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Integritatea, obiectivitatea, dobandirea com-
petentei specializate si comportamentul profesional
sunt doar cdteva dintre elementele fundamentale ale
principiilor eticii profesionale, care trebuie luate in
considerare de un Vviitor profesionist contabil.
Totodatd, acesta trebuie sa ia in calcul provocarile
caracteristice activitatii contabile. Acestea pot fi de
interes propriu, autorevizuire, reprezentare, fami-
liaritate, intimidare etc., care trebuie identificate si
tratate cu mare atentie de cdtre un profesionist
contabil, pentru asigurarea credibilitatii profesiei
desfasurate. Scopul cercetarii este de a evidentia
tipurile de ameningari care pot afecta activitatea
profesionistilor contabili, precum si masurile de
protectie care le-ar putea elimina sau reduce pand
la un nivel acceptabil. Pentru realizarea scopului
propus, autorul a utilizat metode calitative, in
special observatia, analiza si documentarea.

Cuvinte-cheie: amenintare, eticd profesio-
nalda, masuri de protectie, nivel acceptabil, pro-
fesionist contabil.

JEL: M14, M41.

Introducere

Profesia contabila cuprinde o arie de activi-
tate diversificatd, asumandu-si diferite roluri i ris-
curi, in functie de mediul in care lucreaza profesio-
nistul contabil. In scopul furnizirii unor servicii de
calitate sporitd, profesionistul contabil trebuie sa
evalueze permanent pertinenta activitatii profesio-
nale In concordantd cu exigentele clientilor si cu
cerintele de satisfacere a interesului public [7].

Contabilul joaca un rol esential in realizarea
valorii nou create de catre client. Continutul valorii
nou create se regaseste in calitatea si onorabilitatea
prestatiilor furnizate de catre profesionistii conta-
bili, ajutdnd intreprinderile sa-si optimizeze perfor-
mantele. Cu alte cuvinte, profesia contabila contri-
buie la crearea valorii economice adaugate a avu-
tiei sociale [8, pp.10-11]. Contabilii trebuie si inte-
leaga toate modelele de afaceri si factorii care
conduc la crearea de valoare la nivelul intregii enti-
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Integrity, objectivity, the acquisition of spe-
cialized competence and professional behaviour
are some of the fundamental elements of the pro-
fessional ethics principles that must be considered
by a future professional accountant. At the same
time, he or she should encounter the challenges
that are specific for this activity. These can be self-
interest, self-review, representation, familiarity, inti-
midation, etc., which must be identified and handled
with great care by a professional accountant, so as to
ensure the credibility of the chosen profession. The
aim of the research is to highlight the types of threats
that can affect the work of accounting professionals,
as well as the protective measures that could
eliminate or reduce them to an acceptable level. In
order to achieve the goal set, the author used the
research, qualitative methods, in particular, obser-
vation, analysis and documentation.

Keywords: threat, professional ethics, pro-
tective measures, acceptable level, professional
accountant.
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Introduction

The accounting profession encompasses a
diversified area of activity, assuming different
roles and risks depending on the environment in
which the accounting professional works. In order
to provide high quality services, the accounting
professional must constantly evaluate the relevance
of the professional activity in accordance with the
demands of the clients and with the requirements
to satisfy the public interest [7].

The accountant plays an essential role in
realizing the newly created value for the client. The
content of the newly created value is found in the
quality and honesty of the services provided by
professional accountants, helping businesses to
optimize their performance. In other words, the
accounting profession contributes to the creation
of the added economic value of social wealth [8,
pp. 10-11]. Accountants need to understand all
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tati si al diferitor activitati din cadrul acesteia. in
activitatea desfasurata, contabilii trebuie sa respec-
te intotdeauna prevederile legale si normele etice.
Prin urmare, orice amenintare, care ar putea dis-
credita intr-un fel sau altul profesia, trebuie dimi-
nuata pana la un nivel acceptabil sau neutralizata.

