
District, Sarata Noua (4.0-fold) in Leova District,
Marienfeld (3,7-fold) and Ivanovca Noua (3,0-fold)
in Cimiglia District, Svetlii (3,8-fold) in Gagauzia,
and Plopi (3,4-fold) in Cantemir District.
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Sporul maxim al populatiei rurale din Regiu-
nea de Sud se atestd in sub-perioada intercenzitara
1959-1970, ca urmare a natalitdtii maximale, dar si a
urbanizarii mai lente [9, 11]. Dupa anul 1970, ritmu-
rile de crestere scad semnificativ, atat datoritd dimi-
nudrii sporului natural, cat si intensificarii proceselor
de urbanizare. Cea mai mare crestere se inregistreaza
in UTA Gagauzia actualad (+24%), iar cea mai mare
descrestere — in Cimislia (-24%). In unele localitati,
numarul populatiei scade destul de drastic, ca urmare
a migratiei la oras si lipsei oportunitatilor de dezvol-
tare, in special, in satele periferice. Astfel, cele mai
mari scaderi au avut loc in satele lalpujeni din raionul
Cimislia (de 4,6 ori, de la 1427 la 312 locuitori) si
Marianca de Sus din raionul Causeni (de 4,3 ori, de la
426 pana la 100 de locuitori). in Dudulesti din fostul
raion Comrat, numarul populatiei a scazut in perioada
de referinta de 2,7 ori, de la 140 pana la 52 de locui-
tori; in Meseni — de 2,7 ori, in Pitesti — de 2,5 ori
(ambele din raionul Leova).

in perioada 1989-2024, descresterea maximala
a populatiei se observa in urmatoarele sate mici si
mijlocii: Dudulesti din UTA Gagauzia, care a dispa-
rut din 2014, Dermengi (de 14,5 ori — au ramas 13
locuitori) si Vinogradovca (de 7,9 ori) din raionul
Taraclia, Zviozdocica (de 8,1 ori, avand in 2024 doar
10 locuitori) si Tricolici (de 5,0 ori) din raionul
Causeni, Marienfeld (de 6,4 ori) din raionul Cimislia,
Pitesti (de 4,5 ori) si Sarata Noud (de 4,4 ori) din
raionul Leova, Ciobalaccia (de 4 ori) din raionul Can-
temir, Carabiber (de 3,5 ori) din raionul Basarabeasca
si Semionovca (de 3,3 ori) din raionul Stefan Voda.
Intre anii 1989-2004 [5, 17], datoritd, pe de o parte,
crizei economice, iar pe de altd parte, potentialului
demografic nalt al localitatilor rurale de la acea vre-
me, numarul populatiei SMM din Regiunea de Sud se
mentine, chiar cu o crestere foarte mica de 1,4%.

intre anii 2014 si 2024 are loc o reducere
accelerata a efectivului a populatiei rurale din regiune
[4, 5], ca urmare a migratiei populatiei tinere, apte de
muncé (in mare parte datorata liberalizarii regimului
de vize), si imbatranirii demografice a localitatilor.
Numarul total al populatiei regiunii a scazut de la
~490 mii locuitori pana la 410 mii locuitori. Popu-
latia rurala s-a diminuat in aceasta perioada de 1,7
ori, de la 434 mii locuitori pana la 285 mii locuitori
(tabelul 3). in acelasi timp, efectivul populatiei sate-
lor mici si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud inregistreaza,
per ansamblu, o crestere lenta (tabelul 4), fapt ce se
datoreaza, cu precadere diminudrii efectivului popu-
latiei In unele sate, care anterior faceau parte din
categoria satelor mari. Cresterea maximald se atestad
in raioanele Basrabeasca (+83% sau 1521 locuitori),
Stefan Voda (+49% sau cu 2276 locuitori), Causeni
(+38% sau cu 3628 locuitori), Cahul (+21% sau cu
5120 locuitori). Totodatd, diminuarea -efectivului
SMM se constatd in raioanele Taraclioa (de 1,4 ori
sau cu 2249 locuitori), Leova (de ~1,5 ori sau cu

The highest increase in the rural population of
the Southern Region was recorded during the inter-
censal sub-period 1959-1970, as a result of peak birth
rates and slower urbanisation processes [9, 11]. After
1970, growth rates declined significantly, both due to
the reduction in natural population increase and the
intensification of urbanisation. The greatest increase
was recorded in present-day Gagauzia (+24%), while
the greatest decrease was observed in Cimislia
District (-24%). In some localities, the population
declined rather drastically as a result of migration to
urban areas and the lack of development opportu-
nities, particularly in peripheral villages. Thus, the
largest decreases occurred in lalpujeni in Cimislia
District (4,6-fold, from 1,427 to 312 inhabitants) and
Marianca de Sus in Causeni District (4.3-fold, from
426 to 100 inhabitants). In Dudulesti in the former
Comrat District, the population declined by 2,7 times
during the reference period, from 140 to 52 inhabi-
tants; in Meseni, by 2,7 times; and in Pitesti, by 2,5
times (both in Leova District).

