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Rezumat

Regiunea de Sud' a Republicii Moldova se
confruntd, in prezent, cu o dinamicad geodemografica
accentuatd, caracterizatd prin deteriorarea indica-
torilor miscarii naturale a populatiei si prin inten-
sificarea proceselor migratorii, atat la nivel national,
cdt si, in special, la nivel international, fenomene ca-
re au determinat un declin demografic semnifi-
cativ. In acest context, analiza integrati a procese-
lor si fenomenelor geodemografice devine esentiald
pentru a intelege evolutia socio-economica a regiunii
si fundamentarea politicilor publice actuale si de
perspectiva. Metodologia cercetarii imbina analiza
cantitativa a datelor statistice oficiale, inclusiv a
rezultatelor preliminare ale Recensdmdntului popu-
latiei si locuintelor din 2024, cu abordarile calitative
fundamentate pe datele a doud sondaje sociologice
realizate in teritoriu. Integrarea celor doua tipuri de
date permite o interpretare mai nuantata a reali-
tatilor geodemografice si contribuie la identificarea
factorilor determinanti ai sustenabilitatii demogra-
fice a regiunii.

Cuvinte-cheie: geodemografie, Regiunea de
Sud, perceptii ale populatiei, dezvoltare regionald.

Clasificarea JEL: O18, J11.

Introducere

In Regiunea de Sud (RS) locuiesc, in prezent,
circa 428,7 mii de locuitori, ceea ce reprezinta 13,3%
din populatia cu resedinta obisnuitdi a Republicii
Moldova, la 01.01.2025 [1].
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Abstract

The Southern Region’ of the Republic of
Moldova is currently experiencing a pronounced
geodemographic dynamic, characterised by the dete-
rioration of natural population movement indicators
and the intensification of migratory processes, both
at the national level and, in particular, at the interna-
tional level, phenomena that have led to a significant
demographic decline. In this context, an integrated
analysis of geodemographic processes and pheno-
mena becomes essential for understanding the re-
gion’s socio-economic evolution and for substan-
tiating both current and prospective public policies.
The research methodology combines the quanti-
tative analysis of official statistical data, including
the preliminary results of the 2024 Population and
Housing Census, with qualitative approaches based
on data from two sociological surveys conducted in
the region. The integration of these two types of data
enables a more nuanced interpretation of geode-
mographic realities and contributes to the iden-
tification of the determining factors of the region’s
demographic sustainability.

Keywords: geodemography, Southern Region,
population perceptions, regional development.

Clasificarea JEL: 018, J11.

Introduction

At present, approximately 428.7 thousand
inhabitants reside in the Southern Region (SR),
representing 13.3% of the usually resident population
of the Republic of Moldova as of 1 January 2025 [1].

Y Studiul cuprinde doud unitdti teritoriale: Regiunea de Dezvoltare Sud si UTA Gdagduzia, analizate integrat sub
denumirea generica ,, Regiunea de Sud”. Argumentarea acestei optiuni este prezentatd in Metodologia de cercetare.l The
study encompasses two territorial units: the Southern Development Region and the Autonomous Territorial Unit of
Gagauzia, which are analyzed in an integrated manner under the generic designation “Southern Region”. The
justification for this option is presented in the Research Methodology section.

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.1(135) 2026


file:///D:/My%20Documents/Downloads/hachi.mihail.gheorghe@ase.md
mailto:baciu1973@yahoo.com
file:///D:/My%20Documents/Downloads/hachi.mihail.gheorghe@ase.md
mailto:baciu1973@yahoo.com

ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

Figura 1. Regiunea de Sud a Republicii Moldova/
Figure 1. The Southern Region of the Republic of Moldova

Regiunea include 3 municipii, 11 orase si 313
localitati rurale, ceea ce constituie 19,4% din numarul
total al localitatilor din tara [5]. Regiunea de Sud se
caracterizeaza prin cea mai scazuti densitate a
populatiei la nivel national, de aproximativ 70
locuitori/km?, si prin cel mai accentuat declin demo-
grafic, comparativ cu celelalte regiuni, in ultimii 10
ani. Astfel, populatia cu resedintd obisnuita a Re-
giunii de Sud a inregistrat un declin de circa 24,5%,
iar in intervalul intercensitar 2014-2024 declinul a
constituit 30,6%. Majoritatea populatiei regiunii este
rezidentd in mediul rural — 73,2%. Daca in trecut
cresterea demografica era asigurata, in mare parte, de
mediul rural, in prezent aceastd tendintd nu se mai
mentine, ca urmare a transformadrilor generate de
migratia populatiei tinere si de epuizarea potentia-
lului reproductiv din mediul rural. Regiunea de Sud
se caracterizeaza prin predominarea satelor mari
si mijlocii — totusi, declinul demografic accentuat
din ultimele decenii a condus la cresterea ponderii
localitatilor mici, cu mai putin de 1500 de locuitori,
care reprezintd in prezent 56% din totalul localitétilor
din regiune.

Conform recensamantului populatiei din 2014,
numarul localitatilor cu o populatie de pana la 1000
de locuitori era de 41, iar la Recensamantul popu-
latiei si locuintelor din 2024 acesta s-a dublat, ajun-
gand la 81 de localitati din totalul de 313 de localitati
rurale, fapt ce confirma tendinta accentuata de depo-
pulare a regiunii [2].

Studiul 1isi propune realizarea unei analize
geodemografice a Regiunii de Sud la nivelul unita-
tilor administrativ-teritoriale de nivel 1 si II, prin
corelarea indicatorilor statistici oficiali cu perceptiile
populatiei privind perspectivele demografice si socio-
economice de dezvoltare, in contextul evolutiilor

The region comprises three municipalities, 11
towns, and 313 rural localities, representing 19,4% of
the total number of localities in the country [5]. The
Southern Region is characterised by the lowest popu-
lation density at the national level, approximately 70
inhabitants per km?, and by the most pronounced
demographic decline compared to the other regions
over the past ten years. Thus, the usually resident po-
pulation of the Southern Region recorded a decline of
approximately 24,5%, while during the intercensal pe-
riod 2014-2024 the decrease reached 30.6%. The
majority of the region’s population resides in rural
areas — 73,2%. Whereas in the past demographic
growth was largely sustained by the rural population,
this trend is no longer maintained, as a result of
transformations, driven by the migration of young
people and the depletion of reproductive potential in
rural areas. The Southern Region is characterised by
the predominance of large and medium-sized villages;
however, the pronounced demographic decline of
recent decades has led to an increase in the share of
small settlements with fewer than 1,500 inhabitants,
which currently account for 56% of the total number of
localities in the region.