Asadar, un profesionist contabil nu este
responsabil doar de satisfacerea nevoilor clientului
sau angajatorului, ci si de respectarea normelor
etice ale societatii. Profesionistii contabili sunt
obligati sa aplice etica profesionald pentru a proteja
principiile fundamentale ale contabilitatii, astfel,
incat acestea sd nu fie compromise [4, p. 10].

Existd numeroase circumstante care ar putea
compromite conformitatea cu principiile funda-
mentale ale eticii profesiei contabile. Existenta
unor politici si proceduri, conditii si reglementari
stabilite pot Tmbundtiti comportamentul etic al
contabilului, precum si pot participa la identifica-
rea amenintarilor la adresa conformitatii cu prin-
cipiile fundamentale.

In acest context, scopul prezentei cercetiri
este de a descrie amenintarile care pot afecta acti-
vitatea profesionistilor contabili, precum si masu-
rile de protectie care ar putea elimina sau reduce
amenintarile pana la un nivel acceptabil.

Metode de cercetare aplicate

Pentru atingerea rezultatului dorit, autorul a
implementat metode calitative, in special obser-
vatia, analiza si documentarea bazatd pe revizuirea
informatiilor abordate in cadrul literaturii de spe-
cialitate. Principala sursa de documentare a fost
,»Codul etic al profesionistului contabil”, care sta-
bileste principiile fundamentale de eticd pentru
profesionistii contabili si cadrul conceptual de
identificare, evaluare si tratare a amenintarilor la
adresa conformitatii cu principiile fundamentale.

Rezultate si discutii

Un profesionist contabil nu trebuie sa se
angajeze, in mod constient, in nici o activitate care
afecteaza sau care ar putea afecta integritatea, obiec-
tivitatea sau buna reputatie a profesiei si care, prin
urmare, ar fi incompatibild cu valorile fundamentale
ale eticii profesionale. Conformitatea activitatii pro-
fesionistului contabil cu principiile fundamentale
poate fi amenintatd de o varietate largd de situatii.
Natura amenintarilor diferd in functie de amploarea
in care acestea sunt generate in activitatea de pre-
stare a serviciilor de contabilitate.

Intelegerea circumstantelor, care ar putea
compromite conformitatea cu principiile funda-
mentale, este o conditie indispensabila pentru iden-
tificarea, evaluarea si tratarea provocarilor respec-
tive. Pentru identificarea amenintirilor la adresa
conformitatii cu principiile fundamentale este

the business models and drivers of value creation
across the entire entity and the various activities
within it. In their work, accountants must always
comply with legal provisions and ethical norms.
Therefore, any threat that could discredit the
profession in one way or another must be reduced
to an acceptable level or neutralized.

So, a professional accountant is not only
responsible to meet the needs of the client or
employer, but also to comply with the ethical
norms of the society. Professional accountants are
required to apply professional ethics to protect
the fundamental principles of accounting so that
they are not compromised [4, p. 10].

There are many circumstances that could
compromise compliance with the fundamental ethi-
cal principles of the accounting profession. The
existence of established policies and procedures,
conditions and regulations can improve the ethical
behaviour of the accountant, as well as involve in
identifying threats to compliance with the funda-
mental principles.

In this context, the purpose of this research
is to describe the threats that can affect the activity
of accounting professionals, as well as the pro-
tection measures that could eliminate or reduce
the threats to an acceptable level.

Applied research methods

In order to achieve the goal set in the re-
search, qualitative methods were used, in parti-
cular, observation and analysis, documentation
based on the review of information addressed in
the specialty literature. The main source of docu-
mentation was “The code of ethics of the accoun-
ting professional”, which establishes the funda-
mental principles of ethics for accounting pro-
fessionals and the conceptual framework for iden-
tification, assessment and treatment of threats to
compliance with fundamental principles.