During the period 1989-2024, the sharpest po-
pulation decline was observed in the following small
and medium-sized villages: Dudulesti in Gagauzia,
which had disappeared by 2014, Dermengi (14,5-fold
decline, with only 13 inhabitants remaining) and
Vinogradovca (7,9-fold) in Taraclia District, Zvioz-
docica (8,1-fold decline, with only 10 inhabitants re-
maining in 2024) and Tricolici (5,0-fold) in Causeni
District, Marienfeld (6,4-fold) in Cimislia District,
Pitesti (4,5-fold) and Sarata Noua (4,4-fold) in Leova
District, Ciobalaccia (4,0-fold) in Cantemir District,
Carabiber (3,5-fold) in Basarabeasca District, and
Semionovca (3,3-fold) in Stefan Voda District. Between
1989 and 2004 [5, 17], owing, on the one hand, to the
economic crisis and, on the other hand, to the still
high demographic potential of rural localities at that
time, the population of small and medium-sized
villages in the Southern Region remained relatively
stable, even recording a slight increase of 1,4%.

Between 2014 and 2024, an accelerated de-
cline in the rural population of the region took place
[4, 5], as a result of the migration of the young wor-
king-age population (largely due to the liberalisation
of the visa regime) and the demographic ageing of
rural localities. The total population of the region
declined from approximately 490 to 410 thousand
inhabitants. During the same period, the rural popula-
tion decreased by 1,7 times, from 434 to 285 thou-
sand inhabitants (table 3). At the same time, the
population of small and medium-sized villages in the
Southern Region recorded an overall slow increase
(table 4), mainly due to the decline in the population
of certain settlements that had previously belonged to
the category of large villages. The highest increases
were recorded in Basarabeasca (+83%, or 1,521
inhabitants), Stefan Voda (+49%, or 2,276 inhabi-
tants), Causeni (+38%, or 3,628 inhabitants), and
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5016 locuitori) si Cimislia (cu 553 locuitori), fapt ce
se datoreaza predomindrii categorii respective de
sate si in anul 2014, si reducerii efectivului popu-
latiei acestora. De asemenea, o scddere mai lenta
a populatiei se observa in localitatile suburbane
(Congazcicul de Sus de langa Comrat) si/sau in cele
adiacente arterelor de transport importante (Svetlii,
UTA Gagauzia).

Cahul (+21%, or 5,120 inhabitants). At the same time,
a decline in the population of small and medium-sized
villages was observed in Taraclia (by 1,4 times, or
2,249 inhabitants), Leova (by approximately 1,5 times,
or 5,016 inhabitants), and Cimislia (by 553 inha-
bitants), which can be explained by the predominance
of this category of settlements both in 2014 and by the
reduction in their population size. Furthermore, a
slower population decline was observed in suburban
localities (such as Congazcicul de Sus near Comrat)
and/or in those situated adjacent to major transport
routes (such as Svetlii in Gagauzia).

Tabelul 4/ Table 4

Evolutia numirului populatiei din SMM ale Regiunii de Sud intre 2014 si 2024/
Evolution of the population number in the SMV of the Southern Region between 2014 and 2024

Num.{u:u! P"_I.’Ulff.ﬁei din satele Ponderea populatiei din satele
. L mici si mijlocii, locuitori/ mici si mijlocii in 2024 in raport
Raioane si regiuni/ Population of small and medium- | ¢y 2014/ Share of population in
District and regions sized villages, inhabitants small and medium-sized villages
2014 2024 in 2024 compared to 2014
Causeni/ Causeni 9663 13291 138
Stefan Voda/ Stefan Voda 4663 6939 149
Cimislia/ Cimislia 17590 17037 97
Basarabeasca/ Basarabeasca 1823 3344 183
Leova/ Leova 18467 13451 73
Cantemir/ Cantemir 24815 26471 107
Cahul/ Cahul 24600 29720 121
Taraclia/ Taraclia 10691 8442 79
RDS/SDR 112312 118695 106
UTA Gagauzia/ Gagauzia ATU 8329 10454 126
Total/ Media pe regiune
1a pe regiun 120641 129149 107
Total/ Average per region