According to the 2014 Population Census, the
number of localities with a population of up to 1,000
inhabitants was 41, while in the 2024 Population and
Housing Census this figure doubled, reaching 81 loca-
lities out of a total of 313 rural localities. This confirms
the pronounced depopulation trend in the region [2].

The study aims to conduct a geodemographic
analysis of the Southern Region at the level of first-
and second-tier administrative-territorial units by
correlating official statistical indicators with popula-
tion perceptions regarding demographic and socio-
economic development prospects, in the context of
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recente din regiune si al aspiratiilor Republicii Mol-
dova de integrare europeana.

Pornind de la scopul fundamental al studiului,
ne-am propus urmatoarele obiective:

— analiza comparativa a situatiei demografice a
Regiunii de Sud in context intra- si extrare-
gional si identificarea factorilor determinanti
al insecuritatii socio-demografice actuale;

— identificarea formelor de manifestare a inse-
curitatii sociodemografice prin prisma compo-
nentelor demografice de baza;

— evaluarea opiniei populatiei si/sau a expertilor
cu privire la situatia geodemografica actuala;

— formularea unor concluzii cu privire la situatia
securitatii demografice in Regiunea de Sud,
precum si Tnaintarea unor propuneri referitoare
la diminuarea, fie si partiald, a problemelor de
insecuritate demograficd cu care se confrunta
regiunea.

Metodologie de cercetare

in vederea realizrii unei evaludri geodemo-
grafice a Regiunii de Sud a Republicii Moldova, au
fost utilizate datele Biroului National de Statistica
(statistica regionald), datele statistice colectare de la
birourile de statistica teritoriald din unitatile admi-
nistrativ-teritoriale (UAT) de nivelul II, precum si
informatiile obtinute In urma analizei celor doua
chestionare referitoare la perceptia populatiei asupra
situatiei demografice si a problemelor sociale din
regiune. Au fost utilizate, de asemenea, datele Recen-
samantului populatiei din 2014 si datele ultimului
Recensamant al populatiei si locuintelor din 2024 (date
preliminare). Au fost valorificate metodele de cercetare
comparativa, atat la nivelul analizei intraregionale, cat
si interregionale, metodele analizei cantitative si ale
interpretarii calitative, metoda cartograficd, metoda
analizei sistemice. La calcularea discrepantelor intra-
regionale au fost luate in considerare diferentele dintre
valorile maxime si minime inregistrare, utilizindu-se
indicatori statistici absoluti sau relativi.

Indicatorii ce atesta situatia geodemografica au
fost analizati atit in context regional, cat si intrare-
gional, intre cele noud unitati administrativ-teritoriale
ale Regiunii de Sud, precum si la nivelul unitatilor
administrativ-teritoriale de rang | — comunele. Desi
regiunea include doud regiuni de dezvoltare — Re-
giunea de Dezvoltare Sud si UTA Gagauzia — conform
Legii privind dezvoltarea regionalda in Republica
Moldova din 2006 [4], in studiul realizat au fost
incluse datele pentru ambele regiuni, dat fiind numarul
redus al populatiei din UTA Gagauzia, situat sub
nivelul minim al pragului demografic european
NUTS 3 [6], nivel de analiza teritoriala in Uniunea
Europeana (UE) si acceptat drept reper in politica de
dezvoltare regionala.

Pentru evaluarea perceptiei asupra situatiei
socio-economice a localititilor au fost elaborate si
aplicate doua chestionare sociologice. Primul chestio-
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recent regional developments and the Republic of
Moldova’s aspirations for European integration.
Starting from the fundamental objective of the
study, the following specific objectives were established:
— to carry out a comparative analysis of the
demographic situation of the Southern Region
in both intra- and interregional contexts and to
identify the determining factors of the current
socio-demographic insecurity;
— to identify the forms of manifestation of socio-
demographic insecurity through the lens of the
basic demographic components;
— to assess the opinions of the population and/or
experts regarding the current geodemographic
situation;
— to formulate conclusions concerning the state
of demographic security in the Southern
Region, as well as to propose measures aimed
at mitigating, even partially, the problems of
demographic insecurity faced by the region.
Research Methodology
In order to carry out a geodemographic assess-
ment of the Southern Region of the Republic of
Moldova, data from the National Bureau of Statistics
(regional statistics) were used, along with statistical
data collected from territorial statistical offices within
second-tier administrative-territorial units (ATUS), as
well as information obtained through the analysis of
two questionnaires concerning the population’s per-
ceptions of the demographic situation and social issues
in the region. Data from the 2014 Population Census
and the most recent 2024 Population and Housing
Census (preliminary data) were also utilised. The
research methods employed included comparative
analysis, both at the intraregional and interregional
levels, quantitative analysis and qualitative interpre-
tation methods, the cartographic method, and the
systemic analysis method. In calculating intraregional
disparities, the differences between the maximum and
minimum recorded values were taken into account,
using either absolute or relative statistical indicators.