Results and discussions

An accounting professional must not con-
sciously engage in any activity that affects or could
affect the integrity, objectivity or good repute of the
profession and which, therefore, would be incom-
patible with the fundamental values of professio-
nal ethics. The conformity of the activity of the
accounting professional with the fundamental prin-
ciples can be threatened by a wide variety of situa-
tions. The nature of the threats differs depending on
the extent to which they are generated in the activity
of providing accounting services.

Understanding the circumstances that could
compromise compliance with the fundamental
principles is an indispensable condition for iden-
tifying, assessing and dealing with those challen-
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necesar de elaborat astfel de conditii, politici si
proceduri, reglementari care ar putea imbunatati
comportamentul etic al contabilului. Este insa
imposibild identificarea tuturor situatiilor care pot
genera provocari. Totodatd, natura misiunilor si a
serviciilor prestate de profesionistul contabil este
diferita, respectiv pot fi generate diferite tipuri de

ges. In order to identify threats to compliance with
the fundamental principles, it is necessary to
develop such conditions, policies and procedures,
regulations that could improve the ethical beha-
viour of the accountant. It is, however, impossible
to identify all situations that can generate threats.
At the same time, the nature of the missions and

amenintari (figura 1).

services provided by the accounting professional is
different, respectively, different types of threats
can be generated (figure 1).

p . I
Amenintare sun interes financiar sau de altd naturd care poate si influenteze in mod
de interes < necorespunzitor rationamentul sau conduita profesionistului contabil/ financial
_propriu/Self- or other interest that may improperly influence the judgment or conduct of the
interest threat professional accountant
> |
sevaluarea necorespunzatoare a rezultatelor unei activitati anterioare, prestate de
Amenintare contabil ori de o altd persoana din cadrul entitatii angajatoare, pe care
de autorevizuire/ < contabilul se va baza la elaborarea unui rationament curent/ improper
Self-review assessment of the results of a previous activity, provided by the accountant or
threat another person within the employing entity, on which the accountant will base
the elaboration of a current reasoning
.
Amenintare epromovarea pozitiei unui client sau a unei entitati angajatoare pana in punctul
de reprezentare/ < in care obiectivitatea profesionistului contabil este compromisa/ promoting the
Threat of position of a client or employing entity to the point where the professional
representation accountant's objectivity is compromised
.
'a | —
eamenintarea ca, din cauza unei relatii prea indelungate sau prea apropiate cu un
Amenintare client sau cu o entitate angajatoare, un profesionist contabil sia fie prea
de familiaritate/ < ingaduitor cu interesele acestora sau cu acceptarea activitatii lor/ threat that,
Familiarity because of too long or too close relationship with a client or employing entity,
threat a professional accountant will be too lenient with their interests or acceptance
of their activity
P~ * ]
«impiedicarea profesionistului contabil sa actioneze obiectiv prin presiuni reale
Amenintare sau percepute, inclusiv incercari de a exercita o influentd necorespunzitoare
de intimidare/ asupra contabilului/ preventing the professional accountant from acting
Intimidation objectively through real or perceived pressure, including attempts to exert
h undue influence on the accountant
threat
.

Figura 1. Categorii de amenintiri la adresa conformititii cu principiile fundamentale

ale eticii profesionale a contabilului/

Figure 1. Categories of threats to compliance with the fundamental principles

of the accountant's professional ethics
Sursa: elaborata de autor in baza [6, p. 27]/
Source: developed by the author based on [6, p. 27]
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In conformitate cu prevederile Legii nr.
133/2016, interesul propriu (sau personal) reprezinti
,,orice interes material sau nematerial al unui subiect
ce rezulta din activitatile sale in calitate de persoand
privatd, din relatiile sale cu persoane apropiate sau
cu persoane juridice” [5]. Astfel, in activitatea
contabilului, amenintdrile de interes propriu pot
aparea 1n situatiile cand profesionistul contabil:

— are un interes financiar direct in afacerea
unui client;

— are o relatie profesionald apropiata cu clientul;

— are acces la informatii confidentiale, care,
ulterior, ar putea fi folosite in beneficiul
personal;

— descopera si disimuleaza o eroare semni-
ficativa in activitatea desfasuratd anterior de
un contabil al entitatii;

— accepta diverse recompense, stimulente, ono-
rarii oferite de client sau entitatea angaja-
toare;

— utilizeazd necorespunzator, in interes pro-
priu, activele entitatii.

