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Articolul analizeaza provenienta si dina-
mica fluxurilor turistice din regiunea situata in
Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru. In anii
‘80, aceastd zond era o destinatie turistica popu-
lara in fosta URSS, insa, dupa 1990, numarul
turistilor a scazut drastic din cauza problemelor
economice si conflictelor armate. Dupa anul 2000,
regiunea a inceput sa se redreseze, iar in perioada
2014-2023, numarul de turisti a crescut, ajungand
in 2023 la aproximativ 305 mii de vizitatori, majori-
tatea fiind cazati in hoteluri. Desi numarul vizitelor
in muzee a fluctuat, interesul pentru turismul intern
a crescut, in special, dupd pandemie si criza din
Ucraina. Regiunea atrage turisti din Romdnia,
Germania, Rusia §i Ucraina, dar se confruntd cu
provocari legate de infrastructurd, necesitand
investitii pentru a valorifica potentialul turistic.

Cuvinte-cheie: provenienta turistilor, Bazi-
nul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru, dinamica
turistilor, flux turistic, bazin hidrografic.
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Introducere

Scopul lucrarii constd in evedentierea
provenientei si dinamicii fluxurilor turistice din
regiunea situatd in Bazinul Cursului Inferior al
Raului Nistru. Principalele metode si tehnici
utelizate in acest studiu au fost: colectarea datelor
secundare, sondajul sociologic, analiza datelor
cantitative, metodele indirecte de calcul, analiza
calitativa etc.

Suprafata totald a regiunii din Bazinul Cur-
sului Inferior al Raului Nistru este de 7873,6 km?.
Conform legii privind organizarea administrativ-
teritoriala a Republicii Moldova [6], Bazinul
Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru ocupa 19 unitati
de nivelul IT, cu un numdr total de 366 de localitati,
dintre care integral: municipiul Chisinau, raionul
Anenii Noi si municipiul Bender din partea dreapta
a Nistrului, precum si raioanele Grigoriopol,
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The article analyzes the origin and evolution
of tourist flows in the Lower Nistru River Basin
region. In the 1980s, this area was a popular
tourist destination in the former USSR, but after
1990, the number of tourists dropped drastically
due to economic problems and armed conflicts.
After 2000, the region began to recover, and in the
period 2014-2023, the number of tourists increa-
sed, reaching approximately 305 thousand visitors
in 2023, most of whom were accommodated in
hotels. Although the number of museum visits has
fluctuated, interest in domestic tourism has
increased, especially after the pandemic and the
crisis in Ukraine. The region attracts tourists from
Romania, Germany, Russia and Ukraine, but faces
infrastructure challenges, requiring investments to
capitalize on its tourism potential.
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Introduction

This study aims to highlight the origin and
dynamics of tourist flows in the Lower Nistru
River Basin region. The main methods and
techniques used in this study were: secondary data
collection, sociological survey, quantitative data
analysis, indirect calculation methods, qualitative
analysis, etc.

The Lower Nistru River Basin region covers
an area ofv 7,873.6 km®. According to the law on
the administrative-territorial organization of the
Republic of Moldova [6], the Lower Nistru River
Basin occupies 19 second-level units, with a total
number of 366 localities, including: Chisinau
municipality, Anenii Noi district and Bender muni-
cipality on the right bank of the Nistru River, as
well as Grigoriopol, Slobozia districts and Tiraspol
municipality — on the left bank of the Nistru River.
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Slobozia si municipiul Tiraspol — din partea stanga
a Nistrului. Partial sunt incluse raioanele Ungheni,
Nisporeni, Hancesti, Orhei, Calarasi, Criuleni,
Dubasari, Straseni, laloveni, Cimislia, Causeni si
Stefan Voda, precum si partea raionului Dubasari
din Regiunea de dezvoltare Transnistria. La est,
regiunea de studiu se invecineazd cu Regiunea
Odesa din Ucraina [8].

In literatura de specialitate fluxurile turistice
sunt analizate superficial, inclusiv in cazul celor
mai vizitate destinatii. in plus, studiile existente
sunt realizate la nivel national, dar nu sunt detaliate
la nivel de bazin hidrografic.

Un mare aport la descrierea si analiza turis-
mului din Republica Moldova I-a adus lucrarea
., Resursele recreationale ale Republicii Sovietice
Socialiste Moldovenesti si problemele utilizarii
rationale ale lor” de V. Efros [10]. In lucrarea
,Geografia turismului” de P. Bacal [1] sunt abor-
date principalele aspecte teoretice si metodologice
ale geografiei turismului, caracterizarea detaliatd a
resurselor turistice naturale si antropice, precum si
analiza fluxurilor turistice recente la nivel regional
si international.

