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Concluzii

In concluzie, putem mentiona faptul ca, libe-
ralizarea comerciald prin intensificarea exporturilor
pe pietele tarilor Uniunii Europene este benefica pen-
tru dezvoltarea comerciald si economica a Republicii
Moldova. Devine evident faptul cd Acordul de Aso-
ciere si Acordul de creare a Zonei de Liber Schimb
Aprofundat si Cuprinzitor are un impact pozitiv
asupra liberalizarii comerciale a Republicii Moldova,
prin impulsionarea fluxurilor de bunuri pe pietele
tarilor Uniunii Europene. Acordul ZLSAC cuprinde o
serie de masuri, precum ridicarea barierelor tehnice in
calea comertului, reducerea tarifelor, a cotelor pentru
comert, Imbunatatirea masurilor sanitare si fitosani-
tare, asigurarea drepturilor de proprietate intelectuala,
asigurarea concurentei tarifare, achizitiile publice
transparente, precum si alte aspecte, cu scopul de a ne
alinia regulilor de operatiuni caracteristice intreprin-
derilor comerciale din tarile partenere.

Republica Moldova, pentru a fi mai competi-
tivd pe piata de desfacere a Uniunii Europene, trebuie
sa perfectioneze produsele, sub dimensiunea pret-
calitate, ambalare, etichetare, imbunatatire a conditii-
lor tehnice, ajustare a cadrului normativ si regulamen-
tar din domeniu.

Conclusions

In conclusion, we can mention that trade libe-
ralization through increased exports to the markets of
the European Union countries are beneficial for the
commercial and economic development of the
Republic of Moldova. It becomes obvious that the
Association Agreement and the Deep and Compre-
hensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) has a positive
impact on the trade liberalization of the Republic of
Moldova by boosting the flow of goods on the mar-
kets of the European Union countries. The DCFTA
Agreement includes a number of measures, such as
lifting technical barriers to trade, reducing tariffs,
trade quotas, improving sanitary and phytosanitary
measures, securing intellectual property rights, ensu-
ring tariff competition, transparent public procu-
rement, and other issues with the aim of aligning
with the rules of operations for businesses in trading
partner countries.

In order to be more competitive on the
European Union’s market, the Republic of Moldova
needs to improve its products in terms of price-qua-
lity, packaging, labelling, improving technical con-
ditions and adjusting the legal and regulatory fra-
mework in this area.
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Evolutiile recente ale preturilor la resursele
energetice si la bunurile de consum au determinat
presiuni majore asupra veniturilor gospodariilor cas-
nice. Astfel, ponderea cheltuielilor pentru produse
alimentare si plata facturilor pentru resursele ener-
getice consumate constituie mai mult de jumdtate din
bugetul familiilor din Republica Moldova. Cheltuie-
lile reale pentru bunurile §i serviciile mentionate ar fi
fost substantial mai mari, daca institutiile de stat nu
ar fi intervenit in suportul populatiei prin: plafonarea
adaosului comercial la produsele social importante,
stabilirea cotelor reduse ale Taxei pe Valoare Adau-
gatd, acordarea compensatiilor la achitarea factu-
rilor pentru utilizarea gazelor naturale, energiei elec-
trice si termice. Prin aceasta politica, statul urma-
reste minimizarea impactului inflatiei asupra venitu-
rilor reale §i, respectiv, asupra capacitatii de cumpa-
rare §i a nivelului de bundstare a populatiei.
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Introducere

Trendul preturilor pe piata internd a Republicii
Moldova reflecta o tendinta vizibild si pronuntata de
majorare, cel mai mare soc fiind inregistrat in pe-
rioada anilor 2021-2023. Cresterile extreme au vizat
preturile la gazele naturale si produsele petroliere,
care au condus la aparitia efectului de ,bulgire de
zapada”, avand repercusiuni asupra preturilor la ener-
gia electrica, termica, produsele alimentare si alte bu-
nuri de consum. In contextul fenomenelor mentio-
nate, este important de analizat influenta asupra nive-
lului de bunastare a populatiei, utilizdnd indicatori,
precum: veniturile disponibile, cheltuielile de con-
sum, corelatia acestora cu evolutia Indicelui Pretu-
rilor de Consum si minimul de existenta s.a.

Analizele efectuate au evidentiat un impact
major al evolutiei preturilor asupra bunastarii popula-
tiei, care alocd mai mult de jumatate din venitul dis-
ponibil pentru cheltuielile privind produsele alimen-
tare si plata facturilor la utilitati. In acest context,
devine imperativ suportul social al indivizilor din par-
tea institutiilor de stat, in special al paturilor vulne-
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Recent evolutions in the prices of energy
resources and consumer goods have caused major
pressures on household incomes. Thus, the share of
expenses for food products and the payment of bills
for consumed energy resources constitute more than
half of the families’ budget in the Republic of
Moldova. The real expenses for the mentioned goods
and services would have been substantially higher if
the state institutions had not intervened in the support
of the population by: capping the commercial addi-
tion to socially important products, establishing re-
duced rates of Value Added Tax, granting compen-
sations when paying invoices for the use natural gas,
electric and thermal energy. Through this policy, the
state aims to minimize the impact of inflation on real
incomes and, respectively, on the purchasing power
and the level of well-being of the population.
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Introduction

The price trend on the internal market of the
Republic of Moldova reflects a visible and pronoun-
ced upward trend, with the biggest shock being recor-
ded in the period 2021-2023. The extreme increases
targeted the prices of natural gas and petroleum
products, which caused the “snowball” effect, having
repercussions on the prices of electricity, heat, food
and other consumer goods. In the context of the men-
tioned phenomena, it is important to reflect the influ-
ence on the level of welfare of the population, using
indicators such as: disposable income, consumption
expenses, their correlation with the evolution of the
Consumer Price Index, the subsistence minimum, etc.

The analyses carried out have highlighted a
major impact of the evolution of prices on the well-
being of the population, which allocates more than
half of the disposable income to spending on food
products and paying utility bills. In this context, the
social support of individuals on the part of state
institutions, in particular, of the vulnerable strata of
the population, through support tools, becomes impe-
rative. The instruments used aim at: administrative
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rabile ale populatiei, prin instrumente de sustinere.
Instrumentele utilizate vizeaza: parghii de ordin ad-
Ministrativ (stabilirea plafoanelor de preturi, a limitei
cotelor adaosului comercial), fiscal (cote reduse a Ta-
xei pe Valoarea Adaugatd) si de acordare a suportului
financiar pentru compensarea cheltuielilor la utiliza-
rea gazelor naturale, a energiei electrice si termice.