In situatia in care un profesionist contabil
actioneaza, fara a reevalua corespunzator rezulta-
tele unei activitati anterioare sau al unui serviciu
prestat anterior de un contabil al entititii angaja-
toare, pot apdrea amenintari de autorevizuire [2].
Un exemplu de circumstanta, care genereazd o
amenintare de autorevizuire pentru un profesionist
contabil, este luarea deciziei de efectua o achizitie
in baza studiului de fezabilitate elaborat anterior de
un alt contabil sau o alta persoana din cadrul enti-
tatii angajatoare, fard a verifica corectitudinea in-
formatiei prezentate in studiul respectiv.

Amenintirile de reprezentare includ cazuri
in care profesionistul contabil promoveaza pozitia
si obiectivele clientului sau entitatii angajatoare,
efectudnd declaratii false sau alte activitati care
compromit obiectivitatea profesionistului contabil;
cand un profesionist contabil actioneaza in apara-
rea unui client in cazul unor litigii [1, p. 48].

Situatiile care pot genera amenintari de fa-
miliaritate pentru un profesionist contabil includ
cazuri in care are loc acceptarea de catre profesio-
nistul contabil a cadourilor sau a unui tratament
preferential. Exceptie in acest sens face cazul in
care valoarea cadourilor este neinsemnata si irele-
vantd. O alta situatie de aparitie a amenintarilor de
familiaritate este atunci, cind un membru al fami-
liei sau o rudd apropiatd angajata de entitate ia
decizii care afecteazd corectitudinea raportarii
financiare a entitatii. Rapoartele financiare servesc
drept baza pentru procesele decizionale eficiente.
Astfel, este important ca rapoartele financiare
sa fie cAt mai transparente si exacte. in caz con-

In accordance with the provisions of Law
no. 133/2016, the own (or personal) interest repre-
sents “any material or immaterial interest of a
subject resulting from their activities as a private
person, from their relations with close persons or
with legal entities” [5]. Thus, in the activity of the
accountant, self-interest threats can appear in situa-
tions when the professional accountant:

— has a direct financial interest in the client’s
business;

— has a close professional relationship with the
client;

— has access to confidential information that
could be used for personal benefit;

— discovers and conceals a significant error in
the activity previously carried out by an
accountant of the entity;

— accepts various rewards, incentives, fees,
offered by the client or the employing entity;

— uses the assets of the entity improperly, in
their own interest.

If an accounting professional acts without
properly re-evaluating the results of a previous
activity or service previously provided by an accoun-
tant of the employing entity, self-revision threats may
arise [2]. An example of a circumstance that gene-
rates a self- revision threat for a professional accoun-
tant is making a decision to make a purchase based
on the feasibility study previously developed by
another accountant or another person within the
employing entity, without verifying the correctness
of the information presented in this study.

Threats of representation include cases
when the professional accountant promotes the
position and objectives of the client or employing
entity by making false statements or other activities
that compromise the professional accountant's
objectivity; when a professional accountant acts in
defence of a client in litigation [1, p. 48].

Situations that may create familiarity threats
for a professional accountant include cases when
he or she accepts gifts or preferential treatment.
The exception to this is the case where the value of
the gifts is insignificant and irrelevant. Another
occurrence of familiarity threat is when a family
member or close relative employed by the entity
makes decisions that affect the accuracy of the
entity’s financial reporting. Financial reports serve
as the basis for effective decision-making proces-
ses. Thus, it is important that financial reports are
as transparent and accurate as possible. Otherwise,
there is a risk that the taken managerial decisions
are not objective.

Intimidation threats for a professional accoun-
tant may occur in cases when the accounting pro-
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trar, apare riscul ca deciziile manageriale luate sa
nu fie obiective.