Fluxul turistic reprezinta totalitatea turistilor
care circuld intre zonele de generare si zonele
receptoare. in Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului
Nistru zonele de emisie sunt marile aglomeratii
urbane (Chisindu, Tiraspol, Bender si Odesa), iar
cele de primire, In majoritatea cazurilor, sunt
zonele rurale [4]. In lucrarea de fata, fluxurile
turistice au fost evaluate in baza datelor obtinute de
la Biroul National de Statistica [2], statiunile bal-
neare si operatorii turistici inclusi in sondajul
sociologic [3], precum si prin metodele indirecte
de calcul, utilizadnd capacitatile structurilor de pri-
mire turistica si a gradului de utilizare a acestora.

Datele obtinute in anul 2019 au fost
actualizate, fiind analizatd si dinamica recentd a
fluxurilor turistice.

Prezentul studiu este printre primele lucrari
din Republica Moldova, care evalueazd prove-
nienta si dinamica fluxurilor turistice la nivel de
bazin hidrografic.

In conformitate cu articolul 16, din Legea
nr. 352 [5], evidenta circulatiei turistice este reali-
zata de catre organul central de specialitate al admi-
nistratiei publice, desemnat de Guvern, prin colec-
tarea si prelucrarea datelor referitoare la persoanele
care traverseazd frontiera de stat, frecventarea
structurilor de primire turisticd, vizitarea destina-
tiilor turistice, prestarea serviciilor turistice etc.

Metodologia cercetirii: metode si tehnici:

Metodologia de cercetare utilizatd in studiul
despre provenienta si dinamica fluxurilor turistice
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The districts of Ungheni, Nisporeni, Hancesti, Orhei,
Calarasi, Criuleni, Dubasari, Straseni, laloveni,
Cimiglia, Causeni and Stefan Voda are partially
included, as well as the part of Dubasari district in
the Transnistria Development Region. To the east,
the study region borders the Odessa Region of
Ukraine [8].

In the academic literature, tourist flows are
analyzed superficially, including in the case of the
most visited destinations. In addition, the existing
studies are carried out at the national level, but are
not detailed at the level of the river basin.

A significant contribution to the description
and analysis of tourism in the Republic of Moldova
was made by the work “Recreational resources of
the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic and the
problems of their rational use” by V. Efros [10].
In the work “Geography of tourism” by P. Bacal
[1], the main theoretical and methodological
aspects of the geography of tourism are addressed,
the detailed characterization of natural and
anthropogenic tourist resources, as well as the
analysis of recent tourist flows at the regional and
international levels.

The tourist flow refers to the total number of
tourists traveling between the generating areas and
the receiving areas. In the Lower Nistru River
Basin, the emission areas are the large urban
agglomerations (Chisinau, Tiraspol, Bender and
Odessa), and the receiving areas, in most cases, are
rural areas [4]. In this paper, tourist flows were
assessed using data obtained from the National
Bureau of Statistics [2], the spa resorts and tour
operators included in the sociological survey [3],
as well as through indirect calculation methods,
using the capacities of tourist reception structures
and their degree of use.

The data obtained in 2019 were updated,
and the recent dynamics of tourist flows were also
analyzed.

This study is among the first works in the
Republic of Moldova to assess the origin and dyna-
mics of tourist flows at the hydrgraphic basin level.

According to Article 16 of Law no. 352 [5],
tourist traffic monitoring is carried out by the
central specialized authority of public adminis-
tration, appointed by the Government. The process
involves collecting and processing data regarding
persons crossing the state border, tourist accomo-
dation structures, visits to tourist destinations, p
tourism service provision, etc.

Research Methodology: Methods and Tech-
nigues:

The research methodology used in this study
on the origin and evolution of tourist flows in the
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din Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru se
bazeaza pe mai multe metode si tehnici de colec-
tare si analiza a datelor:

1. Colectarea datelor secundare:

a) Surse oficiale: Datele au fost obtinute de la
Biroul National de Statistica, care furnizeaza
informatii relevante despre circulatia turis-
tica, frecventarea structurilor de primire
turisticd si vizitarea destinatiilor turistice.
Aceste date sunt esentiale pentru evaluarea
fluxurilor turistice si tendintelor acestora in
timp.

b) Studii anterioare: Analizd s-a bazat pe lu-
crari si studii anterioare care au abordat
subiectul turismului In Republica Moldova,
oferind un context istoric si comparativ
pentru interpretarea rezultatelor.

2. Sondaj sociologic:

a) Chestionare: S-au derulat sondaje pentru a
obtine informatii directe, de la operatorii
turistici si turisti despre fluxurile turistice,
preferintele de caldtorie si impactul fac-
torilor externi (de exemplu, pandemia
COVID-19 si conflictul din Ucraina).

b) Analiza raspunsurilor: Datele colectate prin
sondaje au fost analizate pentru a identifica
tendinte, cum ar fi cresterea sau scaderea
numarului de turisti, provenienta turistilor
strdini si perceptiile locale asupra turismului.
3. Analiza datelor cantitative:

a) Statistici descriptive: Datele au fost prezen-
tate sub forma de tabele si grafice (de exem-
plu, Tabelul 1 si Figura 1) pentru a ilustra
dinamica numarului de turisti cazati, struc-
turile de primire utilizate si provenienta
turistilor.

b) Comparatii temporale: S-au efectuat analize
comparative intre diferite perioade (de
exemplu, 2014-2023) pentru a evalua ten-
dintele in fluxurile turistice si impactul eve-
nimentelor externe.