The indicators reflecting the geodemographic
situation were analysed both in a regional and intra-
regional context, across the nine administrative-
territorial units of the Southern Region, as well as at
the level of first-tier administrative-territorial units-
communes. Although the region comprises two deve-
lopment regions-the Southern Development Region
and the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gégéuzia-
according to the 2006 Law on Regional Development
in the Republic of Moldova [4], the study included
data for both regions, given the small population size
of the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia,
which falls below the minimum demographic thre-
shold established for the European NUTS 3 level [6],
a territorial unit of analysis used within the European
Union (EU) and recognised as a benchmark in
regional development policy.
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nar, intitulat ,, Aprecierea starii actuale a potentia-
lului uman si rolul acestuia pentru asigurarea
rezilientei si securitdtii sociale a Regiunii de Sud” a
fost destinat persoanelor si/sau familiilor din regiunea
de studiu, iar cel de-al doilea, ,, Dimensionarea socio-
economicd a dezvoltarii durabile a ecosistemelor
urbane §i rurale in Regiunea de Sud”, a fost adresat
expertilor locali din primarii si consiliile locale,
oferind o perspectiva institutionald asupra problema-
ticii analizate. Aceste instrumente au avut drept scop
colectarea datelor privind perceptia populatiei si a
autoritatilor publice locale (APL) asupra problema-
ticii demografice. Sondajele realizate constituie
instrumente relevante pentru obtinerea unei imagini
complete si realiste a situatiei sociodemografice si
socioeconomice din regiune. Chestionarele au cuprins
att intrebari factuale, cat si perceptuale privind
satisfactia fatd de viata in comunitate, nivelul de
incredere In APL, gradul de coeziune sociala, per-
ceptia asupra migratiei si asupra problemelor cu care
se confruntd localitatea. Chestionarul aplicat la nivel
de persoand si/sau familie a fost administrat pe un
esantion de 213 respondenti din 14 localitati, apar-
tindnd a sase unitdti administrativ-teritoriale de nivel
I1: raionul Cahul (satele Andrusul de Jos, Slobozia
Mare, Vileni, Zarnesti), raionul Cantemir (satul Cania
si orasul Cantemir), raionul Causeni (satele Carna-
teni, Salcuta si Zaim), raionul Cimislia (satul Gura
Galbend), raionul Leova (satul Filipeni) si raionul
Stefan-Voda (localititile Ermoclia, Olanesti si Purcari).
Cea mai mare parte a respondentilor se incadreaza in
grupele 41-60 de ani (47,5%) si 26-40 de ani (23%),
ceea ce reflectd structura de varsta a populatiei regiunii
analizate. Populatia tdnara, cu varste intre 18 si 25 de
ani (4,7%), este slab reprezentata, fapt ce poate fi
explicat atat prin ponderea redusd a acestei categorii in
populatia totald, cat si prin interesul redus al acestora
pentru initiativele comunitare. Totodata, ponderea
ridicatd a respondentilor cu varsta de peste 60 de ani
(circa 25%) confirma tendinta de Tmbatranire demo-
grafica a regiunii.

in ceea ce priveste distributia pe sexe, esan-
tionul este dominat de femei (73,7%), comparativ cu
barbatii (26,3%). Aceasta diferentd semnificativa
poate indica o disponibilitate mai mare a femeilor de
a participa la sondaje si consultari publice, precum si
posibile efecte ale migratiei masculine mai accentuate
in regiune. Structura pe sexe a esantionului are
implicatii asupra interpretarii perceptiilor colectate,
oferind, totodata, o perspectiva relevantd asupra
nivelului de participare civica la scara regionala.

Cel de-al doilea chestionar a fost administrat
prin intermediul platformei Google Forms la care
au participat 222 de experti locali (primari, consi-
lieri, personal din administratia publicd locald etc.).
Chestionarele au fost aplicate in perioada mai-sep-
tembrie 2025. Aceastd activitate a asigurat un cadru
empiric adecvat pentru desfasurarea cercetarii si colec-

For the assessment of perceptions regarding
the socio-economic situation of localities, two socio-
logical questionnaires were designed and administer-
red. The first questionnaire, entitled “Assessment of
the Current State of Human Potential and Its Role in
Ensuring the Resilience and Social Security of the
Southern Region”, was addressed to individuals and/or
families within the study region. The second ques-
tionnaire, “Socio-Economic Dimensioning of the
Sustainable Development of Urban and Rural Eco-
systems in the Southern Region”, was addressed to
local experts from mayoralties and local councils,
thereby providing an institutional perspective on the
issues analysed. These instruments aimed to collect
data on the perceptions of both the population and
local public authorities (LPAS) regarding demographic
challenges. The surveys constitute relevant tools for
obtaining a comprehensive and realistic picture of the
region’s socio-demographic and socio-economic situa-
tion. The questionnaires included both factual and
perceptual questions concerning satisfaction with life
in the community, the level of trust in LPAs, the
degree of social cohesion, perceptions of migration,
and the problems faced by the locality. The ques-
tionnaire administered at the individual and/or family
level was applied to a sample of 213 respondents from
14 localities belonging to six second-tier adminis-
trative-territorial units: Cahul district (the villages of
Andrusul de Jos, Slobozia Mare, Vileni, and Zarnesti),
Cantemir district (the village of Cania and the town of
Cantemir), Causeni district (the villages of Carnateni,
Salcuta, and Zaim), Cimislia district (the village of
Gura Galbena), Leova district (the village of Filipeni),
and Stefan-Voda district (the localities of Ermoclia,
Olanesti, and Purcari). The majority of respondents fall
within the 41-60 age group (47,5%) and the 26-40 age
group (23%), reflecting the age structure of the popu-
lation in the analysed region. The young population
aged 18-25 (4,7%) is underrepresented, which may be
explained both by the relatively small share of this
category within the total population and by their
limited interest in community initiatives. At the same
time, the relatively high proportion of respondents
aged over 60 (approximately 25%) confirms the
region’s demographic ageing trend.

With regard to gender distribution, the sample
is dominated by women (73,7%) compared to men
(26,3%). This significant difference may indicate a
greater willingness among women to participate in
surveys and public consultations, as well as possible
effects of more pronounced male migration in the
region. The gender structure of the sample has impli-
cations for the interpretation of the collected percep-
tions, while also providing relevant insights into the
level of civic participation at the regional scale.

The second questionnaire was administered via
the Google Forms platform and involved 222 local
experts (mayors, councillors, local public administra-

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.1(135) 2026



ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

tarea unor date relevante privind perceptia populatiei
si a reprezentantilor APL asupra problematicii geode-
mografice.

Rezultate obtinute si discutii

intr-o perioadd marcati de schimbari socio-
economice profunde si multiple provocari la nivel
regional, cercetarea privind aprecierea starii actuale a
potentialului uman si a rolului acestuia in asigurarea
rezilientei sociale in Regiunea de Sud a Republicii
Moldova devine deosebit de relevantd. Aceastd
regiune, prin specificul sau, este vulnerabild la feno-
mene precum evolutia geodemografica, migratia si
presiunea socio-economicd in crestere, aspecte care
pot afecta negativ capacitatea comunitatilor de a se
adapta si dezvolta durabil.