Strategia nationala de dezvoltare ,,Moldova
Europeana 2030” prevede minimizarea impactului in-
flatiei asupra veniturilor reale ale populatiei si, res-
pectiv, asupra capacitatii de cumparare si a nivelului
de bunastare, fiind necesare mecanisme de compen-
sare a cresterii preturilor la cele mai sensibile produse
(tarifele pentru resursele energetice si pentru produ-
sele alimentare de bazd), bine tintite pe cele mai vul-
nerabile categorii de populatie (OG1). Potrivit obiec-
tivului de dezvoltare durabila ODD 1.2, reducerea cu
50% a nivelului de sdrdcie absolutd si de sdracie in
toate dimensiunile sale este una dintre tintele strate-
gice stabilite pentru a fi atinse pana in anul 2030 [1].

Metodologia cercetarii

Baza metodologica de cercetare s-a axat atat
pe abordari generale, cat si specifice, in ceea ce pri-
veste identificarea corelatiei dintre evolutia preturilor
pe piata internd si nivelul de bundstare a populatiei
din Republica Moldova. Drept suport al cercetarii au
servit elaborarile autorilor autohtoni, actele legislative
si normative din domeniul fiscalitatii, stabilirii pretu-
rilor la produsele social importante i produsele ener-
getice, precum si informatiile oficiale publicate de
Biroul National de Statistica si Agentia Nationala pen-
tru Reglementare in Energetica. La elaborarea prezen-
tului articol, au fost consultate studii teoretice si ana-
litice, utilizdnd metode de cercetare, precum: obser-
vatia, sinteza §i sistematizarea, inductia si deductia,
analiza comparativd statica si dinamicd, corelatia,
abordarea critica si reprezentarea graficd a fenome-
nelor studiate.

Rezultate obtinute si discutii

Nivelul de trai al populatiei este tratat ca fiind
gradul de asigurare a acesteia cu beneficiile si ser-
viciile materiale si nemateriale necesare, nivelul atins
al consumului de bunuri si gradul de satisfactie a
consumatorilor ce se bucura de aceste beneficii. Prin-
cipalii indicatori ce reflectd nivelul de trai al popu-
latiei sunt veniturile disponibile si cheltuielile de con-
sum. Venitul asigura consumul curent, soldul fiind
directionat spre economii si investitii [2].

Cresterea sau micsorarea preturilor de consum,
neaparat, se reflecta asupra bunastarii populatiei, deoa-
rece nivelul preturilor influenteaza puterea de cumpa-
rare. Cu toate acestea, puterea de cumpdrare a popu-
latiei este influentatd nu doar de dinamica preturilor
de consum, dar si de dinamica veniturilor. Pentru a
evalua obiectiv influenta preturilor asupra bunastarii,
este obligatoriu de a lua in considerare influenta veni-
turilor populatiei. Acesti doi factori determind con-
comitent nivelul si dinamica bunastarii.
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levers (establishment of price ceilings, the limit of
commercial addition quotas), fiscal (reduced value
added tax quotas) and financial support for compen-
sating expenses for the use of natural gas, electricity
and thermal energy .

The national development strategy “European
Moldova 2030 provides for the minimization of the
impact of inflation on the real incomes of the
population and, respectively, on the purchasing power
and the level of welfare, as mechanisms are needed to
compensate for the increase in the prices of the most
sensitive products (tariffs for energy resources and
for basic food products), well targeted at the most
vulnerable population categories (OG1). According to
the sustainable development objective ODD 1.2, the
reduction by 50% of the level of absolute poverty and
poverty in all its dimensions is one of the strategic
targets set to be achieved by 2030 [1].

Research methodology

The methodological research base is focused
on both general and specific approaches regarding
the identification of the correlation between the evo-
lution of prices on the domestic market and the level
of welfare of the population of the Republic of Mol-
dova. The research was supported by the works of
local authors, the legislative and normative acts in the
field of taxation, the establishment of prices for so-
cially important products and energy products, as
well as the official information published by the
National Bureau of Statistics and the National
Agency for Energy Regulation. When preparing this
article, theoretical and analytical studies were consul-
ted, using research methods, such as: observation,
synthesis and systematization, induction and deduc-
tion, static and dynamic comparative analysis, corre-
lation, critical approach and graphic representation of
the studied phenomena.

Obtained results and discussions

The standard of living of the population is
treated as the degree of providing it with the ne-
cessary material and non-material benefits and servi-
ces, the achieved level of consumption of goods and
the degree of satisfaction of people’s needs for these
benefits. The main indicators that reflect the standard
of living of the population are disposable income and
consumption expenses. The income ensures current
consumption, the balance being directed towards sa-
vings and investments [2].

The increase or decrease in consumer prices
necessarily reflects on the welfare of the population,
because the price level influences the purchasing po-
wer. However, the purchasing power of the population
is influenced not only by the dynamics of consumer
prices, but also by the dynamics of incomes. Without
taking into account the influence of the population’s
income, it is impossible to objectively evaluate the in-
fluence of prices on welfare. These two factors simul-
taneously determine the level and dynamics of welfare.
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Daca ritmul de crestere a preturilor este mai
mare decat ritmul de crestere a veniturilor, atunci in-
flatia anihileaza cresterea veniturilor i, de reguld, duce
la micsorarea volumului de consum, diminudnd astfel
si efectele politicii de stat in domeniul respectiv [3].

in corespundere cu Metodologia Cercetarii Bu-
getelor Gospodariilor Casnice (CBGC), venitul dispo-
nibil reprezinta totalitatea mijloacelor banesti si a celor
materiale, provenite din: activitatea salariald si cea pe
cont propriu; diverse beneficii sociale; din realizarea
productiei agricole de catre gospodariile tiranesti (de
fermier) si gospodariile casnice auxiliare; venituri din
dreptul de proprietate; alte transferuri curente (inclusiv
marfurile si sumele banesti primite cu titlu gratuit).
Cheltuielile de consum — corespund cheltuielilor in
bani si in naturd pentru necesititile de consum ale
gospodariei: produse alimentare consumate, procurarea
marfurilor nealimentare si plata serviciilor [4].

Un alt indicator in evaluarea bunastarii popu-
latiei este coraportul dintre veniturile medii lunare
disponibile pe o persoana si valoarea medie a minimu-
lui de existentd, fiind importanta si aprecierea ratei de
crestere a indicatorilor nominalizati in corelare cu rata
de crestere a Indicelui Preturilor de Consum (IPC).

In continuare, vom analiza indicatorii respec-
tivi pentru perioada 2020-2022.

If the rate of price growth is higher than the
rate of income growth, then inflation annihilates in-
come growth and, as a rule, leads to a decrease in the
volume of consumption, thus diminishing the effects
of state policy in the respective field [3].