4. Metode indirecte de calcul:

Estimari bazate pe capacitatea de primire:.
S-au utilizat date privind capacitatea structurilor de
primire turisticd si gradul de utilizare a acestora
pentru a estima fluxurile turistice.

5. Analiza calitativa:

Contextualizarea rezultatelor: S-au discutat
aspecte calitative referitoare la turismul din regiunea
situatd in Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru,
inclusiv provocarile infrastructurale si impactul con-
flictelor regionale asupra turismului.

Aplicarea metodelor enumerate au permis
autorului sa ofere o evaluare detaliatd a fluxurilor
turistice din aceastd regiune, evidentiind nu doar

Lower Nistru River Basin is based on several
methods and techniques for data collection and
analysis:

1. Secondary data collection:

a) Official sources: The data were obtained
from the National Bureau of Statistics,
which provides relevant information on
tourist circulation, accommodation facility
attendance and visits to tourist destinations.
These data are essential for assessing tourist
flows and their trends over time.

b) Previous studies: The analysis was based on
previous works and studies addressing the
topic of tourism in the Republic of Mol-
dova, offering a historical and comparative
context for interpreting the results.

2. Sociological survey:

a) Questionnaires: Surveys were conducted to
obtain direct information from tour ope-
rators and tourists about tourist flows, travel
preferences and the impact of external
factors (e.g. the COVID-19 pandemic and
the war in Ukraine).

b) Analysis of responses: Data collected
through surveys were analyzed to identify
trends, such as the increase or decrease in
the number of tourists, the origin of foreign
visitors and local perceptions of tourism.

3. Quantitative data analysis:

a) Descriptive statistics: The data were pre-
sented in the form of tables and graphs (e.g.,
table 1 and figure 1) to illustrate the dyna-
mics of the number of tourists accommo-
dated, the reception structures used and the
origin of tourists.

b) Temporal comparisons: Comparative ana-
lyses were conducted between different
periods (e.g., 2014-2023) to assess trends in
tourist flows and the impact of external
events.

4. Indirect calculation methods:

Estimates based on reception capacity: Data
on the capacity of tourist reception structures and
their utilization were used to estimate tourist flows.

5. Qualitative analysis:

Contextualization of the results: Qualitative
aspects related to tourism in the Lower Nistru
River Basin region were discussed, including
infrastructure lomitations and the impact of regio-
nal conflicts on tourism sector.

The application of the listed methods enabled
the author to conduct a detailed assessment of
tourist flows in this region, highlighting not only
statistical data, but also the socio-economic and
historical context that influences tourism.

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.1(131) 2025



ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

datele statistice, ci si contextul socio-economic si
istoric care influenteaza turismul.

Rezultate si discutii

Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru
dispune de un potential turistic antropic si natural
variat, cu perspective ample pentru cresterea
fluxurilor turistice si dezvoltarea turismului. Potri-
vit lui V. Efros, 1n anii ‘80, fasia riverana a Bazinu-
lui Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru era una dintre
cele mai solicitate destinatii turistice din cadrul
fostei U.R.S.S. [9]. In plus, aceastd zona beneficia
de cel mai mare numdr de unitdti de cazare si
agrement, iar infrastructura de transport asigura un
flux maxim de turisti [10]. Totusi, In perioada
socialista, bilantul turistic a fost pozitiv, numarul
turistilor care intrau in Republica Moldova pentru
odihna, recreere si tratament fiind superior celui al
turistilor care plecau din tara. Dupa 1990, odata cu
scaderea intensitatii legaturilor dintre fostele repu-
blici sovietice, paralel cu declinul economiei natio-
nale, numarul turistilor s-a redus. Multe obiective
turistice au degradat calitativ, unele fiind chiar dis-
truse, iar bilantul turistic al regiunii s-a inversat,
devenind negativ [7].

Conflictul armat de pe Nistru din 1991-1992
si relatiile tensionate dintre autoritatile din stanga
si dreapta Nistrului au condus la o diminuare
considerabild a numarului de vizitatori ai acestei
zone, iar activitatile turistice si de agrement au
scazut semnificativ din intensitate [7]. O parte din
zona Nistrului Inferior este controlatd de autori-
tatile ilegale din stanga Nistrului, spatiu ce furni-
zeaza, totusi, un numar impundtor de vizitatori ai
Bazinului Cursului Inferior al Réaului Nistru. in
perioada anilor 2000, ca urmare a eforturilor agen-
tillor si a organizatiilor nonguvernamentale turis-
tice si de mediu, se atesta o relansare a activitatilor
turistice, in special in zona Nistrului de Jos [1].