Sursa: elaborat de autori in baza recensamintelor populatiei din 2014 si 2024 [4, 5]/ Source:
prepared by the authors based on the 2014 and 2024 Population Censuses [4, 5]

in prezent, populatia SMM constituie cca 129
mii locuitori sau 45% din populatia rurala totald a
Regiunii de Sud, inclusiv populatia satelor mijlocii —
97,4 mii locuitori (75%), satelor mici — 25,5 mii
locuitori (20%), iar a satelor foarte mici — doar 6,256
locuitori.

in Regiunea de Sud se constatid discrepanta
dintre numarul de sate mici si foarte mici si numarul
de locuitori din acestea, pe fondul unei diminuari mai
accentuate a populatiei In aceste localitdti rurale.
Acest fapt limiteaza capacitatea de finantare a unor
proiecte de infrastructura si de dezvoltare economica.
Ca rezultat, unele satele mici si foarte mici, defavo-
rizate, sunt sortite sa ramana fara locuitori.

De rand cu problemele mentionate de ordin
economic, demografic si social, asupra dezvoltarii
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Currently, the population of SMSVs amounts
approximately 129 thousand inhabitants, representing
about 45% of the total rural population of the
Southern Region. Of this total, 97,4 thousand inha-
bitants (75%) live in medium-sized villages, 25,5
thousand inhabitants (20%) in small villages, and
only 6,256 inhabitants (5%) in very small villages.

In the Southern Region, there is a significant
discrepancy between the number of small and very
small villages and the size of their populations,
against the background of a more pronounced demo-
graphic decline in these rural localities. This situation
limits their capacity to finance infrastructure and eco-
nomic development projects. As a consequence, some
small and very small disadvantaged villages are
likely to become depopulated in the near future.
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comunitatilor rurale ale Regiunii de Sud, un impact
negativ 1l produce agresiunea militara a Federatiei
Ruse asupra Ucrainei, care alimenteaza starea gene-
rala de incertitudine, amplifica riscurile investitionale
si determind stramutarea si migrarea populatiei
(tabelul 5).

Alongside the aforementioned economic, de-
mographic and social challenges, the development of
rural communities in the Southern Region has also
been negatively affected by the military aggression of
the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which has
intensified the general climate of uncertainty, increa-
sed investment risks and contributed to population
displacement and migration (table 5).

Tabelul 5/ Table 5

Analiza SWOT a satelor mici si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud/
SWOT analysis of small and medium-sized villages in the Southern Region

1

2

Puncte tari/ Strengths

Puncte slabe/ Weaknesses

o Politici de stat pronataliste/ Pro-natalist state policies

e Programe de stat de atragere a tinerilor si de stimu-
lare a migratiei de revenire/State programs to attract
young people and stimulate return migration;

o SMM prezinta zone linistite cu un confort ambiental
ridicat, fiind asezate intr-un cadru natural pitoresc/
SMSV presents quiet areas with high environmental
comfort, being located in a picturesque natural
setting;

o Conectarea la retelele de drumuri, de energie elec-
trice si de comunicatii electronice/ Connection to
road networks, electricity and electronic commu-
nications

e Ocupatii, mestesuguri si obiceiuri locale, cu un po-
tential turistic inalt/ Local occupations, crafts and
customs, with a high tourist potential;

e GAL-uri active 1n localitdtile din cursurile infe-
rioare ale raurilor Nistru si Prut/ The presence of
very active LAGs, especially in the localities in the
lower reaches of the Dniester and Prut rivers;

¢ Proximitatea fata de punctele de trecere a frontierei
de stat, ce stimuleaza cooperarea transfrontalierd/
Proximity to state border crossing points, which
stimulates cross-border cooperation.

¢ Fragmentarea excesiva a RDS/ Excessive fragmen-

tation of the SDR;

e Situatia geo-demografica nefavorabila si cu tendinte

de inrautatire/ Unfavorable geo-demographic situa-
tion with pronounced worsening trends;

e Caracterul rural si agrar pronuntat al regiunii/ Pro-

nounced rural and agrarian character of the region;

e Nivelul mai redus al dezvoltarii social-ecoomice/

Lower level of socio-economic development;

o Oportunitati reduse de angajare a populatiei locale/

Low employment opportunities for local people;

¢ Insuficienta resurselor financiare locale si regionale/

Insufficient local and regional financial resources;

e Starea proastd a drumurilor locale si accesul dificil

catre multe sate din regiune/ Poor condition of
roads and difficult access to many villages in the
region;

e Manifestarea mai intensd a aridizarii climei si defi-

citului de apa/ More intense manifestation of cli-
mate aridification and water shortage;

e Infrastructura si serviciile medicale, educationale,

sociale sunt insuficiente Medical, educational, so-
cial infrastructure and services are insufficient.