In accordance with the Household Budget
Research Methodology (CBGC), disposable income
represents the totality of monetary and in-kind means:
from salary activity and self-employment; various
social benefits; from the realization of agricultural pro-
duction from the auxiliary household, income from
property, other current transfers (including goods and
money received for free). Consumption expenses —
correspond to expenses in money and in kind for the
consumption needs of the household: food products
consumed, procurement of non-food goods and
payment of services [4].

Another indicator in the assessment of the
population welfare is the co-ratio between the average
monthly income available per person and the average
value of the subsistence minimum, being also impor-
tant the appreciation of the growth rate of the nomi-
nated indicators in correlation with the growth rate of
the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

Next, we will analyse the respective indicators
for the period 2020-2022.

Tabelul 1/Table 1

Evolutia indicatorilor de bunistare in Republica Moldova/
The evolution of welfare indicators in the Republic of Moldova

. . . Ani/Years
Indicatori/Indicators 2020 2021 2022
Venitul mediu lunar disponibil (nominal), lei/
Average monthly disposable income (nominal), MDL 30966 35101 4252,
Cheltuielile de consum (nominal), lei/
Consumption expenses (nominal), MDL 27912 30395 37119
- - PV
Indicele Pren_mlor de Consum, % fatd de anul p_recedent/ 103,77 10511 128.74
Consumer Price Index, % compared to the previous year
Venitul mediu lunar disponibil (real), lei/
Average monthly disposable income (real), MDL 2983,2 33398 3296,7
Cheltuielile de consum (real), lei/
Consumption expenses (real), MDL 26839 28948 28774
Minimul de existentd, lei/ The subsistence minimum, MDL 2088,4 2154 2628,4
Coraportul dintre veniturile medii disponibile si valoarea minimului de
existentd, %/
The co-ratio between the average disposable income and the value of the 1483 163 161.8
subsistence minimum, %
Cosul alimentar, lei/ Food basket, MDL 1002,4 1044,7 1287,9
Ponderea cosului alimentar in cuantumul minimului de existenta, %/ 478 485 49 4
The weight of the food basket in the amount of the subsistence minimum, % ! ! !

Sursa: elaborat de autor in baza [5]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [5]

Veniturile disponibile medii lunare, pe o per-
soand din Republica Moldova 1n anul 2022, estimate
in valori nominale, au fost In marime de 4252,7 lei,
majorandu-se de 1,2 ori fatd de anul 2021 si de 1,4 ori
fata de anul 2020. Insa, in termeni reali, raportate la
IPC, veniturile populatiei au inregistrat o crestere
de 12% in 2021 si o diminuare cu 1% in anul 2022.

Average monthly disposable income per person
in the Republic of Moldova in 2022, estimated in
nominal values, was MDL 4252.7, increasing 1.2 times
compared to 2021 and 1.4 times compared to 2020.
In real terms, but related to the CPI, the incomes of
the population registered an increase of 12% in 2021
and a decrease of 1% in the year 2022.
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Coraportul dintre veniturile medii disponibile si va-
loarea minimului de existenta a atins 162% in ultimul
an de analiza.

Platile salariale au reprezentat cea mai semni-
ficativd sursd de venit, fiind urmate de prestatiile
sociale si alte categorii de venituri (figura 1).

The co-ratio between the average disposable
incomes and the value of the subsistence minimum
reached 162% in the last year of analysis.

Salary payments represented the most signi-
ficant source of income, followed by social benefits
and other income categories (figure 1).
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O Activitatea individuala non-
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2020 2021
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@ Activitatea individuala
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B Activitatea salariald/Salary activity
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Figura 1. Structura veniturilor disponibile medii lunare in anii 2020-2022, %/
Figure 1. Average monthly disposable income structure in 2020-2022, %
Sursa: elaboratd de autor in baza [5]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [5]

Cheltuielile medii lunare de consum au crescut
fata de anii precedenti cu 248,3 lei in anul 2021 si cu
672,4 lei in anul 2022. Ponderea categoriilor de
cheltuieli in valoarea totala a cheltuielilor de consum,
de la an la an, nu difera substantial (figura 2).

The average monthly consumption expenses
increased compared to previous years by MDL 248.3
in 2021 and by MDL 672.4 in 2022. The weight of
the categories of expenses in the total value of
consumption expenses does not differ substantially,
from year to year (figure 2).

m Produse alimentare si bauturi nealcoolice/Food
products and non-alcoholic beverages

B [ocuinta, apa, electricitate si gaze/Housing,
water, electricity and gas

= imbriciminte si incaltiminte/Clothing and
footwear

B Mobilier, dotarea si intretinerea
locuintei/Furniture, equipment and home
maintenance

m
Sanatate/Health

m Transport/Transport
® Telecomunicatii/Telecomunications

m Diverse produse si servicii/Various products and
services

Figura 2. Ponderea categoriilor de cheltuieli in valoarea totali a cheltuielilor de consum
in anii 2020-2022, %/ Figure 2. Share of expenditure categories in the total amount
of consumer spending in 2020-2022, %

Sursa: elaborata de autor in baza [5]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [5]
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Insa, examinand evolutia valorii absolute,
atestam o diferenta vizibild. Daca in anul 2021 valoa-
rea cheltuielilor pentru produse alimentare a constituit
1277 lei lunar, in anul 2022 aceasta a atins cifra de
1521,9 lei (+245 lei). Potrivit datelor prezentate in
tabelul 1, constatdm ca ponderea cosului alimentar (ne-
cesarul minim de consum al produselor alimentare, ce
asigura functionarea normald a organismului omului i
pastrarea sanatatii lui), in cuantumul minimului de
existenta, a evoluat de la 47,8% la 48,5%, astfel, ca in
anul 2022 sa inregistreze marimea de 49,4%.

in vederea reglementarii preturilor la majo-
ritatea produselor ce formeazd cosul alimentar, prin
Hotararea Guvernului Republicii Moldova nr. 774/2016
din 20.06.20186, este stabilit Regulamentul de formare a
preturilor de comercializare a produselor social impor-
tante, ce include lista acestor produse, pentru care este
limitata marimea adaosului comercial [6]. Lista initiald a
inclus 16 pozitii, fiind completata, ulterior, cu inca 10
pozitii, in conformitate cu Dispozitia Comisiei pentru
Situatii Exceptionale nr. 2 din 25.02.2022 [7].

Pe langa plafonarea marimii adaosului comer-
cial, In conformitate cu prevederile art. 96(b), Titlul
IIT al Codului fiscal, la unele produse sociale se aplica
cota redusa a Taxei pe Valoare Adaugata, in marime
de 8% fata de cota standard de 20% [8].

in tabelul 2 vom urmiri evolutia preturilor
la unele produse social importante, in perioada 2022-
2023.