Deoarece traseele internationale care tranzi-
tau regiunea au fost dizolvate odata cu destramarea
U.R.S.S., au fost pierduti si turistii de tranzit. In
prezent se incearcd recuperarea acestui segment
turistic, inclusiv prin participarea la diverse expo-
zitii internationale si promovarea imaginii turistice
a Republicii Moldova, precum si integrarea aces-
teia in traseele europene. Expertii din domeniul
turismului considera, cd dezvoltarea zonelor turistice
nationale se poate produce doar daca statul va
rezolva problema infrastructurii rutiere [7]. De
exemplu, dupd reabilitarea drumurilor, fluxurile de
turisti spre Purcari, Castelul Mimi si alte obiective
au crescut semnificativ.

Conform datelor furnizate de Biroul Natio-
nal de Statistica [2], cea mai mare pondere a turis-
tilor straini sositi in regiune provine din urma-
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Results and Discussions

The Lower Nistru River Basin has a varied
anthropogenic and natural tourist potential, with
broad prospects for increasing tourist flows and
developing tourism. According to V. Efros, in the
1980s, the riparian strip of the Lower Nistru River
Basin was one of the most sought-after tourist
destinations in the former U.S.S.R. [9]. In addition,
this area had the largest number of accommodation
and leisure facilities, and the transport infrastructure
ensured a maximum flow of tourists [10]. However,
during the socialist period, the net tourism balance
was positive, the number of tourists entering the
Republic of Moldova for rest, recreation and
treatment being higher than that of tourists leaving
the country. After 1990, with the decrease in the
intensity of ties between the former Soviet republics,
parallel to the decline of the national economy, the
number of tourists decreased. Many tourist attrac-
tions have degraded in quality, some even being
destroyed, and the region's tourism balance has
reversed, becoming negative [7].

The armed conflict on the Dniester River in
1991-1992 and the tense relations between the
authorities on the left and right banks of the
Dniester River led to a considerable decrease in the
number of visitors to this area, and tourist and
leisure activities have significantly decreased in
intensity [7]. Part of the Lower Dniester River is
controlled by the illegal authorities on the left bank
of the Dniester River, an area that nevertheless
attracts an impressive number of visitors to the
Lower Dniester River Basin. During the 2000s, as
a result of the efforts of tourism and environmental
non-governmental organizations and agencies,
there has been a relaunch of tourist activities,
especially in the Lower Dniester River area [1].

Since the international routes that transited
the region were dissolved with the collapse of the
U.S.S.R., transit tourists were also lost. Currently,
attempts are being made to recover this tourist
segment, including by participating in various
international exhibitions and promoting the
tourist image of the Republic of Moldova, as well
as its integration into European routes. Tourism
experts believe that the development of national
tourist areas can only occur if the state solves the
problem of road infrastructure [7]. For example,
after the rehabilitation of roads, tourist flows to
Purcari, Mimi Castle and other sites have increased
significantly.

According to data provided by the National
Bureau of Statistics [2], the largest share of foreign
tourists arriving in the region comes from the
following countries: Romania (17%), followed by
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toarele tari: Romania (17%), urmatd de Germania
(8%), Federatia Rusd si Ucraina (7%), Polonia
(5%, Italia si SUA (cate 3%), Franta si Israel (céte
1%) si alte state insumeazd 48% [2]. Conform
datelor sondajului, majoritatea vizitatorilor provin
din Roménia si Federatia Rusa (cite 15%), fiind
urmati de turistii din Ucraina (12%), Germania
(10%), Italia (9%), Franta (5%) si Israel (4%). in
ansamblu, regiunea este vizitatd de turisti din multe
alte tari, aceastd dispersare mare a raspunsurilor a
impus ca In varianta ,,alte state” sa fie incluse:
Grecia, Marea Britanie, SUA, Polonia, Japonia,
China, Elvetia, Belarus, Spania, Slovacia, Pakistan,
India, Austria, Belgia, Canada, Ungaria, Bulgaria,
Egipt, lordania, Tarile de Jos, Azerbaidjan, Arme-
nia, Georgia, Danemarca, Cehia, Siria, Slovenia
etc. O mica parte (6%) dintre localnici, din diverse
motive, a evitat sa raspunda.

Germany (8%), the Russian Federation and
Ukraine (7%), Poland (5%), Italy and the USA
(3% each), France and Israel (1% each) and other
states total 48% [2]. According to the survey data,
the majority of visitors come from Romania and
the Russian Federation (15% each), followed by
tourists from Ukraine (12%), Germany (10%),
Italy (9%), France (5%) and Israel (4%). Overall,
the region is visited by tourists from many other
countries, this large dispersion of responses requi-
red that the “other countries” option include:
Greece, Great Britain, USA, Poland, Japan, China,
Switzerland, Belarus, Spain, Slovakia, Pakistan,
India, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Hungary, Bulga-
ria, Egypt, Jordan, the Netherlands, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Georgia, Denmark, the Czech Republic,
Syria, Slovenia, etc. A small part (6%) of the
locals, for various reasons, avoided answering.