Comparativ cu celelalte regiuni de dezvoltare,
Regiunea de Sud inregistreaza procese demografice
negative mai accentuate, reflectate atat la nivel inter-
regional, cét si intraregional. Analiza dinamicii popu-
latiei, bazata pe datele celor patru recensaminte ale
populatiei din perioada sovieticd si ale celor trei
recensdminte realizate dupa obtinerea independentei
statale, releva alternanta unor intervale de crestere
demografica cu intervale de declin (tabelul 1).

tion staff, etc.). The questionnaires were conducted
during the period May—September 2025. This activity
ensured an adequate empirical framework for the
research and enabled the collection of relevant data
regarding the perceptions of both the population and
LPA representatives on geodemographic issues.

Results Obtained and Discussion

In a period marked by profound socio-economic
changes and multiple challenges at the regional level,
research aimed at assessing the current state of human
potential and its role in ensuring social resilience in the
Southern Region of the Republic of Moldova becomes
particularly relevant. Owing to its specific characte-
ristics, this region is vulnerable to phenomena such as
geodemographic evolution, migration, and increasing
socio-economic pressure, factors that may negatively
affect the capacity of communities to adapt and achieve
sustainable development.

Compared to the other development regions, the
Southern Region records more pronounced negative
demographic processes, reflected at both interregional
and intraregional levels. The analysis of population
dynamics, based on data from the four population
censuses conducted during the Soviet period and the
three censuses carried out after the attainment of state
independence, reveals an alternation between periods of
demographic growth and periods of decline (table 1).

Tabelul 1/ Table 1

Dinamica populatiei in UAT ale Regiunii de Sud la recenséimintele desfasurate pe teritoriul actual
al Republicii Moldova, locuitori/ Population dynamics in the ATUs of the Southern Region during
the censuses conducted on the current territory of the Republic of Moldova, inhabilitants

1959 | 1970 | 1979 | 1989 | 2004 | 2014 | 2024 | 2024/2014, %
Basaraheasca/ 24814 | 27776 | 20889 | 31612 | 28978 | 23012 | 14914 2352
Basarabeasca

Cahul/ Cahul 78 142 | 100 978 | 114 381 | 122 008 | 119 231 | 105 324 | 72 775 2309
Cantemir/

Cantemit 46758 | 56466 | 58169 | 62864 | 60001 | 52115 | 33181 -36,3
ggﬁgzﬁ:/ 73696 | 89073 | 93656 | 96467 | 90612 | 81185 | 52261 -295
Cimislia/ Cimislia | 49 624 | 63 048 | 65667 | 65267 | 60925 | 49299 | 30986 S372
Leova/ Leova 38809 | 49510 | 53414 | 55354 | 51056 | 44 702 | 29835 - 35,3
Stefan-Voda/

et \oda 63585 | 71435 | 73511 | 75436 | 70594 | 62072 | 42285 -31,9
Taraclia/ 39113 | 43953 | 43213 | 47966 | 43154 | 37357 | 26435 - 29,24
Taraclia

UTA Gagéuzia/

ATU of Gagatizia - ; ; . 155 646 | 134 535 | 103 668 -22.9
Total RD Sud/

Total RD South | 414 541 | 502 239 | 531 900 | 556 974 | 524 551 | 455 066 | 306 672 32,6
Total Regiunea

Sud/ Total South - - - - 680 197 | 589 601 | 410 340 -30,4
Region

Sursa: calculat si ajustat in baza datelor BNS [2,10,12-15]/ Source: calculated and adjusted based on

NBS data [2,10,12-15]
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Analiza datelor privind evolutia populatiei la
recensdmintele organizate in Regiunea de Sud, in
perioada pre- si post- independentd a Republicii
Moldova, evidentiaza doud etape majore: etapa de
crestere demografica (1959-1989) si etapa declinului
populatiei (1989-2024). Prima etapa se caracterizeaza
printr-un spor natural pozitiv, o relativa stabilitate
socio-economica, cu o structurd demograficd favora-
bila. Un impact semnificativ asupra comportamen-
tului reproductiv pronatalist al populatiei 1-a avut
politica familiald implementati in fosta U.R.S.S. In
aceasta etapa, migratia populatiei avea o intensitate
redusa si era orientatd preponderent spre est, avand
un caracter predominant sezonier.

Perioada ulterioara obtinerii independentei sta-
tale a fost marcatd de tranzitia socio-economica, de
migratia masiva a populatiei atat spre est, cat si spre
vest, precum si de accentuarea declinului demografic,
a procesului de imbatranire si depopularii teritoriale.

Declinul cel mai pronuntat a fost inregistrat in
Regiunea de Sud in perioada intercensitard 2014-
2024, cu o scadere de 32,6%, ceea ce reprezintd cel
mai mare declin la nivelul republicii. La nivelul
Regiuni de Sud, declinul a fost de 30,4%, confirmand
caracterul structural si profund al crizei demografice
regionale (figura 2). Tendinte similare se regasesc si
in celelalte regiuni ale Republicii Moldova, precum si
in majoritatea statelor din Europa Centrala si de Est.
Rezultatele cercetarii sugereaza ca fertilitatea are un
caracter prociclic, inregistrand scaderi in perioadele
de instabilitate economica. In contextul recesiunilor
economice, decizia de a avea copii este frecvent ama-
nata de catre familii, fapt confirmat si de literatura de
specialitate [11, 16].

The analysis of data regarding population evo-
lution based on the censuses conducted in the Southern
Region during the pre- and post-independence periods
of the Republic of Moldova highlights two major
stages: the stage of demographic growth (1959-1989)
and the stage of population decline (1989-2024). The
first stage is characterized by positive natural increase,
relative socio-economic stability, and a favourable
demographic structure. A significant impact on the
population’s pronatalist reproductive behaviour was
exerted by the family policy implemented in the
former U.S.S.R. During this period, migration had low
intensity and was predominantly oriented eastward,
with a mainly seasonal character.

The period following the attainment of state
independence was marked by socio-economic tran-
sition, massive population migration both eastward
and westward, as well as by the intensification of
demographic decline, population ageing, and territo-
rial depopulation.