However, examining the evolution of the
absolute value, we see a visible difference. If in 2021
the amount of expenses for food products was MDL
1277 per month, in 2022 it reached MDL 1521.9
(+245 MDL). According to the data presented in table
1, we find that the weight of the food basket (the
minimum consumption of food products that ensures
the normal functioning of the human body and the
preservation of his health) in the amount of the
subsistence minimum has evolved from 47.8% to
48.5%, so that in 2022 it will register the size of
49.4%.

In order to regulate the prices of most of the
products that make up the food basket, through the
Decision of the Government of the Republic of Moldova
no. 774/2016 of 20.06.2016 was establisheds the
Regulation on the formation of the sale prices of
socially important products, which includes the list of
these products, for which the size of the commercial
addition is limited [6]. The initial list included 16
positions, being later supplemented with 10 more
positions, in accordance with the Provision of the
Commission for Extraordinary Situations no. 2 of
25.02.2022 [7].

In addition to capping the size of the commer-
cial allowance, in accordance with the provisions of
art. 96(b), Title 111 of the Fiscal Code, a reduced rate
of Value Added Tax of 8% is applied to some social
products compared to the standard rate of 20% [8].

In table 2 we will follow the price evolution
of some socially important products in the period
2022-2023.

Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Evolutia preturilor la unele produse social importante/
The evolution of prices for some socially important products

Nivelul pretului in unitatile
Unitatea de de comercie}liza_re CU aménuntul, Rata de crestere, %/
Ssurd/ lei/Price level Growth rate, %
Categorii de produse/ T;slltlgz; in retail units, MDL
Product categories 01.2023/ 01.2023/
measurement | 01.2022 12.2022 01.2023 01.2022/ 122022/
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Categorii de produse incluse in lista produselor social importante, in conformitate cu HG 774
din 20.06.2016/Categories of products included in the list of socially important products in accordance
with HG 774 of 20.06.2016

Péine din faina de grau, calitatea 1/

Wheat flour bread, quality 1 0,5 kg.

6,50

8,47 8,60 132,3 101,5

Lapte proaspat pasteurizat, grasime
1,5%/Fresh pasteurized milk, fat 11
1.5%

11,95

14,17 14,30 119,7 100,9

Chefir degresat/Kefir, skimmed 1l

16,10

19,46 19,92 123,7 102,4

Branza de vaci, grasime 5%/
Cow's cheese, with a fat content of
5%

1 kg.

65,97

77,55 78,21 118,6 100,9

Smantana, cu continutul de grasime
10%/Cream, with a fat content of
10%

1 kg.

37,58

44,76 45,29 120,5 101,2
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Continuarea tabelului 2/Continuation of table 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Unt de casa, cu continutul de
grasime 72,5%/Homemade butter 1 kg. 163,11 204,40 206,22 126,4 100,9
with a fat content of 72.5%
Ulei de floarea soarelui/ 11, 41,19 | 3828 | 3795 | 921 99,1
Sunflower oil
Faina de grau, calitate
superioard/Wheat flour, superior 1 kg. 14,58 18,39 18,39 126,1 100
quality
Orez cu bob rotund, alb/ 1kg. 21,35 | 3149 | 31,83 | 1491 101,1
White round grain rice
Crupe de hrigea/Buckwheat 1kg. 3759 | 4498 | 4121 | 1096 91,6
groats
Fulgi de ovaz/Oatmeal 1 kg. 23,02 31,52 31,47 136,7 99,8

Categorii de produse incluse in lista produselor social importante, in conformitate cu Dispozitia CSE nr. 2
din 25.02.2022/Categories of products included in the list of socially important products
in accordance with CSE Provision no. 2 of 25.02.2022

Carne de porc pe os, proaspata/

Pork on the bone, fresh 1 kg. 87,25 102,57 102,41 1174 99,8

Carcas de pui, proaspata/ 1 Kg. 4856 | 5676 | 5697 | 1173 100,4

Chicken carcass, fresh

Peste congelat, intreg, fard cap/ 1kg. 5924 | 6621 | 67,08 | 1132 101,3

Frozen fish, whole, headless

Zahar cristal/Crystal sugar 1 kg. 16,66 25,56 25,67 154,1 100,4

Paste fdinoase (diferite forme)/

Flour pasta (different forms) Lkg. 22,21 25,52 25,30 1139 9.1

Oui de gaina/Chicken eggs l0bucali/ | oo a8 | 3971 | 3657 | 1267 92,1
10 pieces

Cartofi/Potatoes 1 kg. 8,26 10,48 10,51 127,2 100,3

Ceapa uscata/Dry onion 1 kg. 8,44 12,00 13,71 162,4 114,3

Varza/Cabbage 1 kg. 11,92 6,54 6,41 53,8 98

Morcovi/Carrot 1 kg. 10,88 10,57 10,86 99,8 102,7

Sursa: elaborat de autor in baza [5]/Source: developed by the author based [5]

Analizand evolutia preturilor in luna ianuarie
2023, fatd de aceeasi perioada a anului 2022, atestam
cresteri substantiale a nivelului preturilor pentru majo-
ritatea produselor social importante, si anume la: paine,
faina de grau, crupe, lapte si produse lactate, oua,
carne, peste; reduceri de preturi fiind inregistrate doar
la uleiul din floarea soarelui, morcovi si varza proas-
pata. Rata de crestere a preturilor produselor respective
este mai redusd 1n luna ianuarie 2023 fatd de decem-
brie 2022, ceea ce a determinat un grad nesemnificativ
de influenta a acestor preturi asupra nivelului Indicelui
Preturilor de Consum, care a constituit 100,45%.

Cresterile masive de preturi in anul 2022 sunt
cauzate de mai mulfi factori, in special de preturile
carburantilor, a gazelor naturale, a energiei electrice
§i termice.

Piata carburantilor in anul 2022 a fost puternic
influentata de factori precum razboiul din Ucraina,
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Analysing the evolution of prices in January
2023 compared to the same period in 2022, we wit-
ness substantial price increases for most socially impor-
tant products: namely bread, wheat flour, groats, milk
and dairy products, eggs, meat, fish; reductions in
prices being recorded only for sunflower oil, carrots
and fresh cabbage. The growth rate of the prices of
the respective products is lower in January 2023
compared to December 2022, which determined an
insignificant degree of influence of these prices on
the level of the Consumer Price Index, which con-
stituted 100.45%.

The massive price increases in 2022 are due to
several factors, especially fuel, natural gas, electri-
city and heat prices.