Tabelul 1/ Table 1

Dinamica numarului de turisti cazati in raioanele din partea dreapta
a Bazinului Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru si municipiul Chisinau/
Dynamics of the number of tourists accommodated in the districts on the right side
of the lower Dniester River basin and Chisinau municipality

Nr./ UAT Anii/ Years Media/
No. 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | Mean
1 |Anenii Noi 8.2 8.2 8.2 7.7 6.7 5.8 2.2 2 6.3 5.8 6.1
2 |Calarasi 12.3 13.1 13.1 13.1 13.4 13 12.8 12.7 12 10.2 12.6
3 [Criuleni 8.3 8 8.7 7.6 8.1 8.8 2 2 2.4 5.6 6.2
4 |Dubasari 10.8 9.7 9.9 9.2 9.7 8.6 8.4 9.5 10.2 8.1 9.4
5 (laloveni 14.5 13.3 11.4 | 12.6 13.2 11.4 35 15.1 9.3 11.9 11.6

6 |[Straseni 0 6.9 9.7 9.7 9.9 10 0 9.4 10 10 7.6
7 |Causeni 9 9.6 9.5 9.4 9.6 9.8 5.1 4.2 6.3 7.4 8.0
8 [Stefan Voda 6 6.9 5.5 6.1 4.9 3.9 2.8 2.7 3.8 3.3 4.6
9 El/lltjigi.néu 6.4 6.4 4.3 4.1 4.2 4.1 5.3 4.7 4.3 3.8 4.8
BCIFN 8.4 9.1 8.9 8.8 8.9 8.4 4.7 6.9 7.2 7.3 7.9
RM 6.4 6.4 5.8 55 5.6 5.2 5.2 53 5 4.6 55
Sursa: elaborat de autor pe baza datelor Biroului National de Statisticd. Notd — ,,..." indica lipsa datelor/

Source: developed by the author based on data from the National Bureau of Statistics. Note — ... lack of data

Conform datelor furnizate de Biroul Natio-
nal de Statisticd, in perioada analizatd (2014-2023),
numarul mediu anual de turisti, cazati in structurile
de primire turistica ale Bazinului Cursului Inferior
al Réului Nistru, a fost, in medie, de 230 mii per-
soane (Tabelul 1), sau 77% din numarul total de
turisti cazati in Republica Moldova (fara regiunea
transnistreand) [8]. Acest fapt se datoreaza prezen-
tei municipiului Chisindu — principala zona genera-
toare si receptoare de turisti din Republica Mol-

According to data provided by the National
Bureau of Statistics, during the analyzed period
(2014-2023), the average annual number of tourists
accommodated in tourist reception structures of the
Lower Nistru River Basin was approximately
230,000 persons (Table 1), or 77% of the total
number of tourists accommodated in the Republic
of Moldova (excluding the Transnistrian region)
[8]. This high concentration is explained by the
presence of the Chisinau municipality — the main
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dova, precum si prin localizarea in Bazinul Cur-
sului Inferior al Raului Nistru a majoritatii struc-
turilor de primire turisticd din tard, inclusiv hote-
luri, statiuni balneare, baze si tabere de odihna etc.

De asemenea, peste 80% din numarul total
de turisti cazati in partea dreaptd a Bazinului Cur-
sului Inferior al Raului Nistru revin municipiului
Chisinau, inclusiv in oragul Chisindu, unde sunt
concentrate cele mai multe hoteluri, statiunea
Vadul lui Voda situata pe malul raului Nistru, care
dispune de doud sanatorii si peste trei sute de baze
si tabere de odihna. In afara municipiului Chisindu,
cele mai mari fluxuri turistice se atesta in raioanele
Cilarasi si Dubasari, ca urmare a prezentei unita-
tilor sanatoriale, numeroaselor baze de odihna,
taberelor de vacanta, pensiuni turistice si agro-
turistice, potentialului turistic divers si accesibi-
litatii inalte (Tabelul 2). Cele mai scdzute valori ale
numarului de turisti cazati (Tabelul 1) au fost inre-
gistrate in raioanele Straseni (525 turisti), Causeni
(1.039 turisti) si Anenii Noi (1.278 turisti).

tourist generating and receiving area in the
Republic of Moldova, as well as the fact that most
of the country’s accommodation is located in the
Lower Nistru River Basin, including hotels, spa
resorts, bases and rest camps, etc.