Amenintdrile de intimidare pentru un pro-
fesionist contabil pot aparea in cazurile in care
acesta este descurajat sd actioneze in mod obiectiv
prin amenintéri, reale sau percepute. De exemplu:
amenintarea cu concedierea, ca urmare a unui de-
zacord cu privire la anumite activitati sau decizii,
cum ar fi modul in care informatiile financiare
urmeaza sa fie raportate; profesionistul contabil
este presat sa aprobe deciziile clientului sau enti-
tatii angajatoare atunci cand nu este de acord cu
tratamentul contabil al acestora dintr-o anumita
tranzactie; presiune in vederea diminudrii inadec-
vate a cantitdtii de munca executatd de profesio-
nistul contabil pentru a reduce onorariile.

Dupa identificarea unei amenintari la adresa
conformitatii cu principiile fundamentale, profesio-
nistul contabil trebuie s evalueze dacd amenin-
tarea respectiva este la un nivel acceptabil. Prin
nivel acceptabil se intelege situatia in care ame-
nintarea se conformeazd cu principiile funda-
mentale [6, p. 28].

Evaluarea obstacolelor se efectueazd prin
prisma diferitor factori, care determind aparitia
amenintarilor la adresa conformitatii cu principiile
fundamentale. Printre cei mai relevanti factori in
evaluarea nivelului amenintarilor evidentiem:

— guvernanta corporativa;

— educatia, instruirea si experienta profe-
sionala;

— sistemele de gestionare a reclamatiilor, care
permit semnalarea comportamentului neetic;

— obligatia clar stipulatd de a raporta incal-
carile aferente dispozitiilor de etica;

— monitorizarea profesionald si procedurile
disciplinare.

Dupa eliminarea amenintarii sau reducerea
acesteia la un nivel acceptabil, profesionistul
contabil trebuie sa reevalueze si sa o trateze in mod
corespunzator. Profesionistul contabil trebuie sa-si
pastreze vigilenta pe intreaga duratid a activitatii
profesionale, ceea ce il va ajuta sd determine daca
au aparut noi modificari ale faptelor si circum-
stantelor, care ar putea influenta nivelul unei ame-
nintari sau deciziile cu privire la compatibilitatea
masurilor de protectie cu amenintarile identificate.
Tratarea situatiilor dificile poate fi efectuatd prin
eliminarea sau reducerea acestora la un nivel
acceptabil, aplicind urmatoarele masuri:

1) eliminarea situatiilor care creeaza amenin-
tari;

2) reducerea amenintdrilor pana la un nivel
acceptabil;

3) refuzul sau incheierea activitatii profesionale.
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fessional is deterred from acting objectively by
threats, real or perceived. For example: the threat
of dismissal as a result of disagreement about
certain activities or decisions, such as how finan-
cial information is to be reported; the professional
accountant is pressured to approve the decisions of
the client or the employing entity when he does not
agree with their accounting treatment of a parti-
cular transaction; pressure to inappropriately re-
duce the amount of work performed by the pro-
fessional accountant in order to reduce fees.

After identifying a threat to compliance
with the fundamental principles, the professional
accountant must assess whether that threat is at an
acceptable level. Acceptable level means the situa-
tion in which the threat complies with the funda-
mental principles [6, p. 28].

The threat assessment is carried out through
the lens of various factors that determine the emer-
gence of threats to compliance with the fundamental
principles. Among the most relevant factors in
assessing the level of threats we can highlight:

— corporate governance;

— education, training and professional expe-
rience;

— complaint management systems, which
allow unethical behaviour to be reported;

— clearly stipulated obligation to report viola-
tions related to ethics provisions;

— professional monitoring and disciplinary
procedures.