The fuel market in 2022 was strongly influen-
ced by factors such as the war in Ukraine, the change
in sources and logistical supply routes, the sanctions
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modificarea surselor si cailor logistice de aprovizio-
nare, de sanctiunile impuse Federatiei Ruse de comu-
nitatea internationald si incertitudinea generald exis-
tentd pe pietele petroliere. Aspectele date au avut un
impact puternic asupra preturilor la petrol si la pro-
dusele derivate din acesta, pe plan international, care
s-au reflectat direct si asupra preturilor din Republica
Moldova. in plus, incepand cu 01 ianuarie 2022, s-au
majorat cotele accizelor la benzen, toluen, xilen,
hidrocarburi aromatice importate pentru utilizare ca si
combustibil. Acciza la motorind si pacurd, combus-
tibil lichid cu continut de sulf, a crescut cu 256
lei/tona si a atins valoarea de 2990 lei/tona.

Astfel, pretul minim la benzind la data de
03.01.2022 a constituit 21,30 lei/litru, pretul maxim,
la data de 15.06.2022, a atins valoarea de 33,90
lei/litru, pretul mediu anual fiind de 26,55 lei/litru.
Pentru motorina plafonul minim si maxim a constituit
17,73 — 32,46 lei/litru, valoarea medie anuala fiind de
26,02 lei/litru.

Anul 2022 a fost anul in care Republica
Moldova a trecut prin cel mai mare soc al cresterii
preturilor la gazele naturale. Din luna februarie pana
in octombrie, rata de crestere a pretului a fost practic
dubla (tabelul 3).

imposed by the international community on the
Russian Federation and the general uncertainty exis-
ting in the oil markets. The given aspects had a strong
impact on the prices of oil and the products derived
from it internationally, which were directly reflected
on the prices in the Republic of Moldova. In addition,
as of January 1, 2022, excise duty rates have been
increased on benzene, toluene, xylene, imported for
use as fuel, on a mixture of aromatic hydrocarbons.
The excise duty on diesel and fuel oil, liquid fuel with
sulphur content increased by 256 MDL/ton and
reached the value of 2990 MDL/ton.

Thus, the minimum price for gasoline on
03.01.2022 was 21.30 MDL/litre, the maximum price
on 15.06.2022 reached the value of 33.90 MDL/litre,
the average annual price being 26.55 MDL/litre. For
diesel, the minimum and maximum ceiling was 17.73
— 32.46 MDLl/litre, the average annual value being
26.02 MDL/litre.

The year 2022 was the year when the Republic
of Moldova went through the biggest shock of the
increase in natural gas prices. From February to
October, the price growth rate was practically double
(table 3).

Tabelul 3/Table 3

Evolutia preturilor reglementate la gazele naturale/
The evolution of regulated natural gas prices

Pret firi TVA, 1ei/1000 m®/
Price without VAT, MDL/1000 m®
Categoriile de preturi reglementate pentru furnizarea | Hotararea CAa| Hotararea CA | o= a 00 oA
gazelor naturale de citre S.A. ,,Moldovagaz”/ ANRE din28 | a ANRE_d'n 23 a ANRE din
Regulated price categories for the supply S:clfigls sgfﬁé sg’;ggg;'gf?ﬁg 07 iunie 2023/
of natural gas by S.A. "Moldovagaz" isi
gashy J AC of ANRE | AC of ANRE '?A"‘(C:'S']E’”A&fége
of January 28, | of September 23, ! 07(3 2023
2022 2022 ororJune
- in punctele de intrare in retelele de transport al gazelor
naturale/at the entry points in the natural gas transport 11612 24716 13348
networks
- in punctele de iesire din retelele de transport al gazelor
naturale/at the exit points from the natural gas transport 11919 24914 13514
networks
- in punctele de iesire din retelele de distributie a gazelor 13666
naturale de inaltd presiune/at the exit points from the high- 12132 25175
pressure natural gas distribution networks
- in punctele de iesire din retelele de distributie a gazelor
naturale de medie presiune/at the exit points from the 12450 25493 14381
medium pressure natural gas distribution networks
- in punctele de iesire din retelele de distributie a gazelor
naturale de joasa presiune/at the exit points from the low- 14060 27103 16730
pressure natural gas distribution networks

Sursa: sintetizat de autor in baza [9]/Source: synthesized by the author based on [9]
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Majorarea excesiva a preturilor la gazele natu-
rale a provocat un efect de crestere in lant a preturilor

The excessive increase in natural gas prices
caused a chain effect of price increases in related

in domeniile conexe, inclusiv la energie electrica
(figura 3).

fields, including electricity (figure 3).
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Figura 3. Evolutia preturilor de furnizare a energiei electrice consumatorilor finali, ale caror instalatii
sunt racordate la retelele electrice de distributie de joasa tensiune, bani/kWh/
Figure 3. Evolution of electricity supply prices to final consumers, whose installations are connected to
low-voltage distribution networks, bani/kwWh
Sursa: elaboratd de autor in baza [9]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [9]

Datele prezentate in figura 3 reflectd evolutia
preturilor la energia electrica, furnizata de doi cei mai
mari operatori pe piata: 1.C.S. ,Premier Energy”
S.R.L. — in zona de centru si sud a tarii si S.A.
furnizarea Energiei Electrice Nord” — in zona de
nord.

Trendul de majorare a preturilor la energia
electrica incepe din aprilie 2022, urmand cresteri
temperate pand in octombrie 2022. In noiembrie
2022, rata medie de crestere fatd de perioada
precedenta a constituit 50 p.p., ulterior fiind de 20
p.p. Astfel, in decurs de aproape 2 ani, preturile la
energia electrica furnizati de I.C.S. ,,Premier Energy”
S.R.L., s-au majorat de 4 ori si aproximativ de 3 ori
in cazul S.A. ,,Furnizarea Energiei Electrice Nord”.

Potrivit Agentiei Nationale pentru Reglemen-
tare in Energeticd, motivele care au generat necesi-
tatea ajustarii preturilor pentru energia electrica furni-
zata consumatorilor au fost urmatoarele:

— agravarea crizei energetice din regiune si dis-
trugerea sistemului energetic din Ucraina;
— stoparea totald a livrarilor de energie electrica

de cétre centrala de la Cuciurgan, consecinta a

limitarii de catre ,Gazprom” a livrarilor de

gaze naturale catre Republica Moldova;
— numarul limitat de oferte si scumpirea energiei
electrice pe pietele europene.

Impactul cresterii preturilor la resursele ener-
getice se regaseste si in evolutia preturilor energiei
termice (figura 4).
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The data presented in figure 3 reflect the
evolution of electricity prices, provided by the two
largest operators on the respective market: 1.C.S.
“Premier Energy” S.R.L. — in the central and southern
area and S.A. “FEE Nor” — in the northern area.

The trend of increasing electricity prices
startseds from April 2022, followed by moderate
increases until October 2022. In November 2022, the
average growth rate compared to the previous period
was 50 p.p., later it was 20 p.p. Thus, over the course
of almost 2 years, the prices for electricity supplied
by 1.C.S. “Premier Energy” S.R.L. they increased 4
times and approximately 3 times in the case of S.A.
“FEE Nord”.