Also, over 80% of the total number of
tourists accommodated in the right side of the
Lower Nistru River Basin belong to the Chisinau
municipality, including the city of Chisinau, where
most hotels are concentrated, the Vadul lui Voda
resort located on the banks of the Nistru River,
which has two sanatoriums and over 300 recrea-
tion rest camps. Outside the Chisinau municipality,
the largest tourist flows are recorded in the
Calédrasi and Dubasari districts, due to the pre-
sence of sanatoriums, numerous rest bases, holiday
camps, tourist and agro-tourism guesthouses [8],
diverse tourist potential and high accessibility
(Table 2). The lowest values of the number of
tourists accommodated (Table 1) were recorded in
the districts of Straseni (525 tourists), Causeni
(1,039 tourists) and Anenii Noi (1,278 tourists).
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Figura 1. Dinamica numarului de turisti cazati in raioanele din partea dreapti
a Bazinului Cursului Inferior al Riului Nistru si municipiul Chisindu/
Figure 1. Dynamics of the number of tourists accommodated in the districts
on the right side of the lower Dniester River basin and Chisinau municipality
Sursa: elaborata de autor pe baza datelor Biroului National de Statistica/
Source: developed by the author based on the National Bureau of Statistics

Dinamica numarului de turisti inregistrati in
unitatile de cazare din regiunea Cursului Inferior al
Raului Nistru prezintd o evolutie oscilantd, pe
fondul unei tendinte generale de crestere lenta, care
se observa in majoritatea absolutd a raioanelor
(Figura 1), precum si in municipiul Chisinau. in
prima parte a perioadei analizate (anii 2014-2019),
se constatd fluctuatii moderate in majoritatea
raioanelor, cu exceptia raionului Stefan Voda, unde
numarul turistilor s-a dublat si a raionului Criuleni,
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The dynamics of the number of tourists regis-
tered in accommodation units in the Lower Nistru
River region shows an fluctuating evolution, against
the background of a general trend of slow growth,
which is observed in the absolute majority of dis-
tricts (Figure 1), as well as in the Chisinau munici-
pality. In the first part of the analyzed period (2014-
2019), moderate fluctuations are observed in most
districts, with the exception of the Stefan Voda
district, where the number of tourists doubled, and
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cu o dinamicd negativa foarte accentuatd, cauzati
de inchiderea unor baze de odihnd [8]. Minimul
absolut din anul 2020 se datoreaza exclusiv res-
trictiilor impuse de pandemia COVID-19, dupa
care urmeaza o perioada de relansare, iar valorile
din anul 2023 le depasesc pe cele din anul 2019
atat In majoritatea absolutd a raioanelor, cat si in
municipiul Chisindu. Aceastd situatie este deter-
minatd atat de cresterea recentd a interesului si
preferintelor catre destinatiile autohtone, sub
influenta restrictiilor de célatorie internationale, cat
si de afluxul masiv de persoane din Ucraina,
incepand cu 22 februarie 2022.

Analiza evolutiei numdrului de vizite in
muzeele din Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului
Nistru in perioada 2012-2023 (Figura 2), ne ofera
urmdtoarele tendinte: din 2012 pana in 2014,
numarul de vizite Tn muzee a crescut pana la 527
mii. Ulterior, se atestd o scadere semnificativd a
numarului de vizite de pana la 370 mii in anul
2018, fapt ce se datoreaza, atit Inchiderii si/sau
reducerii programului de activitate a unor muzee,
cat si intensificarii fenomenului de emigrare, ca
urmare a liberalizdrii circulatiei persoanelor catre
familiilor. Cel mai redus numar de vizitatori ai
muzeelor (220 mii) s-a inregistrat in anul 2020, pe
fundalul restrictiilor impuse contra raspandirii
pandemiei COVID-19. In anii 2021-2023 se
constatd o dinamica pozitiva in toate raioanele din
Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru si in
municipiul Chisindu, insd numdrul de vizite inca
nu s-a restabilit la nivelul anilor 2014-2015.

the Criuleni district, with a very pronounced
negative dynamics, caused by the closure of some
rest centers [8]. The absolute minimum in 2020 is
due exclusively to the restrictions imposed by the
COVID-19 pandemic, after which a period of reco-
very follows, and the values in 2023 exceed those in
2019 both in the absolute majority of districts and in
the Chisinau municipality. This situation is deter-
mined both by the recent increase in interest and
preferences for domestic destinations, under the
influence of international travel restrictions, and by
the massive influx of people from Ukraine, starting
with February 22, 2022.