The most pronounced decline was recorded in
the Southern Region during the intercensal period 2014-
2024, with a decrease of 32,6%, representing the highest
decline at the national level. At the level of the broader
Southern Region (including the Autonomous Territorial
Unit of Gagauzia), the decline amounted to 30,4%,
confirming the structural and deep-rooted nature of the
regional demographic crisis. Similar trends are observed
in the other regions of the Republic of Moldova (Figure
2), as well as in the majority of Central and Eastern
European states. The research findings suggest that
fertility exhibits a procyclical pattern, declining during
periods of economic instability. In the context of eco-
nomic recessions, the decision to have children is
frequently postponed by families, a phenomenon also
confirmed by the specialized literature [11, 16].
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Figura 2. Rata natalititii la nivelul regiunilor de dezvoltare, 2014-2024, %o/
Figure 2. Birth rate by development region, 2014-2024, %o
Sursa: dupad datele BNS [3]/ Source: based on NBS [3]
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In perioada analizata se constatd o crestere a
ratei mortalitatii, cu valori mai ridicate In Regiunea
de Dezvoltare Sud, comparativ cu UTA Gagauzia.
Imbatranirea populatiei, concomitent cu migratia
tinerilor, este asociatd cu cresterea ratei mortalitatii.
In acelasi timp, diferentele legate de trasaturile cul-
turale ale populatiei regiunii si de organizarea fami-
liala sunt asociate cu valori mai reduse ale mortalitétii
in UTA Géagauzia, comparativ cu alte regiuni de
dezvoltare (figura 3).

During the analysed period, an increase in the
mortality rate is observed, with higher values recor-
ded in the Southern Development Region compared
to the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia.
Population ageing, combined with the migration of
young people, is associated with the rise in mortality
rates. At the same time, differences related to the
cultural characteristics of the region’s population and
patterns of family organization are associated with
lower mortality levels in the Autonomous Territorial
Unit of Gagauzia compared to other development
regions (figure 3).
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Figura 3. Rata mortalititii la nivelul regiunilor de dezvoltare, 2014-2024, %o/
Figure 3. Mortality rate by development region, 2014-2024, %o
Sursa: dupd datele BNS [3]/ Source: based on NBS [3]

Ca urmare a evolutiei ratei natalitdtii si mor-
talitatii, la nivel interregional se constata o deteriorare
a bilantului natural. La nivel national, rata medie a
acestuia a Inregistrat, in 2024, cele mai scazute valori
(-6,9%0) in Regiunea de Dezvoltare Nord, iar cele mai
ridicate au fost atestate In UTA Gagauzia (-3,5%o),
valorile negative mentinandu-se pe tot intervalul de
timp analizat. In cadrul regiunii se remarci o invo-
lutie mai accentuatd a bilantului natural in perioada
intercensitara, in special, In raioanele Basarabeasca,
Cimislia, Leova, Cantemir.

Desi fenomenul declinului demografic repre-
zintd o problema comuna atat la nivel national, cat si
regional, intensitatea acestuia difera in plan teritorial.
Raioanele periferice Cimislia, Cantemir, Leova si
Basarabeasca inregistreazd cele mai accentuate sca-
deri ale populatiei, involutie care poate fi asociatad
migratiei interne catre capitala tarii, precum si inten-
sificdrii migratiei externe. Acesti factori au influentat
dinamica naturald negativd a populatiei (figura 4,
tabelul 2).
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As a result of the evolution of birth and
mortality rates, a deterioration of the natural balance
is observed at the interregional level. At the national
level, the average rate of natural increase recorded, in
2024, the lowest values (-6,9%o) in the Northern
Development Region, while the highest values were
registered in the Autonomous Territorial Unit of
Gagauzia (-3,5%o), with negative values persisting
throughout the entire analysed period. Within the
region, a more pronounced decline in the natural
balance is observed during the intercensal period,
particularly in the districts of Basarabeasca, Cimislia,
Leova, and Cantemir.

Although demographic decline represents a
common issue at both national and regional levels, its
intensity varies territorially. The peripheral districts
of Cimislia, Cantemir, Leova, and Basarabeasca
record the most significant population decreases, a
trend that may be associated with internal migration
toward the country’s capital, as well as the intensify-
cation of external migration. These factors have nega-
tively influenced the natural population dynamics
(figure 4, table 2).
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Figura 4. Evolutia populatiei Regiunii de Sud a Republicii Moldova 2024/2014
pe UAT de nivel I si II/ Figure 4. Population evolution of the Southern Region
of the Republic of Moldova 2024/2014 by ATU level I and 11
Sursa: realizata de autori in baza datelor preliminare ale Recensamantului Populatiei
si Locuintelor din 2024 si Recensamantului populatiei din 2014 / Source: prepared
by the authors based on preliminary data from the 2024 Population and Housing Census
and the 2014 Population Census

Analiza distributiei localitatilor, in functie
de marimea populatiei, evidentiazd o crestere a
numarului localitatilor mici si foarte mici (sub 1.000
si 1.000-2.000 locuitori) in 2024, comparativ cu
2014, reflectand intensitatea procesului de depo-
pulare rurald. In acelasi timp, localititile cu peste
5.000 de locuitori inregistreaza 0 diminuare a pon-
derii numerice, desi intensitatea acestui declin este
relativ mai redusd. Aceste evolutii indica accentuarea
procesului de polarizare teritoriald, caracterizat
prin concentrarea populatiei in nuclee limitate si
extinderea declinului demografic la nivelul intregii
regiuni. In acest context, disparititile intraregio-
nale se adancesc, in special, in arealele periferice si
rurale, puternic afectate de migratie si declin natu-
ral (tabelul 2).

The analysis of the distribution of localities
according to population size highlights an increase
in the number of small and very small settlements
(under 1,000 and 1.000-2.000 inhabitants) in 2024
compared to 2014, reflecting the intensity of the
rural depopulation process. At the same time,
localities with more than 5.000 inhabitants show a
decrease in their numerical share, although the
intensity of this decline is relatively lower. These
developments indicate an intensification of the
process of territorial polarisation, characterised by
the concentration of population in limited nuclei and
the extension of demographic decline across the
entire region. In this context, intraregional disparities
are deepening, particularly in peripheral and rural
areas strongly affected by migration and natural
decrease (table 2).

_— Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA " nr.1(135) 2026



ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Clasificarea localititilor rurale din Regiunea de Sud in functie de populatie, pe intervalul intercensitar

2014-2024/ Classification of rural localities

in the Southern Region by population size,

over the intercensal period 2014-2024

Aseziri umane dupa numar/ Numar de localitati/ Numir de locuitori/
Human settlements Number of localities Number of inhabitants
by number 2014 2024 2014 2024
Total 196 | 100% | 196 | 100% | 430788 | 100% | 282599 | 100%
5001-8000 9 4,59 2 1,02 | 63214 | 14,67 | 14703 5,20
3001-5000 37 18,87 14 7,14 | 136448 | 31,67 | 50057 | 17,71
2001-3000 39 19,89 23 11,73 | 95936 | 22,26 | 55061 | 19,48
1001-2000 71 36,22 76 38,77 | 105884 | 24,57 | 110256 | 39,01
501-1000 36 18,36 58 2959 | 27782 | 6,44 | 43447 | 15,37
201-500 4 2,04 22 11,22 | 1564 0,36 8 893 3,14
Sub 200 0 0 1 0,51 0 0 182 0,06

Sursa: calculat si adaptat dupa datele BNS/ Source: calculated and adapted from data of the NBS

Depopularea localitdtilor rurale a fost mai
accentuatd in perioada intercensitard dintre ultimele
recensdaminte, declinul fiind de circa 35%, comparativ
cu scaderea populatiei urbane de aproximativ 20%. in
ambele tipuri de asezari se atestd o restructurare a
ierarhiei teritoriale, manifestatd prin cresterea
ponderii localitatilor rurale de dimensiuni mici si
mijlocii, si consolidarea oraselor mijlocii, conco-
mitent cu fragmentarea retelei urbane si cresterea
vulnerabilitatii oraselor mici, tendinte similare fiind
inregistrate si 1n alte regiuni de dezvoltare [7-9].

Perceperea situatiei demografice de cétre po-
pulatia din regiune, precum si de cétre administratorii
de diferite niveluri, completeaza datele statisticii
oficiale, oferind explicatii calitative pentru fenomenele
demografice identificate. Aceste opinii sunt valoroase
prin faptul cd contribuie la intelegerea cauzelor
profunde ale problemei date din interior, care nu pot fi
surprinse exclusiv prin indicatori cantitativi.

Problema demografica este apreciata ca fiind
cea mai acutd dintre problemele sociale, fapt conf-
irmat in ambele sondaje sociologice realizate (figura
5, tabelul 3).

probleme de insecuritate sociala locala (furturi, acte de huliganism
etc.)/Local social insecurity problems (thefts, acts of hooliganism, etc.)

probleme cu caracter socio-cultural (intoleranta etnica, confesionala
etc.)/Socio-cultural problems (ethnic, religious intolerance)

probleme cu caracter socio-demografic (emigratia, imbatranirea
populatiei, depopularea, numar mare de pensionari/invalizi etc.);/socio-
demographic problems (migration, population aging, depopulation,...
probleme cu caracter socio-economic (somaj, locuri de munca putin
remunerate, munca la negru, etc.)/socio-economic problems
(unemployment, low-paid jobs, undeclared work, etc.)

0%

The depopulation of rural localities was more
pronounced during the intercensal period between the
most recent censuses, with a decline of approximately
35%, compared to a decrease of around 20% in the
urban population. In both types of settlements, a
restructuring of the territorial hierarchy is observed,
manifested by an increase in the share of small and
medium-sized rural localities and the consolidation of
medium-sized towns, alongside the fragmentation of
the urban network and the growing vulnerability of
small towns. Similar trends have also been recorded
in other development regions [7-9].

The perception of the demographic situation
by the region’s population, as well as by administra-
tors at different levels, complements official statis-
tical data by providing qualitative explanations for
the identified demographic phenomena. These per-
spectives are valuable insofar as they contribute to
understanding the underlying causes of the issue from
within, aspects that cannot be fully captured through
quantitative indicators alone.

The demographic issue is regarded as the most
acute among social problems, a finding confirmed by
both sociological surveys conducted (figure 5, table 3).

0,50%

66,50%

33% | |
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Figura 5. Problema cea mai acuta din localitate (viziunea expertilor)/

Figure 5. The most acute proble

m in the locality (experts' view)

Sursa: elaboratd de autori in baza datelor sondajului sociologic/
Source: developed by the authors based on data from the sociological survey
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Cauzele principale mentionate de catre res-
pondenti sunt determinate de involutia miscarii
naturale si a celei mecanice. Acestea au determinat
accentuarea depopularii, imbatranirii demografice si
cresterea vulnerabilititii demografice a localitatilor
din regiune.

The main causes identified by respondents are
linked to the decline in both natural population
movement and migration processes. These factors
have led to the intensification of depopulation, demo-
graphic ageing, and increased demographic vulnera-
bility of localities within the region.

Tabelul 3/ Table 3
Problema cea mai acuta din localitate (viziunea populatiei), %/
The most acute problem in the locality (population's view), %
Optiuni/Probleme sociale/ Social Options/Issues 1 2 3 4 5

1. Somaj/ Unemployment 40,4 14,1 21,6 17,8 6,1
2. Saracia/ Poverty 15,5 28,6 32,9 16,4 6,6
3. Emigratia/ Emigration 34,7 21,6 32,4 7,0 4,2
4. Tmbatranirea populatiei/ Aging population 17,8 23,0 15,0 35,7 8,5
5. Diversitatea etnicd/ Ethnic diversity 0,0 0,9 1,4 14,1 83,6
6. Diversitatea confesionald/ Religious diversity 0,9 0,0 1,4 11,7 85,9

Sursa: elaborat de autori in baza datelor sondajului sociologic (opfiunea 1— cea mai acuta problema;
optiunea 5 — cea mai putin acuta)/ Source: developed by the authors based on data from the sociological
survey (option 1 — the most acute problem; option 5 — the least acute).