After the threat is eliminated or reduced to
an acceptable level, the professional accountant
should reassess and address the threat appro-
priately. The professional accountant must main-
tain vigilance throughout the professional activity,
which will help them determine whether new
changes in facts and circumstances have occurred
that could influence the level of a threat or deci-
sions about the compatibility of protection measu-
res with the identified threats. Dealing with diffi-
cult situations can be done by eliminating or
reducing them to an acceptable level by applying
the following measures:

1) elimination of situations that create threats;
2) reducing threats to an acceptable level,
3) refusal or end of professional activity.

According to the circumstances, threats can
be dealt with by eliminating the facts and situations
that created them. However, in certain situations,
threats cannot be eliminated, respectively the
accounting professional must refuse or end the
professional activity.

Protection measures are the actions the pro-
fessional accountant takes to reduce threats to com-
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in functie de circumstante, amenintarile pot
fi tratate prin eliminarea faptelor si situatiilor care
le-au creat. Insi, in anumite situatii amenintirile nu
pot fi eliminate, respectiv profesionistul contabil tre-
buie sa refuze sau s incheie activitatea profesionala.
Masurile de protectie reprezintd actiunile
profesionistului contabil pe care acesta le intre-
prinde pentru a reduce amenintarile la adresa con-
formitatii cu principiile fundamentale pana la un
nivel acceptabil [6, p. 29].
Masurile de protectie se Tmpart in doua mari
categorii (figura 2):
a) generale (create de profesie, de participantii
mediului de lucru);
b) specifice (segregarea responsabilitatilor, eva-
luarea activitdtii, rotatia personalului, ince-
tarea activitatii etc.).

pliance with the fundamental principles to an
acceptable level [6, p. 29].
The protection measures are divided into
two large categories (figure 2):
a) general (created by the profession, by the
participants of the working environment);
b) specific (segregation of responsibilities,
activity evaluation, staff rotation, end of
activity, etc.).

~
Masuri de protectie/
Safeguards
| 1
N N
specifice/ generale/
specific general
|
| 1
B B
aferente activitatii
la nivelul entitatii/ profesionale/
at the entity level related to professional

activity

Figura 2. Masuri de protectie pentru eliminarea sau reducerea amenintarilor
pana la un nivel acceptabil/
Figure 2. Safeguards to eliminate or reduce threats to acceptable levels
Sursa: elaborata de autor in baza [3, p. 15]/
Source: developed by the author based on [3, p. 15]

Masurile de protectie generale sunt deter-
minate de profesie, legislatie sau reglementari
si includ:

= dezvoltarea capacitatilor si formarea aptitu-
dinilor profesionale;

= dezvoltare profesionala continud;

» reglementarea guvernantei corporative;

= elaborarea standardelor profesionale;

* monitorizarea reglementarilor si procedu-
rilor disciplinare;

= examinarea informatiilor prezentate de con-
tabil de catre o parte tertd externd, impu-
ternicitd prin lege.

100

General protection measures are determi-
ned by the profession, legislation or regulations
and include:

= development of capacities and formation of
professional skills;

= continuous professional development;

= regulation of corporate governance;

= elaboration of professional standards;

= monitoring regulations and disciplinary pro-
cedures;

= examination of the information presented by
the accountant by an external third party,
authorized by law.
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Masurile de protectie specifice se refera la
mediul de activitate si cuprind masuri de protectie
la nivelul entitatii $i masuri de protectie specifice
activitatii profesionale, incluzand:

— actionarea echipei de lucru in interes public;

— elaborarea politicilor de implementare si
monitorizare a controlului calitatii servicii-
lor contabile, a performantei angajatilor;

— elaborarea procedurilor de identificare a
amenintarilor la adresa conformitatii cu
principiile fundamentale;

— evaluarea amenintarilor si aplicarea masu-
rilor de protectie pentru eliminarea sau
reducerea acestora la un nivel acceptabil,

— Intreruperea sau refuzul serviciului, in cazul
in care masurile de protectie nu sunt dis-
ponibile sau nu pot fi aplicate;

— crearea unui mecanism disciplinar pentru
promovarea conformitatii cu politicile si
procedurile elaborate.