The analysis of the evolution of the number
of visits to museums in the Lower Nistru River
Basin during the period 2012-2023 (Figure 2) pro-
vides us with the following trends: from 2012 to
2014, the number of visits to museums increased to
527 thousand. Subsequently, a significant decrease
in the number of visits of up to 370 thousand was
observed in 2018, which is due to both the closure
and/or reduction of the activity program of some
museums, as well as the intensification of the
emigration phenomenon, as a result of the libera-
lization of the movement of people to EU states
and the possibilities of family reunification. The
lowest number of museum visitors (220 thousand)
was recorded in 2020, against the background of
restrictions imposed against the spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021-2023, a positive
dynamic is observed in all districts of the Lower
Nistru River Basin and in Chisinau municipality,
but the number of visits has not yet recovered to
the level of 2014-2015.
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Figura 2. Dinamica numarului de vizite in muzeele din partea dreapta
a Bazinului Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru (persoane)/
Figure 2. Dynamics of the number of visits to museums on the right side
of the lower Dniester River basin, people
Sursa: elaborata de autor pe baza datelor colectate de la muzee/
Source: developed by the author based on data collected from museums
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In ultimii sase ani analizati (Tabelul 2),
evolutia circulatiei turistice in regiunea din Bazinul
Cursului Inferior al Réaului Nistru manifestd o
tendintd relativa de crestere a numdrului de
vizitatori, ca rezultat al efectelor pozitive din sfera
turismului in regiune. Astfel, numarul turistilor in
anul 2019 a crescut cu 31,2 mii (9%) in comparatie
cu anul 2014. Acest trend reflectd o crestere a
interesului populatiei pentru oferta turisticd din
regiunea de studiu si nu doar. In comparatie cu
anul 2020, unitdtile de cazare din Bazinul Cursului
Inferior al Raului Nistru, in anul 2021, au fost
utilizate de un numar de douda ori mai mare de
turisti, Insd indicele a rdmas de patru ori mai mic
comparativ cu anul 2019 [2]. Din totalul turistilor
cazati in Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru,
39% au fost nerezidenti si 61% rezidenti. In
comparatie cu anul 2020, numarul turistilor
nerezidenti s-a majorat de aproximativ 2,4 ori, dar
a celor rezidenti de 1,8 ori. Majoritatea turistilor au
fost cazati in unitatile de primire din municipiul
Chisinau (60%), Tiraspol si Bender (20%).

In the last six years analyzed (Table 3), the
evolution of tourist circulation in the Lower Nistru
River Basin region shows a moderate upward trend
in the number of visitors, as a result of the positive
effects in the tourism sector in the region. Thus, the
number of tourists in 2019 increased by 31.2
thousand (9%) compared to 2014. This trend ref-
lects an increase in the population's interest in the
tourist offer in the study region and not only.
Compared to 2020, accommodation units in the
Lower Nistru River Basin, in 2021, were used by
twice as many tourists, but the index remained four
times lower compared to 2019 [3]. Of the total
number of tourists accommodated in the Lower
Nistru River Basin, 39% were non-residents and
61% were residents. Compared to 2020, the num-
ber of non-resident tourists increased by approxi-
mately 2.4 times, but that of residents by 1.8 times.
Most tourists were accommodated in reception
units in Chisinau (60%), Tiraspol and Bender
(20%)).

Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Capacitatea (locuri) si utilizarea infrastructurii turistice
din Bazinul Cursului Inferior
al Raului Nistru/
Capacity (places) and use of tourism infrastructure
in the lower Dniester River basin

Capacitatea Capacitatea Numir de clienti deserviti/
Capacitatea P foisoare/ Number of clients served
: de cazare/ Lo
de alimen- piscine /
tare/ Supply Ac(;:omm- Capacity
Ability odation Fireplaces/ 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
capacity
Pools
2514 2015 2025 339959 | 345364 | 353309 | 357452 | 364144 | 371206

Sursa: calculat de autor in baza sondajului sociologic/
Source: calculated by the author based on the sociological survey

Analiza fluxului turistic din perioada 2014-
2019, (Tabelul 2) pentru fiecare prestator din
regiune inclus in sondaj, ne oferd urmatoarea
imagine: marea majoritate, respectiv 25 din cei 28
de prestatori au un trend pozitiv al numarului de
clienti deserviti, atingdnd o crestere de pana la
67%; doar trei prestatori au Inregistrat o scadere a
numarului de clienti deserviti, cu un declin situat
intre 20% si 30% (Figura 3).
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The analysis of the tourist flows between
2014-2019 (Table 3), for each provider in the
region included in the survey, gives us the
following picture: the vast majority, respectively
25 of the 28 providers showed a positive trend in
the number of clients served, reaching an increase
of up to 67%; only three providers registered a
decline in the number of clients served, from 20%
and 30% (Figure 3).
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Figura 3. Fluxurile turistice (2014-2019) din cadrul Bazinului Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru
(in %)/ Figure 3. Tourist flows (2014-2019) within the lower Dniester River basin (in %)
Sursa: calculata de autor in baza sondajului sociologic/

Source: calculated by the author based on the sociological survey

Conform figurii 4, dinamica totald a fluxu-
rilor turistice din statiunile balneare situate in
Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Réaului Nistru reflectd
o crestere lentd in anii 2014-2016, ajungéand la 26,3
mii de clienti. Ulterior, se atestd o sciddere semnifi-
cativd a numarului de clienti pana la 23,7 mii in
anul 2018 si la 11,5 mii in anul 2020, In contextul
restrictiilor impuse contra raspandirii pandemiei
COVID-19, iar statiunile balneare au fost redes-
chise abia la finele lunii iulie 2020 si nu au func-
tionat la capacitatea maximald (sub 70%). In anii
2021-2022 se inregistreaza o dinamica pozitiva la
toate statiunile balneare din regiune, dar fluxurile
turistice nu au revenit la nivelul anilor 2014-2016.