Oportunititi/ Opportunities

e Proximitatea fatd de centrele turistice majore gene-
ratoare de turisti, inclusiv orasele Chisindu, Tiras-
pol, Odesa/ Proximity to major tourist areas gene-
rating tourists, including the cities of Chisinau,
Tiraspol, Odessa;

o Cooperarea transfrontaliera in cadrul euroregiunilor/
Cross-border cooperation within euroregions;

e Implementarea proiectelor regionale majore de ex-
tindere si modernizare a infrastructurii fizice/
Implementation of large regional projects to expand
and modernize the physical infrastructure;

e Prezenta parcurilor nationale cu suprafete extinse
si obiective acvatice atractive/ Presence of national
parks with extensive areas, attractive aquatic sights;

Amenintiri/ Threats

o Situatia tensionatd generatd de agresiunea militara a

Rusiei asupra Ucrainei/ The tense situation in
connection with the military siege of the Russia on
the neighboring region of Ukraine;.

e Descresterea continua a numarului populatiei sate-

lor mici si mijlocii/ The danger of further decrease in
the population of small and medium-sized villages;

e Capacitatea redusa de cofinantare a bugetelor

locale/ The reduced capacity for co-financing of
local budgets;

o Reducerea cererii de fortd de munca rurala si salarii

neatractive pentru activitatile desfasurate in me-
diul rural/ Reducing the demand for rural labor
and unattractive wages for activities performed in
rural areas;
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Prelungirea tabelului 5/ Continuation of table 5

1

2

e Promovarea ocupatiilor, mestesugurilor si produse-
lor traditionale in scopul valorificarii turistice/ Pro-
motion of traditional occupations, crafts and pro-
ducts for the purpose of tourism valorization;

e Programe consistente de valorificare a surselor
regenerabile de energie/ Consistent programs for the
valorization of renewable energy sources;

e Valorificarea turisticd si educationald a patrimo-
niului cultural al localitatilor cu minoritati etnice/
Tourist and educational valorization of the cultural
heritage of localities with ethnic minoritie;

e Regionalizarea si descentralizarea serviciilor publi-
ce/ Regionalization and decentralization of public
services;

o Implicarea activa a Asociatiilor de bastinasi si GAL/
Active involvement of Native Associations, LAGs.

o Intensificarea schimbarilor climatice si rezilienta
redusd la efectele acestora/ Intensification of cli-
mate changes and low resilience to their effects;

o Probleme interetnice nesolutionate/Unresolved inte-
rethnic problems;

e Situatia geopolitica tensionata in regiune/ The tense
geopolitical situation in the region;

o Riscuri investitionale majore/ Major investment risks;

o Tergiversarea reformei administrativ-teritoriale si
implementarea insuficient argumentata a acesteia/
Delay in the administrative-territorial reform and its
insufficiently substantiated implementation;

® Vulnerabilitatea sporitd a sectorului agricol/ Increa-
sed vulnerability of the agricultural sector.

in conditiile actuale ale dezvoltirii tehnicii
agricole si ale transportului, nu mai este actuald apro-
pierea permanenta a unei forte de muncd numeroase
de terenurile agricole. Pe de alta parte, locuirea in co-
lectivitati mici reprezintd o formd de organizare so-
ciald naturala si benefica pentru specia umana. Astfel,
se impune o analiza a perspectivelor de continuitate a
satelor mici In contextul dezvoltarii durabile.
Activitatile economice, care ar putea creste
gradul de ocupare si veniturile populatiei satelor mici
si mijlocii din Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Mol-
dova, includ dezvoltarea turismului rural, ecoturis-
mului, turismului viti-vinicol in vindrii artizanale, in
combinatie cu cel gastronomic, precum si valori-
ficarea surselor de energie regenerabila (solarda si
eoliand). De asemenea, este foarte importanta coope-
rarea intercomunitard, pe exemplul Grupurilor de
Actiune Locala (GAL) de succes, dezvoltarea pro-
iectelor transfrontaliere si atragerea diasporei si
asociatiilor de bastinasi.
Concluzii
e Tranzitia demografica in Regiunea de Sud a
demarat mult mai tarziu in comparatie cu cele-
lalte regiuni ale Republici Moldova, pastrand
un spor natural mai inalt, in special in UTA
Gagauzia. Ca urmare a unui potential repro-
ductiv mai nalt si a ponderii mai mari a popu-
latiei tinere, ritmurile de reducere demografica
intre anii 1989-2014, inclusiv in satele mici si
mijlocii ale regiunii, au fost mai lente. In pus,
in sub-perioada 1989-2004, in unele localitati
S-a inregistrat chiar o crestere a populatiei, in
pofida situatiei social-economice dificile, fe-
nomen explicabil prin atingerea varstei repro-
ductive de catre generatiile numeroase nascute
in anii 1980.
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Under the current conditions of technological
development in agriculture and improvements in
transport infrastructure, the permanent proximity of a
large labour force to agricultural land is no longer
essential. On the other hand, living in small commu-
nities represents a traditional form of social organi-
sation that remains beneficial for human societies.
Therefore, it is necessary to analyse the prospects for
the continuity and sustainability of small villages within
the broader framework of sustainable development.