Somajul, saracia si emigratia sunt percepute ca
fiind cele mai acute probleme sociale din localitatea
de bastind si in viziunea populatiei (tabelul 3). Aceste
trei probleme Intrunesc cele mai multe optiuni la
prioritatea 1 (cea mai acutd), ceea ce evidentiaza
perceptia populatiei asupra vulnerabilitatilor socio-
economice majore. Somajul apare ca problema domi-
nanta, Inregistrand cel mai mare numar de selectii ca
prioritate maxima. Aceasta indicd o preocupare
accentuata privind lipsa oportunitatilor de angajare si
incertitudinea economicd, percepute ca factori esen-
tiali de supravietuire. Emigratia este, de asemenea,
intens semnalatd ca problema acutd, reflectind im-
pactul direct pe care plecarea populatiei active il are
asupra comunitatii: deficit de fortd de munca, des-
trimarea familiilor, reducerea bazei economice lo-
cale. Saracia se situeaza, la randul sdu, printre pro-
blemele considerate ca fiind importante, indicand
dificultati economice persistente si o calitate modesta
a vietii pentru o parte semnificativd a populatiei.
Imbitranirea populatiei este mentionata intr-o masura
considerabild, insd mai frecvent plasata la prioritatile
3, 4 si 5, fiind perceputd mai degraba ca un proces
structural, decét ca o problema imediata. Totusi, com-
binatia dintre emigratie si scaderea populatiei tinere
accentueaza acest proces demografic.

In opinia majoritatii respondentilor, precum si
a expertilor (71,4%), institutiile statului sunt respon-
sabile de promovarea politicilor active pronataliste,
de aplicarea instrumentelor economice stimulative, de
asigurarea unor politici transparente si de sprijinirea
migrantilor care doresc s revind in tara. Responden-
tii considera ca si autoritatile publice locale (27,2%),
prin conlucrarea eficientd cu autoritatile publice
centrale, pot influenta revitalizarea habitatelor
umane. Cunoasterea realitatii locale, gradul ridicat de

Unemployment, poverty, and emigration are
perceived as the most acute social problems in the
locality of origin, according to the population’s
perspective (table 3). These three issues received the
highest number of responses under priority level 1
(the most acute), highlighting the population’s per-
ception of major socio-economic vulnerabilities.
Unemployment emerges as the dominant problem,
recording the highest number of selections as a top
priority. This indicates heightened concern regarding
the lack of employment opportunities and economic
uncertainty, perceived as essential factors for survi-
val. Emigration is also strongly identified as an acute
problem, reflecting the direct impact of the outflow
of the active population on the community: labour
shortages, family disintegration, and the reduction of
the local economic base. Poverty likewise ranks
among the problems considered significant, indica-
ting persistent economic difficulties and a modest
quality of life for a substantial segment of the popu-
lation. Population ageing is mentioned to a consi-
derable extent; however, it is more frequently placed
at priority levels 3, 4, and 5, being perceived rather as
a structural process than as an immediate problem.
Nevertheless, the combination of emigration and the
decline in the young population further intensifies
this demographic process.

In the opinion of the majority of respondents,
as well as of experts (71,4%), state institutions are
responsible for promoting active pronatalist policies,
implementing incentive-based economic instruments,
ensuring transparent governance, and supporting mi-
grants who wish to return to the country. Respon-
dents also consider that local public authorities
(27,2%), through effective cooperation with central
public authorities, can influence the revitalisation of

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.1(135) 2026




ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

coeziune sociala, potentialul local nevalorificat,
implementarea cu succes a unor proiecte precum
»3atul European”, PARE 1+1 si PARE 1+2,
,Diaspora Acasa Reuseste — DAR 1+3” etc., pot con-
tribui la dezvoltarea comunititilor locale. Un numar
mai redus de respondenti vad revitalizarea demo-
graficd prin promovarea valorilor familiei, a familiei
numeroase de catre cultele religioase din comunitate
(12,7%). Numarul scazut de respondenti care con-
siderd ca nu se mai poate face nimic (2,8%) ofera,
totusi, speranta in posibilitatea revitalizarii demo-
grafice a habitatelor umane din regiune.

In pofida situatiei demografice problematice, o
pondere semnificativa a respondentilor rdmane opti-
mistd in privinta viitorului localitatilor lor. Circa
57,3% considera ca este posibila revitalizarea demo-
grafica, In timp ce aproximativ 23,9% o apreciaza ca
fiind imposibila in conditiile actuale (figura 6).

Nu stiu/Don't know

Nu/No

Da/Yes

|
10,00%

0,00% 20,00%

human settlements. Knowledge of local realities, a
high degree of social cohesion, untapped local po-
tential, and the successful implementation of projects
such as “European Village”, PARE 1+1 and PARE
1+2, and “Diaspora Acasd Reuseste — DAR 1+37,
among others, may contribute to the development of
local communities. A smaller proportion of respon-
dents (12,7%) perceive demographic revitalization as
achievable through the promotion of family values
and large families by religious denominations within
the community. The low number of respondents who
believe that nothing can be done (2,8%) nevertheless
offers hope regarding the possibility of demographic
revitalization of human settlements in the region.

Despite the problematic demographic situa-
tion, a significant share of respondents remains opti-
mistic about the future of their localities. Approxima-
tely 57,3% consider demographic revitalisation to be
possible, while around 23,9% view it as impossible
under current conditions (figure 6).
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Figura 6. Este posibili revitalizarea demografici a localitatii?/
Figure 6. Is demographic revitalization of the locality possible?
Sursa: elaborata de autori in baza datelor sondajului sociologic realizat (nivel populatie)/
Source: developed by the authors based on data from the sociological survey (population level)

Numarul reprezentantilor autoritatilor publice
locale, care considerd ca nu se mai poate face nimic,
este mai redus decat al respondentilor din randul
populatiei (2,8%).

Concluzii si recomandari:

1. Studiul, realizat prin analiza datelor statisticii
oficiale, precum si in baza perceptiei popu-
latiei asupra realitdtii socio-economice, este
esential pentru a intelege si gestiona mai efi-
cient diferentele inter- si intraregionale.
Aceste constatdri oferd temei elaborarea unor
politici si solutii diferentiate, care sd sprijine o
dezvoltare teritoriald echilibrata si sustenabila.
in acest context, analiza disparitatilor socio-
demografice contribuie la identificarea zonelor
vulnerabile si permite autoritatilor sa adopte
masuri specifice pentru reducerea inegali-
tatilor, promovand coeziunea si continuitatea
socio-economica regionala.
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The number of representatives of local public
authorities who believe that nothing can be done is
lower than that recorded among respondents from the
general population (2.8%).