According to Figure 4, the overall dynamics
of tourist flows from the spa resorts located in the
Lower Nistru River Basin reflects a slow growth in
2014-2016, reaching 26.3 thousand clients. Subse-
quently, there was a significant decrease in the
number of clients to 23.7 thousand in 2018 and to
11.5 thousand in 2020, in the context of restrictions
imposed against the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the spa resorts were reopened only
at the end of July 2020 and did not operate at
maximum capacity (below 70%). In 2021-2022, a
positive dynamic is recorded at all spa resorts in
the region, but tourist flows did not return to the
level of 2014-2016.
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Figura 4. Dinamica fluxurilor de clienti ai statiunilor balneare
din Bazinul Cursului Inferior al Riului Nistru/
Figure 4. Dynamics of client flows of spa resorts in the lower Dniester River basin
Sursa: elaborata de autor dupd datele colectate de la administratia sanatoriilor/
Source: developed by the author based on data collected from the sanatorium administration
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Conform datelor sondajului, fluxurile turis-
tice din regiune (Figura 5), sunt relativ putin
cunoscute de populatie, fapt confirmat de 22%
dintre persoanele chestionate. Totodata, 40% dintre
respondenti constatd o evolutie pozitiva a fluxu-
rilor turistice, dintre care 21% — o crestere nesem-
nificativa si 18% — o crestere semnificativa. Provo-
carile recente, precum pandemia COVID-19 si
criza refugiatilor ucraineni, au influentat pozitiv
turismul intern si fluxurile turistice in regiunea de
studiu, ceea ce a condus la o cerere crescuta pentru
aceste destinatii.

According to the survey data, the tourist
flows in the region (Figure 5) are relatively little
known to the population, a fact confirmed by 22%
of the people surveyed. At the same time, 40% of
the respondents note a positive evolution of tourist
flows, of which 21% — an insignificant increase
and 18% — a significant increase. Recent challen-
ges, such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the
Ukrainian refugee crisis, have positively influen-
ced domestic tourism and tourist flows in the study
region, which led to an increased demand for these
destinations.
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Figura 5. Evolutia fluxurilor de turisti in ultimii ani (in %)/
Figure 5. Evolution of tourist flows in recent years (in %)
Sursa: calculata de autor in baza sondajului sociologic/
Source: calculated by the author based on the sociological survey

Concluzii

Metodele utilizate In aceastd cercetare au
permis realizarea unei evaluari detaliate a fluxu-
rilor turistice din regiunea situatd in Bazinul
Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru, evidentiind nu
doar aspectele cantitative, ci si contextul socio-
economic si istoric care influenteazd turismul in
aceasta regiune.

Conform datelor furnizate de Biroul Natio-
nal de Statistica, dar si rezultatelor sondajului
sociologic, dinamica fluxurilor turistice din Bazi-
nul Cursului Inferior al Raului Nistru prezinta un
caracter oscilant. In anii 2014-2019 se inregistreazi
o tendintd generald negativa slab exprimata, care se
manifestd in majoritatea raioanelor. Minimul abso-
lut se atestd in anul 2020, ca urmare a restrictiilor
impuse asupra vizitarii atractiilor turistice si struc-
turilor de primire turistica, cu exceptia hotelurilor.
in perioada 2021-2023, se observi o dinamici
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Conclusions

The methods employed in this research
enablec a comprehensive assessment of tourist
flows in the Lower Nistru River Basin region,
highlighting not only the quantitative aspects, but
also the socio-economic and historical context that
influences tourism in this region.

According to data provided by the National
Bureau of Statistics, as well as the results of the
sociological survey, the dynamics of tourist flows
in the Lower Nistru River Basin have shown a
fluctuating pattern. In 2014-2019, a slightly decli-
ning overall trend was recorded, which was mani-
fested in most districts. The absolute minimum
was observed in 2020, as a result of the restrictions
imposed on visiting tourist attractions and tourist
reception structures, with the exception of hotels.
In the period 2021-2023, a positive trend is
observed, driven both by increased interest in
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pozitiva, care se datoreaza atat cresterii interesului
pentru destinatiile turistice locale, cat si prezentei
refugiatilor ucraineni.

Structurile de primire turistica incluse in
sondajul sociologic au fost vizitate de turisti din
cateva zeci de state ale lumii, nsd predomina
vizitatorii din tarile europene si Israel. Cea mai
mare pondere a turistilor strdini o detin vizitatorii
din Romaénia si Federatia Rusa (cate 15%), fiind
urmati de vizitatorii din Ucraina (12%), Germania
(10%), Italia (9%), Franta (5%) si Israel (4%).

local tourist destinations and the influx of
Ukrainian refugees.

The tourist reception structures included in
the sociological survey were visited by tourists
from several dozen countries of the world, the
majority of visitors came from European countries
and Israel. The largest share of foreign tourists is
held by visitors from Romania and the Russian
Federation (15% each), followed by visitors from
Ukraine (12%), Germany (10%), Italy (9%),
France (5%) and Israel (4%).
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