According to the National Agency for Energy
Regulation, the reasons that generated the need to
adjust prices for electricity supplied to consumers
were the following:

— the aggravation of the energy crisis in the re-
gion and the destruction of the energy system
in Ukraine;

— the total stoppage of electricity supplies by the
Cuciurgan plant following Gazprom’s limita-
tion of natural gas supplies to the Republic of
Moldova;

— the limited number of offers and the increase
in the price of electricity on the European
markets.

The impact of the increase in prices for energy
resources can also be found in the evolution of
thermal energy prices (figure 4).
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Figura 4. Evolutia tarifului pentru energia termica livrata consumatorilor, lei/Gcal/
Figure 4. Evolution of the tariff for thermal energy delivered to consumers, MDL/Gcal
Sursa: elaboratd de autor in baza [9]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [9]

Informatia prezentatd in figura 4 reflectd
evolutia tarifului pentru energia termica livrata
consumatorilor de catre S.A. ,,Termoelectrica” si S.A.
»CET-Nord”, in perioada decembrie 2021 — martie
2023. in cazul S.A. , Termoelectrica”, in decurs de o
luna (ianuarie-februarie 2022), tariful a crescut cu
478 lei, urmand o crestere, in lunile martie-aprilie, cu
685 lei si, respectiv, 723 lei pentru o Gigacalorie. In
acelasi interval de timp, tariful la energia termica
livratd de S.A. ,,CET-Nord” s-a majorat cumulativ cu
1727 lei/Gceal. Astfel, rata de crestere a tarifelor in
martie 2023 fata de ianuarie 2022 a atins valoarea de
212%, in primul caz, si de 194%, in al doilea caz.

Cauza principala care a determinat majorarea
este includerea integrala in structura tarifelor aprobate
a pretului reglementat de procurare a gazelor naturale,
scopul fiind asigurarea viabilitatii financiare a
operatorilor.

Cronologia reflectatd evidentiaza clar impactul
cresterii preturilor la gazele naturale asupra situatiei
pe piata energetica a Republicii Moldova. Evolutiile
constatate au agravat, semnificativ, nivelul de saracie
al populatiei, care aloca o parte considerabilda din
bugetul familiei pentru a achita facturile la energie.

In tabelul 4 sunt prezentate cheltuielile de
consum ale populatiei, dupa destinatia cheltuielilor si
criterii de saracie. Mentionam ca, Metodologia
CBGC (Cercetarea Bugetelor Gospodariilor Casnice)
atribuie la categoria saraci — persoanele care au
cheltuielile medii lunare pe adult — echivalent mai
mici decat pragul saraciei absolute si non-saraci —
persoanele care au cheltuielile medii lunare pe adult —
echivalent mai mari sau egale cu pragul siraciei
absolute.

The information presented in figure 4 reflects
the evolution of the tariff for thermal energy
delivered to consumers by SA “Termoelectrica” and
SA “CET-Nord” in the period December 2021 -
March 2023. In the case of SA “Termoelectrica”,
over the course of one month (January-February
2022), the tariff increased by 478 lei, followed by an
increase during March-April by MDL 685 and,
respectively, MDL 723 for a Gigacalorie. In the same
period of time, the tariff for thermal energy delivered
by SA “CET-Nord” increased cumulatively by 1727
MDL/Gcal. Thus, the rate of increase in tariffs in
March 2023 compared to January 2022 reached the
value of 212% in the first case, and 194% in the
second case.

The main cause that determined the increase is
the full inclusion in the approved tariff structure of
the regulated natural gas procurement price, the aim
being to ensure the financial viability of the
operators.

The reflected chronology clearly highlights the
impact of the increase in natural gas prices on the
situation on the energy market of the Republic of
Moldova. The observed developments have signi-
ficantly aggravated the poverty level of the popu-
lation that allocates a considerable part of the family
budget to pay the energy bills.

Table 4 shows the consumption expenses of
the population according to the destination of the
expenses and poverty criteria. We mention that the
CBGC Methodology (Household Budget Research)
assigns to the poor category — people whose average
monthly expenses per adult-equivalent are lower than
the absolute poverty threshold and non-poor — people
whose average monthly expenses per adult-equivalent
are greater than or equal to with the threshold of
absolute poverty.
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Tabelul 4/Table 4

Cheltuielile de consum ale populatiei dupa destinatia cheltuielilor si criteriile de saricie,

lei/luni per persoani/Consumption expenses

of the population according to the destination

of the expenses and poverty criteria, MDL/month per person

2020 2021 2022
Categoriile de cheltuieli/ <. Non- <. Non- T Non-
Categories of expenses Saraci/ | ey | 53T | e | SATAY | el
Poor Poor Poor
Non-poor Non-poor Non-poor

Cheltuieli de consum, total/ 1581,7 | 32344 | 16481 | 34914 | 21283 | 44278
Consumption expenses, total
Produse alimentare si bauturi n§alc0011ce/ 868.1 13422 8936 1397.8 11436 1697.4
Food products and non-alcoholic beverages
Bauturi .alcoohce si tutun/ 26,7 65.7 24,9 731 26,3 80,9
Alcoholic beverages and tobacco
Imbracaminte si incaltaminte/
Clothing and footwear 96 300,9 90,4 3354 1239 397,6
Locuinta, apa, electricitate si gaze, 295,6 506,5 315,7 508,4 408,9 692,3
inclusiv:/Housing, water, electricity
and gas, including:
Electricitate/ Electricity 84,2 1241 82,8 120,9 112,4 167,4
Gaze/Gas 50,7 97,6 56,8 97,5 80,8 1478
Energie electrica/Electrical energy 106,6 103,5 114,4 1111 146,6 153,1
Energie termica/Thermal energy 8,6 39,1 9,8 40,5 12 443
Mobilier, dotarea si intretinerea locuintei/
Furniture, equipment and home 68,4 188,7 61,3 2114 88 273
maintenance
Sanatate/Health 68,4 152,3 91,7 201 101,3 226,7
Transport/Transport 25 200,2 28,7 252,6 51,9 376,7
Telecomunicatii/Telecommunications 70,1 153,3 77,7 154,9 95,6 172,8
Recreere si culturd/Recreation and culture 13,8 84,6 12,9 80,1 15,5 132,2
Educatie/Education 5,3 26,8 7,1 36,1 8,5 43,8
Restaurante si hoteluri/
Restaurants and hotels 2.2 4 2.0 86,5 38 1171
Diverse produse si servicii/ 42 139,2 42,1 154,1 61 217,2
Various products and services

Sursa: elaborat de autor in baza [5]/Source: elaborated by the author based on [5]

Constatam ca, in anul 2022, ponderea cheltuie-
lilor pentru locuintd, apa, electricitate si gaze, a con-
stituit 19% la categoria ,,saraci” si 15,6% la categoria
,,non-saraci”.