Economic activities that could increase em-
ployment and income levels among the population of
small and medium-sised villages in the Southern
Region of the Republic of Moldova include the deve-
lopment of rural tourism, ecotourism and wine tou-
rism in artisanal wineries, combined with gastrono-
mic tourism, as well as the utilisation of renewable
energy sources, such as solar and wind energy. Inter-
community cooperation is also particularly important,
following the example of successful Local Action
Groups (LAGS), as well as through the development
of cross-border projects and the attraction of invest-
ments from the diaspora and native associations.

Conclusions

e The demographic transition in the Southern

Region began much later than in other regions

of the Republic of Moldova, maintaining rela-

tively higher natural population growth, parti-
cularly in the Autonomous Territorial Unit of

Gagauzia. As a result of a higher reproductive

potential and a larger share of the young po-

pulation, the rates of demographic decline
between 1989 and 2014, including in small
and medium-sized villages, were relatively

slower. Moreover, during the sub-period 1989-

2004, population growth was even recorded in
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e Intre anii 2014-2024 se inregistreaza cea mai
accelerata reducere a populatiei dupa Al Doi-
lea Rézboi Mondial, fapt ce se datoreaza, in
mod special, migratiei externe masive a popu-
latiei tinere, diminudrii semnificative a sporu-
lui natural si accentudrii procesului de Tmba-
trnire demografica intensd. Ca urmare, Regiu-
nea de Sud s-a transformat rapid dintr-o regiune
cel mai mare potential reproductiv si situatie
demografica mai favorabild intr-o regiune mar-
catd de cea mai acelerata depopulare si im-
batranire demografica.

e Regiunea de Sud este mai intens afectata de
aridizarea climei, iar resursele de apa disponi-
bile pentru necesitatile populatiei sunt in
scadere accentuatd si supuse unui grad intens
de poluare, ceea ce afecteazd semnificativ
rezilienta satelor mici si mijlocii.

e Totusi, In pofida situatiei geodemografice ne-
favorabile, existd oportunititi de dezvoltare
bazate pe valorificarea durabila si eficienta a
resurselor locale, dar si pe atragarea de inves-
titil s1 remitente, menite sa stimuleze cresterea
demograficd si relansarea socio-economicd a
satelor mici si mijlocii si a Regiunii de Sud,
per ansamblu.

Multumiri: Rezultatele cercetarilor prezen-
tate in acest articol au fost obtinute in cadrul
Subprogramului 010801 ,,Sporirea securitatii eco-
logice si rezilientei geo-ecosistemelor la modifi-
carile actuale de mediu” si Proiectului doctoral
., Probleme si oportunitati de dezvoltare a satelor
mici si mijlocii din Republica Moldova. Studiu de
geografie umand .

some localities despite the difficult socio-
economic conditions, a phenomenon explained
by the entry into reproductive age of the nume-
rous generations born in the 1980s.

e Between 2014 and 2024, the most significant
population decline since the Second World
War was recorded. This process was primarily
driven by the massive external migration of
the young population, the substantial decrease
in natural population growth and the inten-
sification of demographic ageing. Conse-
quently, the Southern Region has rapidly
transformed from a region characterised by
relatively favourable demographic conditions
into one marked by accelerated depopulation
and demographic ageing.

e In addition, the Southern Region is increa-
singly affected by climate aridification, while
available water resources for the needs of the
population are rapidly declining and are sub-
ject to significant pollution. These factors
considerably affect the resilience of small and
medium-sized villages.

o Despite the unfavourable geodemographic si-
tuation, there remain development opportuni-
ties based on the sustainable and efficient use
of local resources, as well as on attracting in-
vestments and remittances aimed at stimulating
demographic stabilisation and the socio-econo-
mic revitalisation of small and medium-sized
villages and of the Southern Region as a whole.
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