Odata cu identificarea amenintarilor, pro-
fesionistul contabil trebuie si aplice masurile de
tratare a acestora, create pentru eliminarea defi-
nitiva a provocdrilor sau reducerea lor pana la un
nivel acceptabil.

Concluzii

Profesia contabild se distinge de restul pro-
fesiilor, care actioneaza in cadrul entitatii, printr-0
particularitate specifica, care se desprinde din obli-
gativitatea contabilului de a-si asuma responsa-
bilitatea, de a actiona in interes public. Serviciile
prestate de profesionistul contabil nu satisfac doar
nevoile individuale de informare ale clientului sau
conducerii entitatii angajatoare, dar si interesul
public, ceea ce atribuie contabilului un loc esential
in societate.

In realizarea profesiei sale, un contabil tre-
buie sd respecte normele etice ale societatii. Pro-
fesionistii contabili sunt obligati sa aplice etica
profesionald pentru a proteja principiile fundamen-
tale ale contabilitatii, astfel, incat acestea sa nu fie
compromise. La prestarea serviciilor profesionale,
contabilul trebuie sa identifice circumstantele care
ameninta abilitatea profesionistului de a duce la
final serviciile la care s-a angajat, si evalueze
intensitatea amenintarilor identificate i, ulterior, sa
gaseasca cai de a le rezolva.

Problemele aparute pot fi rezolvate prin:
eliminarea situatiilor care le provoaca; reducerea
factorilor distructivi pand la un nivel acceptabil;
refuzul sau incheierea activitatii profesionale.

Un profesionist contabil trebuie sa ia masuri
rezonabile pentru a identifica circumstantele care
ar putea genera amenintdri privind conformitatea
cu principiile fundamentale. In acest scop, conta-
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The specific protection measures refer to the
activity environment and include protection measu-
res at the entity level and protection measures
specific to the professional activity, including:

— the action of the work team in the public
interest;

— the development of policies for the imple-
mentation and monitoring of the quality
control of accounting services, of the per-
formance of employees;

— developing procedures for identifying
threats to compliance with the fundamental
principles;

— the assessment of threats and the application
of protection measures to eliminate or
reduce them to an acceptable level;

— interruption or refusal of the service if the
protection measures are not available or
cannot be applied;

— creation of a disciplinary mechanism to pro-
mote compliance with the developed poli-
cies and procedures.

Once the threats are identified, the pro-
fessional accountant must apply the measures to
deal with the created threats to eliminate them
permanently or reduce them to an acceptable level.

Conclusions

The accounting profession is distinguished
from other professions that act within the entity by
a specific particularity that arises from the accoun-
tant's obligation to assume the responsibility of
acting in the public interest. The services provided
by the professional accountant do not only satisfy
the individual information needs of the client or the
management of the employing entity, but also the
public interest, which assigns the accountant an
essential place in the society.

In carrying out his profession, an accountant
must comply with the ethical norms of society.
Professional accountants are required to apply pro-
fessional ethics to protect the fundamental prin-
ciples of accounting so that they are not compro-
mised. When providing professional services, the
accounting officer must identify the circumstances
that threaten the professional’s ability to complete
the services he has undertaken, assess the intensity
of the identified threats and subsequently, to find
ways to solve them.

The arisen threats can be solved by: elimi-
nating situations that create threats; reducing
destructive factors to an acceptable level; refusing
or ending professional activity.

A professional accountant must take reaso-
nable steps in identifying the circumstances that
could generate threats to compliance with the
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bilii se pot conduce de recomandarile Codului etic
al profesionistilor contabili, care stabileste un
cadru conceptual de ghidare a activitdtii profesio-
nistilor contabili, in conformitate cu principiile
fundamentale si asumarea responsabilitatii de a
actiona 1n interesul public.

fundamental principles. For this purpose, accoun-
tants can be guided by the recommendations of the
Code of Ethics for professional accountants which
establishes a conceptual framework to guide the
activity of professional accountants in accordance
with the fundamental principles and the assump-
tion of responsibility to act in the public interest.
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