Necesita a fi mentionat faptul ¢, cheltuielile rea-
le la acest capitol ar fi fost sensibil mai mari daca insti-
tutiile de stat nu ar fi intervenit n suportul populatiei.

In primul rand, in conformitate cu art. 96(b),
Titlul 11l al Codului fiscal, cota Taxei pe Valoare
Adaugata aplicata la pretul gazelor naturale constituie
8% fata de cota standard, in marime de 20%. Iar
energia electrica, energia termica si apa calda pentru
bunurile imobiliare cu destinatie locativa reprezinta
livrari scutite de TVA (art. 104(b)) [8].

in al doilea rand, incepand cu Ol ianuarie
2022, au fost implementate masuri de sustinere a
populatiei si agentilor economici din partea statului.
In cazul consumatorilor casnici, pentru primii 50 m?
consumati — pretul achitat a fost de 6,80 lei si de 7,90
lei — pentru urmatorii 100 m® folositi. In cazul consu-
matorilor non-casnici, au fost compensati primii 500
m® consumati. Acest mecanism a functionat pana la
data de 01 aprilie 2022.
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We find that in 2022, the share of expenses for
housing, water, electricity and gas constituted 19%
for the “poor” category and 15.6% for the “non-poor”
category.

It needs to be mentioned that the real expenses
in this chapter would have been significantly higher if
the state institutions had not intervened in the support
of the population.

First of all, in accordance with art. 96(b), Title
I11 of the Fiscal Code, the rate of Value Added Tax
applied to the price of natural gas is 8% compared to
the standard rate of 20%. And electricity, thermal
energy and hot water for residential real estate are
VAT-exempt supplies (art. 104(b)) [8].

Secondly, starting from January 1, 2022, mea-
sures to support the population and economic agents
from the state were implemented. In the case of
domestic consumers, for the first 50 m* consumed the
price paid was 6.80 MDL and 7.90 MDL for the next
100 m? used. In the case of non-domestic consumers,
the first 500 m* consumed were compensated. This
mechanism worked until April 1, 2022.
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Pentru perioada rece 2022-2023, in conformitate
cu prevederile Regulamentului cu privire la atribuirea
categoriilor de vulnerabilitate energeticd si modul de
stabilire si platd a compensatiilor pentru achitarea
facturilor la energie, aprobat prin Hotérarea Guvernului
Republicii Moldova nr. 704 din 05.10.2022, a fost sta-
bilit mecanismul de compensare a cheltuielilor pentru
resurse energetice, In functie de gradul de vulnerabilitate
energetica, determinat prin raportul dintre cheltuielile
pentru resursele energetice si venitul disponibil pentru
achitarea energiei. GCrilele de wvulnerabilitate au fost
cuprinse intre 10% — consumatori fara vulnerabilitate
energetica si >90% — consumatori cu vulnerabilitate
energetica foarte ridicata [10].

Pentru Fondul de reducere a vulnerabilitatii
energetice au fost aprobate urmatoarele bugete: pentru
anul 2022 — 870 milioane lei; pentru anul 2023 — 5 mi-
liarde lei. Acest fapt a pus presiuni semnificative asupra
finantelor publice, in suportul carora au fost alocate
~3,444 mird. lei din partea Uniunii Europene, a Statelor
Unite ale Americii si a altor parteneri de dezvoltare.

Rata de executare a bugetului alocat a consti-
tuit 75%, fapt datorat conditiilor climaterice favora-
bile, reducerii consumului de energie a gospodariilor
casnice, dar si a reducerii pretului la energia electrica
in luna ianuarie 2023. In luna noiembrie 2022 au fost
alocate compensatii in suma de 575 mln. lei, in
decembrie 2022 — 826 mlin. lei, in ianuarie 2023 —
854 mlin. lei, in februarie 2023 — 790 mln lei, in mar-
tie 2023 — 727 min. lei, suma totald a compensatiilor
acordate fiind de 3,773 mird. lei [11].

Structura acestora, pe categorii de resurse
energetice, este reflectata in figura 5.

m Electricitate/ Electricity

Energie termicd/ Thermal energy

For the cold period 2022-2023, in accordance
with the provisions of the Regulation on the assignment
of categories of energy vulnerability and the method of
establishing and paying compensations for the payment
of energy bills, approved by the Decision of the
Government of the Republic of Moldova no. 704 of
05.10.2022 established the mechanism for compen-
sating expenses for energy resources depending on the
degree of energy vulnerability, determined by the ratio
between expenses for energy resources and the income
available for payment of energy. The vulnerability grids
were between 10% — consumers without energy
vulnerability and >90% — consumers with very high
energy vulnerability [10].

The following budgets were approved for the
Energy Vulnerability Reduction Fund: for 2022 — 870
MDL million; for the year 2023 — 5 MDL billion.
This fact put significant pressure on public finances,
in support of which approx. MDL 3.444 billion were
allocated from the European Union, the United States
of America and other development partners.

The execution rate of the allocated budget was
75%, a fact due to the favourable climatic conditions,
the reduction in household energy consumption, but
also the reduction in the price of electricity in January
2023. In November 2022, compensations were
allocated in the amount of MDL 575 million, in
December 2022 — MDL 826 million, in January 2023
— MDL 854 million, in February 2023 — MDL 790
million, in March 2023 — MDL 727 million, the total
amount of compensations granted being MDL 3.773
billion [11].

Their structure by category of energy resour-
ces is reflected in figure 5.
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Figura 5. Structura bugetului alocat pentru compensatii pe categorii de resurse energetice, %/
Figure 5. Structure of the budget allocated for compensations by categories of energy resources, %
Sursa: elaborata de autor in baza [11]/Source: developed by the author based on [11]
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Atestam faptul ca: jumatate din fondul destinat
compensatiilor a fost alocat pentru consumul de gaze
naturale; de compensatii au beneficiat cca 3 mlrd. de
gospodarii casnice; valoarea medie a alocatiei per
gospodarie a fost de 847 lei lunar.