Conclusion and Recommendations:

The study, conducted through the analysis of
official statistical data as well as the popula-
tion’s perception of socio-economic realities,
is essential for understanding and more effec-
tively managing inter- and intraregional diffe-
rences. These findings provide a foundation
for the development of differentiated policies
and solutions aimed at supporting balanced
and sustainable territorial development. In this
context, the analysis of socio-demographic
disparities contributes to the identification of
vulnerable areas and enables authorities to
adopt specific measures to reduce inequalities,
thereby promoting regional socio-economic
cohesion and continuity.

1.
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2. Desi declinul si tranzitia demografica a Inceput

mai tarziu in Regiunea de Sud, comparativ cu
alte regiuni, In prezent acestea se manifesta
mult mai accentuat la nivelul majoritatii
variabilelor sociale si demografice analizate.
Aceasta tendintad se reflectd in scaderea sem-
nificativd a populatiei pe o perioada indelun-
gatd, In migrarea intensa a fortei de munca atat
in interiorul tarii, cat si In exterior, precum si
in accentuarea depopularii si imbatranirii loca-
litatilor din regiune. Aceste evolutii contribuie
la cresterea vulnerabilitatii regiunii din per-
spectiva securitdtii sociale, determinand dimi-
nuarea resurselor disponibile pentru servicii
esentiale si cresterea presiunii asupra siste-
melor de sprigin si asistentd sociala.

3. Declinul demografic accelerat in Regiunea de

Sud nu doar ca afecteazd echilibrul social si
economic, dar poate si amplifica disparitatile
intraregionale, avand un impact direct asupra
securitdtii sociale. RS se confrunti cu 0 capa-
citate redusa de atragere a investitiilor si cu
scaderea numarului de tineri educati si instruiti
care ar putea contribui la dezvoltarea locala.
Aceste schimbari demografice impun o reeva-
luare a politicilor publice pentru a asigura ser-
vicii de sdnatate, educatie si protectie sociala
adaptate noilor realitati demografice.
Dinamica proceselor demografice, practic, nu
a fost influentata semnificativ de interven-
tiile guvernamentale la nivel national sau
local, populatia manifestind un comporta-
ment demografic relativ autonom, iar autori-
tatile statului avand preponderent un rol de
constatare si inregistrare a fenomenelor. In
acest context, se impune elaborarea unor
instrumente stimulative pentru revenirea mi-
grantilor, crearea de noi oportunitati de anga-
jare, ajustate de imbunatatirea infrastructurii
sociale si spatiale.

. In opinia noastra, sunt necesare programe,

politici si strategii demografice aplicate atat la
nivel national, cat si regional, tindndu-se cont
de realitétile evidentiate in studiul realizat, dat
fiind rolul important pe care il are securitatea
demograficd asupra dezvoltarii socio-econo-
mice durabile. Este esential ca aceste masuri
sd fie adaptate diferentiat, pentru a raspunde
eficient nevoilor demografice si pentru a
asigura 0 dezvoltare teritoriala echilibrata.
Avand in vedere ca securitatea demografica
joaca un rol crucial 1n stabilitatea si securitatea
nationald si regionald, implementarea unor
astfel de politici poate contribui la consoli-
darea coeziunii sociale, la gestionarea efi-
cientd a migratiei in beneficiul migrantilor, dar
si al tarii. Numai prin abordari directionate si
sustinute se va putea asigura o protectie ade-

Although demographic decline and transition
began later in the Southern Region compared
to other regions, they are currently manifested
much more intensely across the majority of
the analysed social and demographic varia-
bles. This trend is reflected in the significant
and prolonged population decrease, the inten-
sive migration of the labour force both inter-
nally and externally, and the intensification of
depopulation and ageing in the region’s loca-
lities. These developments increase the re-
gion’s vulnerability from the perspective of
social security, leading to a reduction in res-
ources available for essential services and
increasing pressure on social support and
assistance systems.

Accelerated demographic decline in the
Southern Region not only affects social and
economic balance but may also amplify intra-
regional disparities, directly impacting social
security. The region faces a reduced capacity
to attract investment and a decline in the num-
ber of educated and skilled young people who
could contribute to local development. These
demographic changes require a reassessment
of public policies to ensure that healthcare,
education, and social protection services are
adapted to new demographic realities.

The dynamics of demographic processes have,
in practice, not been significantly influenced
by governmental interventions at either the
national or local level, with the population
exhibiting relatively autonomous demogra-
phic behaviour, while state authorities have
predominantly played a role of observation
and registration of phenomena. In this
context, it is necessary to develop incentive-
based instruments aimed at encouraging the
return of migrants, creating new employment
opportunities, and improving social and spa-
tial infrastructure.

In our view, demographic programs, policies,
and strategies are required at both national
and regional levels, taking into account the
realities highlighted in this study, given the
important role of demographic security in sus-
tainable socio-economic development. It is
essential that such measures be adapted in a
differentiated manner to respond effectively to
demographic needs and to ensure balanced
territorial development. Considering that de-
mographic security plays a crucial role in na-
tional and regional stability and security, the
implementation of such policies may contri-
bute to strengthening social cohesion and to
the effective management of migration for the
benefit of both migrants and the country. Only
through targeted and sustained approaches can

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.1(135) 2026



ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

cvatd a populatiei vulnerabile si un viitor sus- adequate protection of vulnerable populations
tenabil pentru intreaga regiune si tara. and a sustainable future for the entire region
and country be ensured.

Multumiri: Rezultatele cercetarilor prezentate in acest articol au fost obtinute in cadrul Subpro-

gramului 010801 ,,Sporirea securitatii ecologice si rezilientei geo-ecosistemelor la modificarile actuale de
mediu” (2024-2027)/ Acknowledgements: The research results presented in this article were obtained within
Subprogram 010801 “Enhancing Ecological Security and the Resilience of Geo-ecosystems to Current Envi-
ronmental Changes” (2024-2027).
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