Dificultatile legate de criza pe piata energetica,
nivelul de trai i solvabilitatea redusa a populatiei, au
scos 1n evidentd un fenomen mai putin cunoscut pana
la etapa actuald, cel al sdraciei energetice, cu toate ca
conceptul DE sdardcie energetica a fost definit in Legea
nr. 139 din 19.07.2018 ,,Cu privire la eficienta ener-
getica” drept situatie caracterizata prin lipsa accesului
consumatorului final la sursele moderne de energie si
tehnologii si/sau prin puterea de cumparare redusa a
consumatorilor in raport cu resursele energetice, in
special combustibili pentru prepararea hranei, energie
electrica si/sau energie termicd, si/sau prin lipsa con-
fortului termic in locuintd sau cladire. Acest concept a
fost modificat in Legea nr. 113 din 12.05.2023, accen-
tul fiind pus nu pe oricare categorie de consumatori,
dar anume pe consumatorul casnic. Deci, noua formu-
lare a conceptului de sérdcie energetica este urma-
toarea: ,,situatie caracterizata prin lipsa accesului con-
sumatorului casnic la sursele moderne de energie si
tehnologii si/sau prin puterea de cumparare redusa a
consumatorilor casnici in raport cu resursele energe-
tice, in special combustibili pentru prepararea hranei,
energie electricid si/sau energie termica, si/sau prin
lipsa confortului termic in locuinta” [12].

In acest context, siricia energetica defineste
imposibilitatea consumatorilor casnici de a procura
un cos minim de bunuri si servicii energetice de
bazd, care sunt necesare pentru a asigura un nivel de
trai decent.

In vederea masurdrii sardciei energetice, in Ra-
portul privind evaluarea siraciei energetice si meca-
nismelor de sustinere in Republica Moldova, elaborat
cu sustinerea financiarda a PNUD Moldova, se propun 3
abordari [13]:

— abordarea de peste 10% din venitul disponibil

— reflectd ponderea mai mare de 10% a chel-

tuielilor pentru energie, in raport cu venitul

disponibil;
— abordarea dublu medianei — reflecta ponderea

de doua ori mai mare decat media nationala a

cheltuielilor pentru energie, in raport cu

venitul disponibil;
— abordarea de corelare a consumului de ener-
gie si venit.

Este suficient sa ludm ca baza prima abordare,
pentru a constata un grad accentuat al incidentei sara-
ciei energetice asupra populatiei Republicii Moldova
(a se vedea tabelul 4).

In acest context, se impune evaluarea numaru-
lui gospodariilor afectate de saracia energetica, a gra-
dului de afectare a acestora s.a., in vederea fundamen-
tarii politicilor pertinente in sustinerea sociala si cres-
terea bunastarii populatiei.
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We attest to the fact that half of the com-
pensation fund was allocated for the consumption of
natural gas, compensations benefited approx. 3 bil-
lion. of households, the average value of the allo-
wance per household being MDL 847 per month.

The difficulties related to the crisis on the
energy market, the standard of living and the reduced
solvency of the population highlighted a phenomenon
less known until the current stage, that of energy
poverty, although the concept of energy poverty was
defined in Law no. 139 of 19.07.2018 “On energy
efficiency” as a situation characterized by the final
consumer’s lack of access to modern sources of ener-
gy and technologies and/or by the reduced purchasing
power of consumers in relation to energy resources,
especially fuels for food preparation, electricity and/or
thermal energy, and/or through the lack of thermal
comfort in the home or building. This concept was
modified in Law no. 113 of 12.05.2023, the focus being
not on any category of consumers, but specifically on
the household consumer. So, the new formulation of
the concept of energy poverty is as follows: “situation
characterized by the lack of access of the household
consumer to modern sources of energy and techno-
logies and/or by the reduced purchasing power of
household consumers in relation to energy resources,
especially fuels for food preparation, electricity
and/or thermal energy, and/or by the lack of thermal
comfort in the home” [12].

In this context, energy poverty defines the
impossibility of household consumers to procure a
minimum basket of basic energy goods and services
that are necessary to ensure a decent standard of
living.

In order to measure energy poverty, in the
Report on the assessment of energy poverty and
support mechanisms in the Republic of Moldova,
developed with the financial support of UNDP
Moldova, 3 approaches are proposed [13]:

— the approach of more than 10% of disposable
income — reflects the weight of more than 10%
of energy expenses in relation to disposable
income;

— the double median approach — reflects the
share twice higher than the national average of
energy expenses in relation to disposable
income;

— the energy consumption and income correla-
tion approach.

It is enough to take the first approach as a
basis in order to find a high degree of incidence of
energy poverty on the population of the Republic of
Moldova (table 4).

In this context, it is necessary to evaluate the
number of households affected by energy poverty, the
degree of their impact, etc. in order to substantiate
relevant policies in social support and increasing the
well-being of the population.
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Concluzii

Instabilitatile nregistrate in ultimul timp pe
piata internationald si regionald au influentat
trendul preturilor pe piata internd, impactul cel
mai mare avandu-l preturile la gazele naturale,
care au determinat cresteri in lant ale preturilor
la resurse energetice, produse alimentare si
alte bunuri de consum. Aceasta a afectat
intreaga populatie, in special familiile cu
venituri reduse, bugetele carora sunt alocate in
proportie de 80% pentru produsele/serviciile
care s-au scumpit cel mai mult.

Impactul preturilor de consum asupra bunas-
tarii populatiei nu poate fi determinat exclusiv
de conjunctura pietii, corelarea dintre cerere si
ofertd de pe piata bunurilor si serviciilor de
consum. Existd anumiti regulatori, care sunt
utilizati 1n diferite tari pentru prevenirea socu-
rilor preturilor de consum, pentru nivelarea
impactului negativ al cresterii preturilor asupra
persoanelor social-vulnerabile, in vederea rea-
lizarii scopurilor politicii sociale cu privire la
reducerea saraciei si inegalitatii sociale [14].
Un concept, mai putin cunoscut si utilizat pana
acum, este cel de ,,saracie energetica” (solva-
bilitatea redusd a consumatorilor casnici in
vederea asigurarii unui nivel minim de confort
energetic), care este unul pronuntat in Repu-
blica Moldova. Astfel, se impune elaborarea
unui mecanism de identificare a gospodariilor
afectate de acest fenomen si racordarea
sistemului de sustinere sociald in vederea
asigurarii unui nivel de trai decent.

Conclusions
. The recent instabilities recorded on the
international and regional market have

influenced the price trend on the domestic
market, with the greatest impact having the
prices of natural gas which caused chain
increases in the prices of energy resources,
food products and other consumer goods. This
has affected the entire population, especially
low-income families, whose budgets are
allocated 80% to the products/services that
have risen in price the most.

. The impact of consumer prices on the well-

being of the population cannot be determined
exclusively by the market situation, the
correlation between demand and supply on the
market of consumer goods and services. There
are certain regulators, which are used in
different countries to prevent consumer price
shocks, to level the negative impact of price
increases on socially vulnerable people in
order to achieve the goals of social policy
regarding the reduction of poverty and social
inequality [14].

. A concept less known and used so far is that of

“energy poverty” (reduced solvency of house-
hold consumers in order to ensure a minimum
level of energy comfort), which is pronounced
in the Republic of Moldova. Thus, it is neces-
sary to develop a mechanism to identify
households affected by this phenomenon and
connect the social support system in order to
ensure a decent standard of living.
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